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Tasty new twists for
your Christmas lunch

Give your bathroom a
glamorous new look
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% Celebration food for every occasion

# Create stylish handmade decorations
# Beautiful seasonal decorating ideas
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in size, better in performance

200ss is the range cooker that delivers capability,
pacity and professional features for your kitchen

~«_FREE 5-piece
LF% = SauUucCEpEnEEt.

== — _ when you buy a CDA range cooker
Offer expires 24th December 2014
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EDITOR'S LETTER

Welcome

My how this year has flown! | can’t
believe Christmas is upon us once again.
But don’t get stressed, we've got plenty
of ideas to help you sail through the
festivities without a hitch. On page 104
you'll find our pick of the best festive
food the high street stores and

supermarkets have to offer this v i

Chrlstmas. Th_ey Il save you spending Our Acting Deply Editor Laura was inspied by
hours in the kitchen so you can spend he lush gold colour tvend at the M&S Christmas
more time with your family. And, if Preview. See howto use it in your own home on p.zo,
you're bored of the same old turkey ey

dinner each year, we've also got
some clever twists on the
traditional Christmas meal for you to try (p.100).

Decorating your home is a big part of the holiday season. This year try
our gorgeous winter berry-inspired scheme to make your home feel
really cosy (p.36). Or for a touch of glitz and glamour that you can take
through with you into the New Year, check out our opulent Midas
Touch trend on page 20. And if you've got time, try your hand at our
beautiful home-made decoration ideas
on page 60. We've even done the leg-work for
you and scoured the high street and internet to \utimedia Assistant, Sophie found s of fesfe
find 50 fantastic gift ideas for the whole Sesign nspiration ot Noforfnehighsireet’s recer™
family — all for under £50. And don't forget \aunch. Find more decorating ideas on p->6-

a subscription to Your Home makes a great
present for home-lovers — see our latest subs offer on page 86.
If you've got time off over Christmas and are planning some DIY and
decorating, then take a peek at our ideas for glamorous bathrooms
(p.52), rustic farmhouse kitchens (p.56) and our inspiring kitchen-diner
makeovers (p.24). Whatever you plan to do over the coming weeks, | hope
you have a wonderful Christmas and a fantastic A}
New Year. See you again in 2015! WMo~~

Download our app version for
your mobile, tablet or PC and

you can take Your Home with
you on the go. See page 86.

(1) . L.
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Take the stress
out of gift

buying with our
50 ideas under £50

A few metallic
additions will give your
décor the Midas touch
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December at home

Pg 5

Give your usual
Christmas feast a

Get the look
with funky,
festive buys

P

e
¥

Makeovers Pg 24

5 This month we love Our favourite
things to buy, see and do in December

13 Household hints Ensure Christmas
goes to plan with our helpful advice

17 Consumer news The latest news, plus
how to save up for a big purchase

40 50 gifts under £50 Make gift shopping
a pleasure instead of a chore with our
favourite buys for every budget

Decorating Pq 19

20 Trend alert: Midas touch Add some
bling to your decorating scheme with
gold, copper and bronze

36 Cosy up in time for Christmas Get
ready for the festive season and dress
your home with a natural, rustic theme

24 We chose to revamp rather than
replace Louise transformed her dated
kitchen without any mess or fuss

28 The sun shines in here all year round
Myesha swapped her kitchen area around
to make the most of the light and space

32 We've tripled the size of our kitchen
Anna decided drastic action was necessary
to create the kitchen of her dreams

Kitchens & bathrooms pq 45

50 Moving a door meant | doubled the
space Andrea turned her cramped
bathroom into one that feels spacious

52 Update your bathroom with a touch
of glamour Easy ways to transform your
bathroom into an elegant retreat

54 It's great having space we can enjoy
together Removing a wall has given
Paula’s poky kitchen plenty of room

56 Give your kitchen some rustic,
country style This warm and welcoming
look is perfect for the winter months

Reader homes Pq 73

74 Colour is king in our cosy home
Andrea and Duncan have lovingly
transformed a neglected cottage into
a vibrant family home

80 Our home is the ideal space for
Christmas celebrations Victoria and
Nigel have created the perfect space for
large family gatherings

88 Our home is a real family affair Helen
and Mark Nicholson have created a
compact country home from a former
cow shelter

92 Our home is filled with treasures that
we love Yvonne Cook has created a small
haven of vintage style in Weston
Super Mare
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Helen Nicholson's
home really comes

: into its own at
Christmas

Don’t miss out!

100 Christmas lunch revamped Ring the
changes by adding a few new flavours
to your traditional Christmas lunch

104 Festive food for every occasion
Our pick of the all food and drink
essentials you need to enjoy Christmas

Home improvement pq 100

110 Make the most of original features
Our handy guide explains all you need
to know about period features

115 Property know-how with George
Clarke This month George discusses
the challenges faced by those living in
a smaller home

Have you missed an issue?
Call 01206 851117 to order back copies

9 Your letters We take a look at some
of your news, views and photographs

49 Coming next month Take a peek
at what's ahead in the January issue

58 Win! This month we're offering four
lucky readers the chance to win a
high-tech oven worth over £600

86 Subscribe to Your Home New
subscribers this month have the chance
to win some fab stationery worth £30

116 Giveaways This month'’s fantastic
prizes include a Triton shower and
a ProCook knife set

118 Shopping guide Find out where
to buy everything in this issue

128 Eco news Discover the latest ideas
and top buys for a greener lifestyle

Our practical guide is full of
easy step-by-step projects
to help you learn new skills

projects for g
beautiful
decorations

Stitch a colourful
; fabric stocking
. 3 Advent calendar

PIus/ check out...

66 Girls' guide to DIY This month
we look at how to tile a splashback

68 Ask the experts \We answer your
home and garden questions with
a little help from the experts

70 December checklist Discover
seasonal tasks for your home and
garden this month
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Vax available
in-store and online

Vax Red Energise Boost
Cylinder Vacuum

* Single cyclonic technology
e Large 1.5| capacity

* HEPA media filter

* Range of tools
 Compact and lightweight

YOU HONEY EVERY DAY

Selected stores. Available while stocks last. Offer available from 8am on Thursday 6th November 2014. Online delivery charges may apply. Mobile network charges may apply.

In-store | Online | Mobile




Feature Laura McLeish

we love...

Get into the festive spirit with the best things to

do, see and buy this month

S%wush){omxa

Swap the annual trip to your local
Santa’s grotto with something a
lot more exciting this year and
we’re sure the kids will thank you
Jor it. Hawkstone Park Follies in
Shropshire will be taking visitors on §
the ultimate Santa Safart through
the park’s hills and woodland and
up into the magical caverns, covered in twinkling fairy lights.
Along the way you'll get to meet real reindeer, some of Santa’s
elves and then finally the man himself. Take a trip during the

day to take in the breathtaking views as you scale the hills,
or for a little extra money, book onto one of the twilight tours
to really appreciate the magical woodland setting after dark.
Tickets start at £16 for adults, £17 for kids and £8 for under
3s, with child tickets including a present from Santa. Trips
will be running from 5th — 23rd December so visit
hawkstoneparkfollies.co.uk to buy your tickets.

Tea towels, from £12 each,
www.nicolephillips.com

Serve in style

Christmas is a great excuse to spruce up

your home and these festive tea towels from
Nicole Phillips England will add more than a
touch of yuletide cheer to your kitchen. Artist
Nicole hand-paints the gorgeous designs
which are then printed onto 100% cotton
and made into tea towels right here in the

For stockists see page 118

With its unique homewares and quirky gifts, this store has
been a firm favourite with the design lovers of York for over 13
years, and its easy to see why. Set up in 2001 by art graduate
Angus McArthur, Snow Home is not just your usual gift shop.
As well as going the extra mile to find well-designed, unusual
items that don't come with a designer price tag, the store
also operates a small design business and sells many of its
own products in store and some even worldwide. Look out
for smaller, hand-picked designers and manufacturers and
everything
from lamp
shades to
novelty

€gg cups.

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

Everything is reasonably priced and definitely
something you'd be proud to give as a present
or have in your own home. To see for yourself
visit the store at 42 Gillygate, York, YO31 7EQ.

UK. The festive designs include Mistletoe &
Wine, Deck the Halls and new Figgy Pudding
design, so treat yourself to one to make the
post-turkey washing up much more fun.
They're so pretty you could even give them
as gifts for the domestic goddess or aspiring
chef in your life, or stock up on the matching
table runners, napkins and oven gloves to
make this year’s Christmas dinner your most
stylish yet.

Nicole Phillips England is
offering Your Home readers
10% discount on everything
at www.nicolephillips.com
to treat yourselves to an
early Christmas present. Just
enter the code YOURHOME 14
at the checkout before 31st December 2014
to redeem your discount.

R@ao(m,
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GREAT IDEAS FOR...
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'Tis the season to throw a party,
so stock up on our favourite party
accessories to make yours the best

bash in town

A These paper cups look great,
plus they'll save you some washing
up later

Pack of 8 paper cups, £2.99, Ginger Ray
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P> Take some
memorable
snaps with
these fun
festive props

Christmas
photo props,
£12.50, Pipii

-
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< Guests will love

=ammes | Vour signature

5 punch even more
served in this
stylish bowl

Glass punch
bowl, £38, Next

: -

'V Turn your house into a party
palace with these glitzy garlands

Star bunting, £4.50, Paperchase

seesedecessccssocce
¢ 60000006068 800080008080608680880080880080E808000000800006000800800000080080

A Serve up canapés on this
gorgeous festive platter

Platter, £15, Tesco
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There are so many great
decorations available on
the high street to make your
home look the part this
Christmas, but sometimes
it’s the home-made touches
that can really add that
extra bit of festive sparkle.

This month, why not
combine a trip to a beautiful National Trust location with one of the Trust’s
creative workshops, where you can make and take home unique decorations,
gifts and seasonal bakes? Locations from Devon to Yorkshire will be hosting
wreath-making classes where you will use the local foliage to create a

[fresh, show-stopping door decoration, or have a go at making a traditional
Christmas pudding straight out of the 1930s at Ickworth in Suffolk. There’s
also a felt workshop at Cliveden, a ceramic painting class at Eyam Hall

in Derbyshire and create your very own star garland or decorative heart
Sfrom willow at Cotehele in Cornwall. Prices vary depending on the duration
and the type of course so visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events for more
information.

et dink and e ety

Christmas is a time to indulge, and what better way to treat yourself,
of your loved ones, than with a hamper full of mouth-watering
food and drink. Even if you're not a fan of traditional Christmas
treats, at www.ihampers.co.uk you can choose from countless
combinations to find the basket that’s perfect for any taste or
occasion. For chocolate lovers there's the Chocoholics hamper,
~. £59.90, packed full of chocolate truffles, cookies,
pudding and even wine. We're also wishing for this
Love Christmas Basket, filled with Walkers all-butter
shortbread, Coles brandy butter and an all important
Christmas pudding. There are also gluten-free,
diabetic and vegan gift boxes, so nobody has to miss

Love Christmas basket, out on the fun this Christmas.
£26.90, www.ihampers.co.uk

Do something different

Just when we thought the site couldn’t get any better,
Notonthehighstreet.com has launched its new Experience
gift packages, just in time to add them to your Christmas
wish list. There are dozens of full and half-day classes
and experiences to choose from, all of which are
unusual, interesting and perfect for the person who has
everything. We love the sound of the Swing Dance class
for two where you'll get to learn the Lindy Hop and the
Charleston in an energetic four-hour session. If you fancy
something a little less tiring, jewellery experts Made by
Ore will spend the day helping you cut, shape and solder
your broken silver and gold jewellery into statement
accessories. Once purchased, your voucher will be sent

to your door, ready to redeem when you or your loved one want to book onto your
chosen experience. Prices start from just £18, so visit www.notonthehighstreet.com/
experiences to find your favourite.
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Rugged wood or elegant tile, it doesn't matter,
Quick-Step laminate brings your home beautiful flooring
with practical advantages; flooring that has it alll

Thanks to a huge choice of looks and colours, you
are sure fo find a floor that is true to your style. With
true-to-life textures and joints perfectly in keeping
with the character of your floor, Quick-Step laminate
floors are almost indistinguishable from the wood or
stone that they recreate right down to the smallest
of detail.

The sealed surface of Quick-Step laminate floors
provides excellent protection against spilt drinks
and dirty shoes, making them easy to wipe away.
What's more, with the Scratch Guard layer, Quick-Step
laminate floors are up to 10 times more scratch
resistant, meaning less worry for you and a floor that

will stay looking beautifully natural for even longer.

Find out what else a lominate floor can do for your home
at www.quick-step.co.uk

Style that can take

a knock or two,
ﬂnot s Quick:Step

IMPRESSIVE ULTRA | IMU1857

INTRODUCING OUR NEW
WATERPROOF LAMINATE
FLOOR

With the introduction of Quick-Step IMPRESSIVE
ULTRA, our new Waterproof Floor, there has
never been a better time to bring all the benefits
of laminate flooring to your bathroom or damp
room. Thanks to the protective and repellent
Hydroseal coating, water stays on the surface
and does not penetrate into the joints. Beautiful

laminate flooring has never been this easy.

CLASSIC | QSM075

A

EXQUISA | EXQ1552




Starting from

£24.99 [

Rowan lined | Sisk
curtain inred @ %

Woven textured finish and
fully-lined to minimise
unwanted light.

Keep out marauding

aliens or, more boringly,
unwanted light. Our Rowan
curtains hang beautifully
and add warmth and colour
to any room. They are fully
lined, so you can get to
sleep more easily, or even
play hide and seek.

Afterall,
they're your curtains.

Available at

Argos




GET IN TOUCH YOUR HOME NEEDS YOU!

We love to hear what you've .
i been up to, so send us your \
i letters, tips and photos and

you could win up to £120 of '
i WallpaperDirect :
vouchers. %gku’a Editorial

. Assistant
We answer your questions and discover what you've
been up to this month...

LETTER OF

Wedded bliss THE MONTH

My brother got married in March, and when | asked if
there was anything he would like for a wedding present my
heart sank when he showed me an expensive patchwork stag

head. It was much more than | had budgeted for, so | decided I saw the
to make him one. A family friend had some antlers, so | re-built Furniture
the head using papier maché and the fabrics | used were offcuts Faceliftin the
from the bridesmaids’ dresses and my brother’s wedding kilt. June issue of
My brother and sister-in-law were thrilled with the result. Your Home
Eleanor McCracken, Dumfries & Galloway and thought
Your Home says What c'.:l fani_:astic idea, Eleanor. YVe :‘z:fatsiic idea
bet your brother and sister-in-law really appreciated itwas to
all the effort you went to, especially taking the time to incoijorate diffeieiit fabiics used iii make a bed
their wedding. We can’t wait to see what you make next. .
into a bench!
Our son had
- moved into
A new look for anew home | ististhome
We recently moved to Manchester from the so we decided to make it as a surprise for him and
Cotswolds and while redecorating our home here his girffriend. We used my son’s old single bed and
we took the opportunity to change our furniture. Our I made a foam bench cushion using this quirky
1990s mock Georgian table and chairs were almost on printed fabric. Thanks for all the ideas, we will keep
their way to auction, but taking inspiration from Your reading to get moreinspiration to upcycle more
Home, | decided to upcycle them. | first sanded them, things for their house and get some space backin
then painted them in Neptune ‘French Grey' paint and our loft too!
lime waxed the table top. | also reupholstered the Shirey, via email

chairs, all for under £95. We love it and it has given

Your Home says \Wow! Here at Your Home

. . . us the motivation to try other projects. we love it when our readers have a go at
Feehng mSpZFQd Nick Edwards, Manchester making any of our projects, and this bench
Having moved into our home 18 months ago, | Your Home says We're so glad you didn’t put Ioc.>ks like it was a complete success,
have been mulling over ideas to create my dream this dining set up for auction, Nick. It just Shirley! We're sure your son is looking 5
farmhouse kitchen ever since. | was delighted goes to show that with a forward to your next idea and his next o
when | picked up my September issue of Your little imagination and elbow " 1Before piece of beautiful furniture. rE_u
>

Home and saw the farmhouse Trend Alert grease, unloved furniture i W Shirleys letter won £120 of WallpaperDirect .
feature — it couldn’t have come at a better time! can be transformed into ) L 2

. . . ouchers. Send us iews, thoughts and 2
Now armed with great tips and ideas about something you’ll love for 8 %()uc 1ers. oend us your views zou('g g s anc E
colour, fabric and accessories, | feel both inspired years to come. Well done! , ideas and you could be next month's winner.

N

and confident that | will be able to create a
warm, welcoming place for my family and
friends. | cant wait to get started.

Lisa Bowen, Peterborough

Your Home says Our Acting Deputy Editor
Laura was thrilled that you found the Trend
Alert so inspiring! It's great to hear that . - 1 or like our Fac
you'll be using some of Laura’s tips to www.facebook.cor
create your dream kitchen. Good luck! X

SEND YOUR TIPS, PHOTOS AND LETTERS TO: ¥ Our Letter of the Month will win

Letters Editor, Your Home, Hubert Burda Media UK, > £120 of WallpaperDirect vouchers, Wallpapel’n;_ ir
The Tower, Phoenix Square, Colchester, Essex CO4 9HU : : plus every letter printed will receive

or email yourhome@burdamagazines.co.uk a £20 WallpaperDirect voucher to be spent online.
Call 01323 430886 or visit www.wallpaperdirect.com

v
@ Letters may have to be edited. We apologise but photos cannot be returned q}{ﬂ[d ik




Bring your dream kitchen to life
through your local builder
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When you're thinking of a new kitchen, you want to know it'll work perfectly - as well as look beautiful, of course.
Which is why it should be fitted by a professional - and why, at Howdens, we only sell to trade customers.

So for your first step towards a new kitchen, ask your local builder about Howdens. We have over 570 depots
throughout Britain, supplying kitchens, joinery products and appliances from local stock. Each of our depots has
experienced designers who will plan your kitchen and be on hand throughout to help you and your builder.

To find out more, contact your local builder or to request a brochure call 0800 6888 167,
or visit www.howdens.com

Kitchen featured is Tewkesbury Stone

HOWDENS

JOINERY CO.

MAKING SPACE MORE VALUABLE



Transform your existing
staircase 1n just 48 hours

no mess ¢ no fuss ¢ no building work

Transforming your staircase into an exquisite handcrafted feature

is a lot easier than you’d imagine. As specialists in home interiors

for over 25 years, Neville Johnson can renovate every part of /

your staircase, even replacing your stair carpet with hardwearing '

oak treads. In 1-2 days, with no structural building work and

minimal re-decoration, we will create a stunning, handcrafted

staircase that will add value to your home. All in a style to suit you,
your home and your budget. T |

NO STAIRCASE TOO LARGE OR SMALL "

Whether you prefer traditional timber, glass or contemporary steel,

S

we have a wide range to choose from. Whatever scale or style your
project, you can be confident you will receive our utmost attention
and with our flexible finance options you can also spread the cost.*

=

—
_< | A

= Nationwide service

= No structural work &

= FREE design service

= Full project management »
= 10 year guarantee

= Typically installed in 1-2 days

= Buy now pay in 12 months*

= Wide choice of classic & contemporary styles ‘

CALL FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURE
OR A FREE DESIGN VISIT

01618738333

Please quote code Y-YH35
nevillejohnsonstaircases.co.uk/yyourhome

*Buy now pay in 12 months, finance offer is available on orders over £2,000 +VAT.
Finance is subject to status, terms apply. 9.9% APR Representative.

NEVILLE JOHNSON

DESIGN WITHOUT COMPROMISE
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Get ahead to ensure you enjoy every
minute of the celebrations

HOW TO...organise \our kitchen for Christmas - [l

Avoid any last-minute entertaining emergencies by getting your kitchen in
order well before the guests start to arrive...

A week or two before your guests arrive work out how many people you have
coming and check that you have enough plates, bowls, glasses and cutlery,
bearing in mind that you might not want to be washing up in between courses. Now is
also a good time to check them over to make sure they are in good condition — nobody
wants to eat off a chipped plate — and if anything is dusty or grubby give it a good
clean to save doing it as you are dishing up.

If you are roasting a whole turkey, simmering a ham joint or making a large batch

of soup, make sure your existing pots, pans, tins and trays are the right size. You
don’t want to be squeezing a turkey into a too-small tin on Christmas morning, or
mopping up spilt soup that's bubbled over in a tiny pan.

My set of stainless steel cutlery has become
tarnished, is there any way of giving it back

its sparkle?
|Z| The week before make sure your table linen is clean and ironed if needed. Check
you have enough napkins, place mats and coasters while you are at it. Stainless steel cutlery can over time develop
There will inevitably be leftovers on Christmas Day, or when entertaining in the streaks on the surface which is actually a build
lead-up to the big day, so it's important you are able to store them properly to up of detergent that hasn’t been rinsed away
avoid waste. Empty out that cupboard jammed with mismatched plastic boxes, locate sufficiently. If you wash them in the dishwasher
the lids and make sure they still fit tighﬂy. Think about what might be left over and make sure you remove them as soon as possible
decide on whether you have enough, or need to purchase a couple of new items. when the wash has finished, and always give them
Check your rolls of tin foil, clingfilm and greaseproof paper and stock up if needed. a good rinse
And don’t forget to add freezer bags to your shopping list as an added back up! when washing - - - 2
by hand, Vi L,_'1 ' L
ensuring you ; Sl

don’t leave
them to drain.
'Freshen the air naturally To remove the
around your home without 5 ' \ stains try using

nasty propellants and CFCs, a specific
z / t‘ with method's Air Refreshers, stainless steel
—— 1 using pressurised air cleaner, or use
T — fechnology. Available lemon juice
exclusively at Tesco, priced at £2.50, choose to buff away
from fresh beach sage, fruity sweet tangerine, the stain.

pretty wild poppy and relaxing French lavender;
each veleasing a natural and subtle scent
without being over-powering and synthetic
smelling.’

16-piece cutlery
set, £15, Tesco




What to
look out for

THIS
MON'TH

» For speedy marinades, sauces
and dressings use the Mastrad
Qwik whisk. With handy
measurements running up the
side, you can measure and whisk
all in one go, then pop it in the
fridge until needed.

Mastrad Qwik whisk, £20, John Lewis

V¥ Use this large 1.6] mixing bowl for mixing up r
batters for your Christmas cakes and puddings,

or for preparing the stuffing or side dishes on ]
Christmas morning. The colourful base, available

in a festive red, or stylish pastel mint, is heat i

resistant up to 220°C/448°F, and the graduation
marks inside are helpful for measuring or for
taking note of when ingredients have increased

in size when whisking.

Mixing bowl 1.6, £19.75, Brabantia

|

A Making sure the turkey is cooked
through is a difficult task, especially when
it's large enough to feed a very hungry
crowd. Leave no room for doubt by using
OXO's digital instant read thermometer to
measure the internal cooking
temperature. Getting the turkey out of
the roasting tin can also be an awkward
moment — make it easier with this poultry
lifter, which will allow you to drain juices
from the turkey with ease and lift it
swiftly onto the carving board.

We test... cleaning pastes

We tested a selection of cleaning pastes, here’s what we found...

A

Surprise cakes and hidden centres are the
latest craze in the baking world, and
thanks to Nordic Ware creating this trick

has become a whole lot easier. The Pinata
cake pan, available for £19.99 from

Lakeland, allows you to bake a round cake
with a hollow inside, to fill with sweets for
a dramatic surprise when you cut a slice

out of the finished cake. The round shape

makes the perfect festive figgy pudding,
but this pan is not just for Christmas.
Use it all year round to create apples or
footballs for birthdays, or pumpkins and
eyeballs for Hallowe'en.

Digital
thermometer,
£15.50; Poultry
lifter, £10,

both OXO |

—

ASTONISH PRO

CLEANING PASTE, £3.99

With a pleasant smell and a good
consistency, this paste worked well
on a multitude of tasks around the
home, including a greasy cooker
hood and grime around taps. It
contains essential oils of tea tree and
eucalyptus, and left behind a slight
coating which was effective in
repelling water. The sponge included
wasn't the best quality and didn‘t
last very long, but could easily be
replaced with another once it

wears out.
M(omsa

ﬁﬂﬂ

.'

CLEANING
% A§:|;"Eﬂ‘

FRUE AFPLICATON INSIEY

DR. BECKMANN POWER
CLEANER, £4.09

This tough, multi-purpose paste had
a scent reminiscent of fresh laundry,
and came with its own sponge. The
consistency was quite firm, so it was
a little tricky to get a decent amount
on the sponge, but it did work well
for a variety of cleaning tasks, and
was especially effective on grubby
grout and limescale around taps. It
left behind a water-repellent finish,
which was really handy for use
around sinks and taps, and it could
also be useful for outside jobs such
as alloy wheels and muddy trainers.

= f
Power Cleaner

WL TH-PURPIST TOUCH CLTd0es

DOKTOR POWER MULTI-PURPOSE
CLEANER, £4.99, JML

This all-purpose cleaner made light
work of everything we tried it on —
from mucky oven doors to limescale-
covered taps and a stained kitchen
draining board. The product was
solid in the container but once the
wet sponge, which is included, was
applied it soon softened up and
created a good amount of cleaning
foam. It had a fresh, pleasant citrus
scent and didn't feel too harsh on
our hands — and is environmentally-
friendly too, which is another bonus.

BIO-MEX, £9.99, LAKELAND

A little goes a long way with this
cleaner so is well worth the price.
[t comes as a hard block which you
use with the included wet sponge.
It took a while to get a good
amount on the sponge at first but
soon started to foam. It worked
well on tasks around the kitchen
such as cleaning a greasy hob, and
left a uPVC door gleaming white —
although some elbow grease was
needed for sticky marks. It had
quiet a strong citrus smell which
was fresh, and left behind a white
residue which wiped away easily.
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Feature Kate Harding

ESSENTIAL INFO

Consumer /5

Stay on top of the latest issues and hot topics with our monthly round-up of news

. . SOCIAL LIFE
Make savings in your local area

New furniture brand Heart of House, available
at Argos, recently conducted a survey using
social media to gain an insight into how we
really use our homes in 2014. The results
show technology is having a very real impact
on the way we furnish our homes. With 38%
saying they no longer used a TV cabinet,
preferring instead to use wall-mounted
brackets to house their modern flat screens.
Desks are being rejected in favour of using
laptops on cushions on our laps. While
e-readers and tablets are threatening the
bookshelf’s place in our homes, with more
of us favouring e-books over the real deal,
therefore negating the need for somewhere
to store bulky books. And with lack of space
an increasingly common scenario in modern
properties we're

With Christmas and all the expense that surrounds it on the horizon, saving money at this

. . . ) also seein
time of year is always welcome. Amazon Local is a handy resource that can help you find . 9 .
; . o L furniture being -3

great offers that are currently available in your area as well as nationwide. Existing Amazon iven multi -
customers can browse local deals using their existing account, or you can subscribe to be ?unctional uses
kept up-to-date on all the latest offers at www.amazonlocal.co.uk. such as the ' H EARTg
Offer categories include Health & Beauty, Shopping & . ()

g w Pping kitchen table H USE

Services, Entertainment & Travel and Restaurants, Bars Clear

& Pubs, and you can tailor your account so you the clutter
only receive information on the areas that
specifically interest you.

doubling up as
a home office.
According to a recent study by Music
Magpie, clutter is taking over our homes. So
amazZon Iocalr much so that just under half claimed that the amount
~ of clutter meant there wasn’t enough space for the
things they actually needed. As well as causing a lack of U nexpected chal“ges
WHAT WOULD YOU space, clutter can also have a detrimental effect on whether Sneaking up on you?

SAVE IN A FIRE? property will sell, as George Frank from Douglas & Gordon
. explains, ‘Knick-knacks, overflowing drawers and piles of

If you've ever unintentionally slipped
A new survey by specialist insurer, books may represent a life well lived, but they also make into an unauthorised overdraft you're

Ecclesiastical, asked what items would properties appear highly personalised and impede buyers  Jikely to be familiar with the added, and
be saved in the event of their home from imagining themselves living there.” Not only will often unexpected, expense this can incur.
being struck by a disaster, such as a fire having a good clear out free up space and help you As part of their 'stop sneaky fees and
or flood, assuming that family members sell your home, but it can also make you charges’ campaign Which? is calling on

and pets were safe. Interestingly the results money, when selling unwanted CDs, banks to bring some clarity on the cost of
showed a clear division between the sexes unauthorised overdrafts and for banks to allow
when it came to priorities, with 27% of women customers to opt in or out of unauthorised
opting to save photographs, compared to only 11% overdrafts. This comes as their research reveals around
of men. While men were more inclined to rescue more 2.5 million people say they've used an unauthorised
practical items, with 24% saving important documents and 22% salvaging technology, overdraft in the last year, with one in seven saying

DVDs on websites such as
Music Magpie.

such as laptops and phones. Ecclesiastical’s advice is to discuss what items are they've even considered taking a payday loan due to
important to take with you in an emergency, and ideally create a list of all items to be worry about overdraft charges. To find out more about
given priority and assign responsibility for specific the ‘stop sneaky fees and charges campaign’ and to
items to individuals. Also for insurance purposes, take @Iﬂ&ﬂi}j pledge your support visit the website at

photographs of valuable items and keep a copy of - www.which.co.uk/campaigns/insurance-bank-card-fees.

their valuation elsewhere, such as a relative’s home. Inguring, lnvasting and Pratecting
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Feature Hayley Gilbert Image iStock

ESSENTIAL INFO

Consumer news...!\ [#OCUSS

Whether you're saving up for a deposit on a house or car here’s how to make your money go further

he best way to save up for a big
Tpurchase is to budget wisely and

make sure you have the best
savings account for all that spare cash.

Take time to assess your finances and e
you'll soon be splashing out... S

Make a budget l |

Sit down with a cuppa and go through all your
bank statements and bills to see what you could
cut back on:

v The first thing to check is whether you are
spending more than you earn. You can’t save

up for something if you are already in debt and
overspending, so check every outgoing in detail.

v’ Make a list of all the essentials such as mortgage
or rent, bills, food and so on, then cancel anything
you don't need or want.

v You may be able to save on some of the . =
essentials by looking at alternative solutions. This

coyld include switching your supermarkgt, reducing The plg‘g'ybank]ng' Savings accounts
childcare gosts and moving energy suppliers and techmque
phone tariffs.

v/ Compromises could include swapping Sky for
Freeview, holidaying in the UK or at home for a year
or two and no more takeaways or meals out for via direct debit. Make sure it doesn’t require a
a while. . minimum pay-in though.

v Even things like cutting back on that daily latte, spending. You need to balance the books @ Other accounts should be savings accounts,
cycling to work and taking a packed lunch could so work out how much you can spend on

save you hundreds of pounds over the year. different areas of your life.
v Use different bank accounts for these

different purposes. Put money into each
one, spreading it around depending on what

Do your research to choose the best account
for your money:
® A second current account is ideal for paying bills

Martin Lewis from Money Saving Expert
has a tried-and-trusted technique to help
you take control of your spending:

v Select your main categories of

where you can earn good interest, or a cash ISA
with tax-free interest.

le it a good idea to use my credit card Extra ways to save up

to pay for the holiday of a lifetime? it's going to be used for. At the very least, Try more long-term ways to make extra cash:

Hannah Smith, Oxford there should be a main bank account and ® Ask for overtime at work.
. a separate one for bills. If you're self- ® Take on a second job, utilising a skill you can

Yes, if you know you can afford the employed, make sure you have a tax account share with others, such as special occasion cakes.

monthly payments. A credit card too. It's also a good idea to have a separate ® Make money from a spare room with a lodger.
enables you to spread the cost over a account for emergencies and one for that ® Rent out the garage if you never use it.
number of months and if you choose the big purchase. ® Offer your babysitting, pet-sitting or dog-
right card, you won't have to pay any v Set up standing orders from your walking services to family and friends.

interest either. Visit a website such as main account to move the right amount of
www.moneysupermarket.com to compare money into the other accounts every month.

current deals. It's best to do this a couple of days after Usefu]- Conta’ots

payday to ensure

there are no T t' M For budgeting tools try
RAISING EXTRA CASH payment op Ip www.adviceguide.org.uk and
problems. If you need help with www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk
Once you've made a budget of all your serious debt to get you started, B Compare the latest savings accounts
essential outgoings, consider ways to earn extra money: there are free non-profit agencies at www.moneysavingexpert.com
® Have a good clear out and sell items such as clothes, books, that you can turn to such as B Sell unwanted items via
DVDs and CDs online with eBay or Gumtree. Citizens Advice, StepChange www.ebay.com, www.gumtree.com
® Music Magpie will give you an instant price for your CDs. Debt Charity or National or www.musicmagpie.co.uk
Simply enter the barcode via the website and then send by courier Debtline. The sooner M Find free debt advice at
or post, for free — you'll get paid by bank transfer or cheque. you seek help, www.stepchange.org and

® Take unwanted items to a car boot sale or have a yard sale. the better. www.nationaldebtline.org
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Decorating =

Trend watch: &anw@é@

Shake up your Christmas décor this year with a trend that can't help but stand
out from the crowd. We're talking tangerine orange, lime green and hot pink,
all teamed with lots of glitter. Use whichever and however many colours you
like, but be sure to choose bright shades which all complement each other. For
maximum impact, choose plain and unfussy decorations such as matt baubles
and colour-block crackers to really make this trend pop. You can add that all
important Christmas sparkle with glittery stars, sequins and metallic ribbons
on everything from your tree to your staircase. This is definitely a trend you can
have fun with, so look out for quirky decorations and accessories to complete
the look — Paperchase and Habitat have both got some really unique and
eccentric bits, so be brave and embrace a bit of colour craziness this year.

6ft natural wood tree, £150; pink flamingo, £10; silver tree star topper, £2.50;
decorations, from £2.50, all Paperchase

Make your Christmas scent-sational

Feature Laura McLeish

Say it with flowers

There's nothing quite like brightening up your
home with fresh flowers, especially at Christmas
time. This year, treat yourself to a subscription
from flower delivery service, Bloom & Wild.
Unlike other florists, Bloom & Wild carefully pack
your flowers into a box that will easily fit through a standard letterbox, meaning
you're free to go out and finish off your Christmas shopping, knowing they’ll be
waiting for you when you get back. Single bouquets start from £13.95 and three-
month subscriptions start from £40, so visit www.bloomandwild.com to order yours.

Learn from the best

Sure to be at the top of every aspiring interior designer’s Christmas list, Julia Brendel’s
interiors and craft workshops are a chance to learn a new skill and start making your
dream home décor a reality. Luxury textile designer Julia runs the workshops in her home
studio in Kent, teaching alongside other experts who have a wealth of experience and
knowledge. Choose from half or full-day courses including lampshade making, Roman blind making
and an interior design workshop where you'll learn the tricks of the trade and put together your very
own design scheme for your dream master bedroom. Half-day courses cost £65 and full day courses
cost £125, including lunch. Visit www.juliabrendel.com for more information.

Your Home readers can receive 10% discount on any of Julia’s workshops. Simply visit
www.juliabrendel.com or call 01795 599840 and quote the code JBLWR before

31st December 2014.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW DECORATING PAGES AT VWV YOURHOMEMAGAZINE COUK

98 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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STYLE Fl I_E Black and gold will create a chic scheme for your Christmas decs

Feature Laura Higgins Background wallpaper Yasmin Cream
Gold wallpaper, £79 per roll, Eijffinger at Wallpaperdirect.com

Gold geometric stag head, £20; Gold and black candle holders, £8 each; .
Tortoiseshell tealight holder, £6; Gold and black crackers, £7 for 6; Giant ¥
gold baubles, £5 for three; 7ft Luxury Regency fir tree, £60; Leopard print
glass bauble, £3.50; Black and gold glass jester decoration, £3.50; Gold
sequin bow decoration, £1.50, all Tesco

5T AR

Add hints of gold, copper and bronze

Whether you’re in love with
old Hollywood glamour, or
fancy something sleeker and
more contemporary, the one
thing that you are sure to
achieve with a mertallic
scheme is sheer decadence.
You can take inspiration from
the Art Deco era, lavish animal
prints, or modern geometric
design — it’s the colour
scheme that is key. Team
jewel tones and deep darks
with lustrous golds in antique
and rose shades, as well as
coppers and bronze. Black,
charcoal, midnight blue and
rich purple all combine beautifully with these shimmering shades
to really illuminate your décor.

Choose opulent textures and layer with bold prints and shapes.
Go for plush materials such as velvet for a sumptuous feel, with
clever lighting to really make the metallics glisten and bounce the
light around the room...

Acting Deputy Editor

Have fun combining different
textures and details

Gold bobble frame, £19, Littlewoods

These gorgeous
bon bon jars will
add interest

Create a collection
of decorative gold
frames displaying
gorgeous black
and white photos

Tall mercury glass

bon bon jar, £55;

Small mercury glass

bon bon jar, £29.50;
y [ both M&S

Decorative baroque
frame, £12; Diamanté
bronze frame, £6,
both Tesco

2
contemporary look

Choose faceted ‘w
detail for a more ;
=

Geo table lamp, £29, Very g
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, | e STYLE FILE

[T]

Choose eye-catching pieces
to pep-up plain walls

Sunburst metal wall art, £95, Littlewoods

Soften this look by using dark grey, rather than
black on the walls

Chartwell large sofa chenille in nutmeg, £799; Lantau
round black side table, £39; Savoy mirror copper glass
occasional table, £99; Soft shaggy black rug, £20;
Mercury glass small gold filled candle, £5; Tortoiseshell-
effect tealight holder, £4; Ceramic ribbed bronze vase,
£12; Bronze and silver ombre metallic vase, £15;
Worthington gold mirror, £80; Gold foil brown cushion,
£10; Beaded cushion, £14; Tiger stripe cut velvet cushion,
£14; Leopard tapestry cushion, £16, all Tesco Direct

Clockwise from top left: Sumptuous Pashmina
carpet, £32.99 per sq m, Carpetright. F0649/02
Palais in Charcoal from Salon collection, £49
per m; F0683/02 Vendome in Noir from Salon
collection, £41 per m, both Clarke & Clarke. Jack
Black (119) Absolute matt emulsion, £35 per
2.5, Little Greene. W535/01 Claremont Lustre
Wallpaper, £43 per roll, Villa Nova. F0677/03
Honore in Noir from Salon collection, £41

per m, Clarke & Clarke

Key things to
consider...

@ Look out for wallpapers with a soft
shimmer. They will add a subtle glow to
your scheme as well as reflecting light
which will make your room appear to
be larger.

@ If your room is on the small side
avoid using a dark colour on all four
walls — instead use as an accent colour
in a wallpaper, or opt for a feature wall
and combine with a wallpaper that has
a subtle pattern.

@ If you find black a little daunting use
softer charcoal on the larger spaces, or
soften it further by using a rich
midnight blue or deep, opulent purple.
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For a really glamorous look add Flickering

a few Art Deco elements candlelight
will create

Clara medium sofa, £1,715; embroidered a cos

cushions, from £45; Black mock crock Yy

storage boxes, £85 for set of three; Gold atmosphere

stripe bulb vase, £30; Speckled amber

jar, £25; Marlene sideboard, £2,359; Omb're

Striped monochrome vases: small, £45, hurricane case,

large, £55; Logo shade table lamp, £125, £20, Bhs

all Biba Home at House of Fraser
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Clockwise from top left: San
Francisco Charcoal carpet,
£29.99 per sq m, Carpetright.
F0679/04 Maroc in Noir from
Salon collection, £45 per m,
Clarke & Clarke. 2088/41 Heavenly
Raven; 2088/02 Heavenly Corn,
both £60 per metre, both Villa Nova.
Scree (227) Absolute matt
emulsion, £35 per 2.5], Little
Greene. Yasmin Cream Gold
wallpaper, £79 per roll, Eijffinger
at Wallpaperdirect.com

Bring this trend to the

dining table with a

combination of gold and
opulent deep jewel colours

Plates, from £3.99; baubles,

£2.99, all Homesense

This super-stylish
chandelier will suit
a sleek, modern
scheme

Draping chain
chandelier, £199, M&S



EXPERT TIPS

"Think old school Hollywood glamour,
mixing black, copper and golds with
striking graphics and rich textures for a
subtle decadent look in your home this
season. Layer a mixture of fabrics with
metallic frames and vases to ensure
that the look doesn’t become too dark
but remains moody and opulent.’
Steven Rowe, Head of Design at Tesco

Give your bathroom an instant
update with some gold accessories

Cracked gold glass dispenser, £8; glass
tumbler, £5; glass bin, £18, all George Home

Sequin detailing will give
armchairs and sofas a glitzy look

Bronze sequin cushion, £18, Bhs

Animal prints lend themselves to this luxurious trend,
but keep it subdued with subtle prints

Canton black double headboard, £199; Keswick three-drawer bedside
chest, £149; Leopard/Python print double duvet set, £15; Tiger stripe cut
velvet cushion, £14; Faux fur brown cushion, £12; Gold foil brown cushion,
£10; Beaded cushion, £14; Ceramic ribbed bronze vase, £12; Tortoiseshell-
effect tealight holder, £4; Canton ottoman, £129, all Tesco Direct

STYLE FILE

Metallic mirios

Be dazzled every time you look in the mirror

Trebbia large

wall mi

113cm, £345,
Pierrot et Coco

Sy | Y
i T . Tangier
—f ’ mirror
; [ Py~ r 64cm,

Trevose
mirror 84cm,
£125,
Littlewoods

rror

| O = Py o TR £16.99
J \ 1./ \'/ s The Range
¢ J\—// L )
L. rd oy
A RAL T g
_‘:;f' o
fuf
Marrakesh .‘f L+
mirror » ::Q
99cm, i <.
£279, N .
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e <%
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Helios gilt
sunburst
mirror
91cm,
£155,
Pierrot et
Coco
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KITCHEN MAKEOVER

"We chose to revamp

rather t

Louise slcoured the internet for her
versatile and durable granite double sink,
which she complemented with a stylish

chrome mixer tap

The new
replacement
touch-top induction
hob and integrated
oven were simply
slotted into place

in around half

an hour!

T h

han replace’

Louise Hanson transformed her tired, dated kitchen-
diner without any mess or fuss and for a fraction of

the cost of buying new

en Louise Hanson, first viewed
the three-bedroom house in
North Wales, she shares with

husband Pete, and son Ben, she was
instantly drawn to the large kitchen-diner.
“The previous owner had installed it 20
years ago, but despite its age, the oak units
were in great condition, plus the
traditional layout and generous storage
were perfect for a busy family — so it
seemed a shame to rip it out, especially as
we couldn’t afford to fit a kitchen of
similar quality,” explains Louise. However,
just three years on, and the inherited
kitchen was beginning to show signs of
wear and tear. “The cooker, sink and
laminate worktop had definitely seen
better days, and although the units
remained pristine, I must admit I found
the dark and outdated timber finish quite
oppressive,’ says Louise. The challenge,
for the couple, was how to create a modern
airy space on a strict budget.

STEP ONE Keen to retain the units

and avoid the expense and disruption a new
kitchen brings, Louise initially suggested
they simply paint them. However, worried
that their painting skills were not up to the
job, the couple began researching
alternatives and were delighted to discover
a local company specialising in re-spraying
units. After a few home visits, plus a myriad
of samples, we settled on a colour
combination of soft grey and off-white,’
recalls Louise. And with all doors off-site
for re-painting, the couple set about
dismantling some unwanted cupboards
above the hob. ‘I found being totally
surrounded by wall units quite
claustrophobic, and I’'m pleased to say their
removal instantly helped open up the
room,’ says Louise, ‘however it did result in
some problematic damaged tiling!’

STEP T\NO To further conserve funds

the couple had wanted to keep both flooring
and tiles, and while a quick scour of the
garage resulted in a few replacement tiles,

&

Avoller blind is a fuss-free
and hygienic option in the kitchen and
a great Way o introduce colour or
pattern to more neutval schemes.

there were not enough to make good the
damaged area. Unsure as to the solution the
couple turned their attention to replacing the
hob, oven and sink, and cleverly sourced
models that would simply slot into the
existing spaces. Louise also took the
opportunity to refresh the walls with a space-
enhancing pale grey and begin sourcing
worktops. ‘I wanted to invest the money
saved in a sleek granite surface, but Pete was
concerned that any new worktop would mean
more damage to the tiling, so when a friend
suggested Granite Transformations it seemed
the ideal compromise,” says Louise, ‘as rather
than remove the existing worktop they
simply cover it, plus they also suggested a
matching splashback for the hob area.” With
the worktops on order, the remainder of the
units were then sprayed in-situ and the doors
re-hung. “This took a few of days due to our
choice of two colours, and the masking [>



Louise saved thousands by
simply updating her kitchen

PN units, while a calming colour
‘ palette ensures her now airy
- kitchen-diner is the ideal
. setting for family meals.
- ] Louise teamed her recycled

- table and chairs with a

i colourful quirky stool, that

i~ -,
'S r g ' can be tucked neatly away
N UNE = to allow unhindered access
- i to the oven

dated kitchen units — Louise opted for
a professional spray-painted finish
1o ensure a high-quality,
hard-wearing resutt.
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An inexpensive painted chalkboard makes
a great splashback — apply directly to
smooth plaster or; like Louise, paint a sheet
of MDF, cut-to-size, in order 1o hide
unsighttly surfaces or tired tiles.

<] required, but the finish is excellent and has
proved very hard-wearing,” smiles Louise. The
new engineered worktops and splashback also
proved equally successful, and took just a day
to complete, without any mess or damage.
‘Everyone comments on how fantastic they
look, and I love the fact that they are made
from recycled materials,’ says Louise.

STEP THREE An avid recycler, Louise

then replaced some of the motif tiles on the
remaining walls with plain tiles salvaged from
the garage, while the rest were covered with a
smart MDF blackboard. ‘I got the idea when
reading a restaurant menu board, and although

£12 from Asda
The Jones Teapot clock in duck egg is a cute addition
to a busy family kitchen and will suit a traditional
farmhouse-style down to a tee.

£24 from Ellie Ellie

B

=

Pete was sceptical, he now uses it more than
me,’ laughs Louise. She also dug out an old
dining table stowed in a shed, and a set of
kitchen chairs, donated by her mother, was
given a quick facelift and teamed with a retro
stool. Finally a trip to the high street resulted
in some useful open storage and shelving,
while a made-to-measure blind added a
welcome splash of colour and pattern. And
now that it’s complete, Louise cannot believe
the difference — ‘the room not only feels,
bright and spacious, but off-setting expensive
items against some serious cost-cutting, meant
I got the kitchen I wanted without breaking
the bank!” {7

ROOMPLAN

4m
F |
3.3m
THE DETAILS
Kitchen re-spray £1,200
Worktops & splashback £3,700
Appliances £688
Sink and tap £638
Paint £24.79
Blind £132
Chalkboard £22.29
Storage £59.95
Stool £69

£6,534.03

TOTAL

Shopping list

Kitchen units professionally re-sprayed in
any RAL colour (colours used 9003 and 7042),
prices start from £399, Revitalise. Cristallino
White worktop and splashback, from £385
per sq m, Granite Transformations. SEB600MFS
built-in stainless steel oven, £289;
SEH600iTC induction hob, £399, both Stoves.
Java 210 double granite sink in Polar white,
£479; Alba two lever chrome mixer tap,
£159, both Carron Phoenix. Handy shelves,
from £9.98 each; mdf sheet, £9.29; Rust-
Oleum blackboard paint, £13 per 750ml, all
B&Q. Pimlico roller blind in Emerge, from
£78 for a 61cm x 61cm blind, The Fabric Box.
Metal retro stool, £69, An Angel At My Table.
Skovel clock, £30, lkea. Metal storage unit,
£34.99, Homesense. Walls painted in: Classical
White matt emulsion, £24.79 per 2.5,
Leyland Trade.

This simple wall clock in cream has a stylish, retro look

which would suit contemporary, and more traditional

kitchens alike.

£35 from Cath Kidston

For a quirky choice the London kitchen clock is a fun
design with its picture of Big Ben as well as a London

black cab and an iconic red bus.
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live like this sofas | lounge | dining | office | bedroom | lighting

LAGUNA three seater sofa
£799

CLIFTON coffee table
£429

OSAKA nest of tables
£179

POQDLE side table
£149

TAPERED floor light
£129

! ACCESSORIES from
' | £49

- -
= Cam, B,

new autumn catalogue out now
For your FREE copy visit dwell.co.uk/yh or call 0845 675 9090

Visit a store: London: Tottenham Court Rd - Westfield White City - Westfield Stratford City
Barton Square, Trafford Centre - Princess Square, Glasgow

exclusive designs - rapid delivery - full range online



KITCHEN MAKEOVER

dining area around
has transformed
Myesha'’s home. The
kitchen is now
flooded with light
and colour




yesha Abel, a fashion stylist,
couldn’t wait to get started on
the kitchen in her three-

bedroom Victorian house in South
Woodford, East London. After moving in
eight years ago, with her partner Pete, life
took over and the dark and cramped
kitchen was at the bottom of the list of
jobs to get on with. As a working mum,
with two children, Isaac, eight, and
Amelia, five, time and money was tight so
Myesha put up with her small kitchen. ‘I
had to have the light on during most of the
daytime, but the time had come and we
were ready for some kitchen DIY.

4-Myesha is thrilled with her
vintage find on eBay. The G-
Plan sideboard fits perfectly
into the dining area adding
to the retro feel, and stores
all her vintage crockery

- The chrome tap adds

a modern touch and is
combined with a stainless
steel, undermount sink to give
the worktop a clean finish

STEP ONE It made sense to knock

down the interior wall between the old
kitchen and dining room to make it more
open-plan. Myesha wanted to be able to
open her house up to make a larger area to
cook and eat with the family. It was
important to add as much light as possible
too. ‘Making my new kitchen as bright and
light as possible was number one
on my list. I was sick of cooking
without enough daylight.” With
the wall removed and a bigger
space to play with, Myesha and
Pete decided to move the kitchen
to the back of the room leaving
space for the dining table nearest
to the garden. ‘We love the garden
and spending time outside in the
summer months, so we invested
in some folding doors which really
open up the space to the garden,
and bring in plenty of natural light
too. Myesha, loves the mid-
century look and being a fan of &
Orla Kiely’s retro prints, chose
some of her wallpaper in a Mimosa
yellow to give her kitchen the
‘wow’ factor.

STEP TWO Myesha and

Pete had set their sights on white
gloss units to add even more light.
‘We went along to Howdens in
Chingford to look at the different
ranges and | immediately knew the
integrated handle kitchen in gloss
white would be perfect.” The
helpful advisor,
Andrew, spent
time designing
the layout and
worked with Myesha to
make the most out of the
space. She wanted to
incorporate some open
shelving to display her
vintage crockery, but she
also asked for a whole
bank of floor-to-ceiling
units on the other side, to
house the fridge-freezer,

KITCHEN MAKEOVER

The sun shines In here
all year round

Myesha swapped her kitchen and dining area
around to make the most of the light and space

¥ Pete made use out of the opposite wall and
built in a bank of units to house the appliances,
giving the room a streamlined finish

(=] <

Open shelving adds
~ personality to your kitchen giving |
" space for all your crockery _
. tobedisplayed.
oven and the pull-out larder cupboards. The
white gloss units were teamed with a walnut
worktop and wooden shelves above to give
the kitchen a more rustic, homely feel. As a

builder, Pete was keen to do all the work
himself, saving them hundreds of pounds, [>
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- White glossy, handleless
kitchen units add a
modern touch and the
walnut worktop creates

a warm and homely feel.
The yellow painted walls
brighten up the whole
space and co-ordinate with
the Orla Kiely wallpaper

4 The Howdens kitchen has been I f

designed to meet Myesha's storage
needs. Shallow and deep drawers keep
all of her kitchen bits and bobs |

|
well organised AL

<] and also it meant they could adjust the
design to their needs. The kitchen walls
were painted yellow to match up with the
Orla Kiely wallpaper, continuing the colour
scheme throughout the space and bringing
out the warm tones in the wood.

STEP THREE Myesha searched

online for a mid-century sideboard and
found an original G Plan design on eBay for
just £80. ‘It was exactly what I was looking
for and came from the seller’s grandmother
so it comes with a history which I love.’
Myesha then bought a white table and a set

3 of the best..

£7.50 from Cotswold Trading

The cute collection of Magpie Birdy glass tumblers will
give your table a 1950s feel, especially this blue tit
design with mustard yellow and teal blue.

£8 from Berry Red

Orla Kiely's iconic prints are perfect for a mid-century

modern scheme. This Giant Pear melamine side plate
is family-friendly too.

£30 from Hunkydory Home

The festive Retro Fairy Lights bone china teapot is
perfect for Christmas morning, with matching tea
cups also available.

30 YourHome

Carefully consider the layout of
vour kitchen and re-locate it o make

infemal wall has flooded this kitchen with
light and choosing white glossy units

the most of your space. kKnocking down an /I

N has made it feel much A

e

s . brighter too. =

i
— —

of Eames-inspired chairs in different
colours. A large mirror above the sideboard
reflects all the light back into the room and
low pendant lights mark out the dining
area from the kitchen too. ‘Swapping
round the dining and kitchen area has
worked really well. I love the yellow and
wood together — it’s so warm and sunny
all year round and now I just can’t
stop cooking!” {I

5.5m

THE DETAILS

Wallpaper and paint £360
Units & worktop £5,360
Sink & taps £510
Worktop £560
Appliances £1,633
Table & chairs £753
TOTAL £9,176

Shopping list

Kinsei Metal teardrop pendant, £39.98; Dulux
Kitchen+ matt paint in Honey Mustard, £24 for
2.5l, both B&Q. Linear Stem 110400 wallpaper
from Orla Kiely House collection, £52 per roll,
Harlequin. Gloss white integrated handle
kitchen, £195 per 600mm base unit; Garda

swan neck tap, £270; undermount sink, £240;
Lamona wine cooler, £560, all Howdens. Apollo
Modena Vertical radiator, £288, Inspired Heating.
Neff 5 burner 70cm gas hob, £296.86; stainless
steel back panel, £155; Neff 90cm chimney
hood, £249.45; Neff electric double oven,
£618.19; Neff microwave, £468.50, all Appliance
World. Walnut worktop, £560, Worktop Express.
Azure 24cm cast-iron casserole, £93; Heritage
Pavilion Accent mug, £12.50, both Denby. 30L
white pedal bin, £65, Brabantia. Pluto wall clock,
£120, Newgate. Opula matt white jug kettle,
£52.99; Opula 4-slice matt white toaster, £40,
both Breville. Anika rectangular table, £399, (For
similar try Says Who for John Lewis Why Wood
dining extending table, £699); Pure Evoke Mio
Buttercup print by Orla Kiely radio, £149.95,
both John Lewis. Eames DSW style chair in
Yellow, Teal, and Warm Grey, £59 each, all Cult
Furniture. Offentlig tray, £8; Stockholm mirror,
£60; Nyfors work lamp, £40; Stockholm green
vase, £32; Stockholm serving walnut bowls,
from £6, all Ikea. Retro clip-top bottle, £9.95;
Retro tumblers, £4.95 each; Enamel style mugs,
£5.95 each, all DRH Collection. Imprima Scallop
embossed storage jars, from £11.99 each,
Typhoon. Prestige Tri-fold doors, £2,299, Vufold.
Similar cow hide rug, from £149, Cow Hide Rugs.
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120 LED
Snowy Tree

H.200cm
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£59.99
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KITCHEN MAKEOVER
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of our kitchen

Anna Wlodarczyk-Lebioda decided drastic action
was necessary to create the kitchen of her dreams

nna  Wlodarczyk-Lebioda, 32,
Awanted to find a house in Kingston,

with her husband Tomasz, 35, and
their two sons, Fryderyk, three, and
Ludwik, two. Keen DIY-ers, Anna and
"Tomasz were keen to put their own stamp
on a house, as long as the location was
right. After months of looking Anna finally
found what she was looking for. ‘My
husband owns his own loft conversion and
home extension business so we were up for

32 YourtHome

a bit of a building project and this house
was perfect for us, says Anna. The old
kitchen was tiny but Anna and Tomasz
could instantly see the potential and
discussed how they could maximise the
space making a more practical home for
them and their sons. They agreed that
extending the back of the house to create
an open-plan kitchen diner was the best
idea and Anna got to work thinking about
a new look for their kitchen.

December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk
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STEP ONE Building work started

immediately after Anna and Tomasz
bought their house. ‘It wasn’t just the
kitchen, we made alterations on every
floor. We had to move out for three months



KITCHEN MAKEOVER

¥ Tomasz made sure there was enough
storage space — a far cry from their old
kitchen. It's easy to keep the kitchen tidy and
organised now there is a place for everything

because we had a loft extension too and the
dust and dirt everywhere was too
much. The house was full of tradesmen
and I was six months pregnant at the time
so I was pleased to get out of the way.’
Tomasz drew up some plans of the
extension so they could start thinking
about the kitchen’s design. “This was my
opportunity to design a kitchen from
scratch — I was so excited. We wanted a

Qw(ﬂ ifﬂew!

H you have the space, choose a "'\
centval island fo give your kitchen
double the storage space and

lots more work surface space. tt

offers a more sociable layout
allowing you to cook and watch

—

the children foo.

<4~ Anna’s house was
extended back into
the garden, the full
width of the house,
giving her three
times the space for
an open-plan kitchen,
which is perfect for
her young family

W Being able to cook
while watching her
two boys play and
eat at the table
makes all the
difference to Anna,
who couldn’t even
squeeze a tiny table
into her old kitchen

central island to extend our work surfaces
and to increase the storage options.” Once
they decided on a run of units on one side
with a central island, they were able to
think about colours and materials. Tomasz
had built a kitchen or two before so he
suggested he build the main kitchen from
low-cost carcasses then choose the doors
separately, giving it a designer look but for
less. ‘I wanted a practical door colour so |
wouldn’t be slaving away the whole time
cleaning up after the two boys,” Anna
explains. Anna and Tomasz wanted to have
something in between modern and
traditional, so in the end chose the Shaker-
style doors in grey and teamed them with a
modern white quartz worktop.

STEP TWO Fortunately Tomasz had

some leftover flooring from an old job,
which he had kept in storage for a few
years. ‘A while back, a good client was
replacing his old floor with
porcelain tiles and offered
his old wooden flooring for
free to Tomasz, which he
then had to re-sand and
re-varnish. It was a real
saving and was perfect for
the kitchen.” The kitchen
was really taking shape as
new bi-folding doors went
in to fill the kitchen with
light. Anna couldn’t wait for
| the summer months so that

she could fold back the
doors onto the garden —
great for the boys in warmer
weather. Anna positioned
her old table and chairs in
| the kitchen. ‘It’s made a
| huge difference to the way
we live. I can now cook in
the kitchen and watch the

ark grey doors make a practical
choice for afamily with small children
with sticky hands. Combine with a
White gloss Worktop to give the
kitchen a fresh, modem feel.

‘1"..“._
\
- ~ 8 '

boys play at the table. Our
® 3
i |

old kitchen didn't have >

# Anna asked Tomasz to
locate the sink and taps in
the central island so she
could do the washing up
while watching the boys.
Anna found this stylish tap
on eBay and loves its
sculptural shape
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Opt for a feature extractor hood in
a contrasting colour 1o give your
kitchen the ‘wow’ factor and an eye-
catching focal point. Anna was able
1o search online for the
best deals.

<] space even for a tiny table.” Anna chose
grey roller blinds which make the kitchen
cosier as well as offering some privacy.

STEP THREE Anna wanted to add a

splash of colour to the grey and white kitchen
and chose red to bring the whole scheme to
life. ‘I found a lovely red and white spotty
tablecloth which is wipeable, that is really
practical with young children. This kitchen is
totally unrecognisable now. Having the
extension has made the world of difference.

£3 from Tesco

Enjoy your morning cuppa in this cheery red dipped
mug — cute enough to leave a collection on display
even when it's not in use.

£19.95 from La Cafetiere

Show off your sophisticated side with this Classic

Espresso three-cup stove-top pot. Also available in six

and nine cup sizes — the perfect wake-up call.

£29.95 from Jangneus

Serve canapés or drinks from this stylish Scandinavian
tray. The Red Dala tray measures 38cmDia and is
made in Sweden from birch wood.

<= Anna chose

a black glass
extractor hood and
induction hob to
give her kitchen
the ‘wow’ factor.
Mixing the
traditional-style
doors with modern
appliances adds
interest and style

¥ Adding a red
splash of colour
brings the grey and
white colour scheme
to life and puts
Anna in the festive
mood, coming up
to Christmas. Anna
is thrilled there is
now plenty of space
for large family
gatherings

I’m so lucky Tomasz was able to do all the
work so we saved hundreds of pounds. This
kitchen really is the heart of our home now.” £

I I B

0 0 (m

I I
4.3m

5.3m
THE DETAILS

Paint £40.99
Kitchen units & doors £4,590
Sink & Taps £330
Worktop £2,850
Appliances £2,150
TOTAL £9,960.99

Shopping list

Cologne Shaker-style doors in Dakar finish,
from £24.78 for a 570mm x 595mm door,
Homestyle. Kitchen carcasses, from £48.99
for a 600mm base unit, Screwfix. Dulux Ultra
white matt emulsion, £40.99 per 5I,
Homebase. AEG black glass cooker hood,

£640; Neff induction hob, £840; Franke sink,

£250; AEG single oven, £670, all Molesey
Refrigeration Centre. White Gloss QuarStone
worktops, £2,850 (bought in sale, now
discontinued. Similar available from Worktops
London, from £3,500), Worktops London.
Monobloc tap, £80, eBay. Dusk Grey roller
blinds, £150, Blinds4UK. Colours red kettle,
£34.99; Colours red two-slice toaster,
£29.99, both Russell Hobbs. Allexton side
plates, £1.74 each; Allexton dinner plates,
£1.99 each; Allexton bowls, £1.74 each; clip
storage jars, £2.49; red saucepan, £6.99; red
colander, £3.99; red spotty cushion covers,
£4.99, all Dunelm. Lialotta red spotty cloth,
£7 per m; Bedarande grey wine glasses,
£2.20 each; Iris tea towels, £2.75 for two,

all lkea. Alton wall clock, £35, Jones Clocks.
Grey felt place mats, £6 for two; grey felt
coasters, £3 for four; red and white bowls,
£1.50 each, all Tesco. White window storage
canisters, £8.25; Platinum storage canisters,
£8.50, both Brabantia.
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Add a splash
of you to
your walls.
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m year aifr}wya;d so we've found
some festive ideas to warm up your living room.
Layer warm and soft textures in earthy and berry
colours to bring some rustic charm this year. Give
your room some cosy country charm using fir
cones, woodland animal decorations and a
touch of tartan. Transform the mantelpiece with
a stunning seasonal flower arrangement, colour-
ful bunting and fun stockings to create a festive
focal point. Cosy up all the seating with fluffy
sheepskin throws and squishy cushions featuring
cute woodland creatures.

Highland woodland fir Christmas tree, 7ft, £150,
John Lewis. Bear cushion, £12; check cushion, £16;
squirrel companion set, £35; Christmas bunting,
£10; snowflake decoration, £6 for nine; wooden
floor lamp, £120; moose stocking, £10; felt hearts,
£10 for three; knitted red throw, £35; Versatile
check Stirling charcoal and red drum, £90;
reindeer cuddly toy, £10, all Next. Natural fox,
£19.99; red baubles, £6.99 for three; white
ceramic decorations, £4.99, all Wyevale. Warm
grey sheepskin rugs (used on chairs), £64.95 each,
the Swedish Wooden Horse Company. Flower
arrangements, iFlorist. Wool check tub chair in Red
Kite, £149.99; red star mini stocking, £2.49; tweed
cushion (on red chair), £12.99; Woodland Retreat
felt owl decorations, £1.99 each; tartan star and
heart decorations, £4.99 for eight; wooden lantern
with metal ring top, £27.99; natural chunky jute
rug, £99.99, all Dunelm. Gold star tree topper,
brown wrap, ribbons, tags, blank red cards,
decorations, from a selection at Hobbycraft. Hessian
ribbon, £3.50; large tags, £4 for eight; Christmas
paper bags, £3.50 for eight, both Talking Tables.
Bark heart candle holders, from £6, Sainbury’s.
Irving Stripe pencil pleat ready-made curtains,
£57.50 per pair; Olivia ivory overmantle
mirror, £210, both Laura Ashley

DECORATING IDEAS

Wiriter warmer

Layer seating with sumptuous textures. Put your feet up and sink into a luxurious sheepskin, woolly throws
and cushions. Adorn your walls with Christmas cards attached to ribbon, to add a further splash of colour.

What better way to enjoy cold, winter evenings, than by sitting back and enjoying mince pies by the warm
glow of a roaring log fire with plenty of flickering festive candles around the hearth.

Warm grey sheepskin rugs (used on chairs), £64.95 each, the Swedish Wooden Horse Company. Versatile check
Stirling charcoal and red drum, £90; wooden floor lamp, £120; moose stocking, £10; knitted red throw, £35;
check cushion, £16, all Next. Wrap and decorations, from a selection at Hobbycraft

Spend an evening by the fire, making your presents look really special this year. Stick to natural
brown and berry-coloured wrapping paper to continue the festive theme. Add a doily to create
pattern and finish off with a contrasting ribbons and tags. Go to town and adorn your parcels with
festive touches such as cinnamon sticks and woodland-inspired motifs. A sprig of eucalyptus or fir
and a cinnamon stick tucked into the ribbon will fill the room with festive aromas.

Squirrel bowl, £10.99; hanging acorns (in the bowl), £4.99, both Dunelm. Wrap and ribbon,
from a selection at Hobbycraft. Tags and paper bags, from a selection at Talking Tables
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Bring the Christmas spirit into your home and

get crafty with some simple découpage. Apply
Christmas-inspired paper to papier maché letters of
your choice and fix with glue to give your hallway
the ‘wow’ factor.

Découpage papier maché letters, découpage tissue,
glue, berry garland, glass tealights, from a selection
at Hobbycraft. Squirrel decoration, £19.99, Wyevale

Polylinen table cloth, £15.99; polylinen napkins, £6.99
for four; fir cone and berry garland, £9.99, all Dunelm.
Harrison Check dinner set, £35 for a 12-piece set; wine

goblets, £16 for four; Christmas rustic crackers, £12 for six,
all Next. Hanging wreath, £9.99; red cake stand, £14.99,
both Wyevale. Gold glitter reindeer, £7; Gold stag canapé
picks (in mince pies), £8.50 for 12, both Talking Tables. Mini
buckets, mini pegs, reindeer decorations, white tree,
from a selection at Hobbycraft

Add a touch of fun to a plain window in
minutes, with some string and mini wooden
pegs, holding hanging mini buckets filled with
surprise treats, such as mini crackers, chocolates
and small festive motifs.

Mini buckets, ribbons, string, mini pegs, decorations,
all from a selection at Hobbycraft. Saucer crackers, £7 for
eight, Talking Tables

L)

'
For a warm and vibrant festive feel at your : ,.L
Christmas meal, cover your table with plenty
of berry colours mixed with natural hues. . ' W
- __,:;1 -

A natural-coloured tablecloth looks stylish
decorated with fir cone and berry garlands,

tea lights, gold glittery woodland animals and

a shop-stopping white painted table-top tree
displaying berry-coloured baubles for a
dramatic centrepiece. —

Personalise each place setting with a pine cone place name.
Make your guests feel extra-special with a surprise treat such as
some chocolate coins inside a miniature box wrapped with gingham ribbon and a festive felt
reindeer decoration. Fill old jam jars with cranberries, a cinnamon stick and a tealight, then
decorate with ribbon to make your table glow.

Candle holders, glass jars, tealights, cinnamon sticks, mini boxes, flags, felt reindeer decorations, ribbon,
from a selection at Hobbycraft. Mini tags, £3 for 10, Talking Tables
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Lit rustic table tree, £20; Stirling
check runner, £40, both Next.
Letters framed plaque, £6.99,

Dunelm. Advent calendar, £20;
berry garland and ribbon, from a
selection, both Hobbycraft.
Natural squirrel, £19.99; heart
wreath, £9.99, both Wyevale.
Wiaiting For Santa felt purse and
letter kit, £5.50, Talking Tables
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How many sleeps until Christmas? Display an
Advent calendar up the stairs for the ultimate
countdown with 24 surprise-filled miniature houses,
for all the family to join in. Transform your hallway into a
festive entrance for your guests by threading berry garlands
through the bannisters. Gather pine cones, scented candles and
a mini lit tree to add a further splash of colour. A tartan runner

will brighten up the floor.
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This scrummy wreath is made from
luxurious milk chocolate studded with
cookies and caramelised
florentine squares

Small festive wreath,
£7.50, Hotel Chocolat

Ensure a friend or relative has
enough biscuits to go with all
that Christmas cheese

Biscuits for cheese tin, £8, M&S

We've taken the hassle out
of this year’s gift shopping
and chosen some of our
favourite buys

SNAP
4 FISHEYE LENS Y,

Snap happy friends can take clever
photos with their iPhone by attaching
one of these special lenses

Snap macro lens, £5; Snap fisheye lens,
£5, both Debenhams

This pair of Scottie dog egg cups

Who wouldn’t love will brighten up breakfast time

this cute jam jar set?

Egg cup set, £8, Bhs
Strawberry jam jar set,

£8.50, Debenhams

Give man'’s best friend a real

Brighten up a nature lover’s treat with this festive wreath

garden with a pretty bird bath

Bonie dog wreath, £10, Bhs
Cast-iron bird bath, £10, National Trust

Who could resist these tasty fellows, coated
with vanilla icing and desiccated coconut?

Mini yeti gingerbread men, £2.50 for 110g, M&S

Feature Lisa Hibberd
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' The perfect idea for a
feline friend’s stocking

Mice cat toy, £4, Bhs

A This scarf and
leg warmers set
will make any pup
feel part of the
festivities

> This quirky pasta gadget measures the
perfect amount for a child, woman, man
and horse (or family of four)

Stripey scarf and leg
warmers, £10, Pets at

| could eat a horse pasta Home

measurer, £8, Habitat

I> Ensure your pooch doesn’t
miss out on the festive feast with
these Christmas-inspired treats,
which contain plenty of tasty and
nutritious ingredients

trine
RISTMAS

Three Bird feast for dogs, £2.49 per - BISCUITS
400g tin; fabulously festive Christmas TURKEY 2 1 I_‘ITCHEN g
biscuits for dogs, £2.99 per 100g, both = ’ Thre {

Lily’s Kitchen

/A Get family members playing a tune
with this fantastic stocking filler

Harmonica, £6, Debenhams

“{ Hope and
Greenwood's
splendid
sweets will go

WETE AE

vi” s i

. - HOPE
B 7\ R e O T

. . e ’

down a treat
Christmas pail of

sea salt caramel
treats, £9.99,
Hope and
Greenwood

A\ The perfect
stocking filler
for little ones
with plenty of
energy
< Small and big
kids alike can test Wooden frog
their throwing < Followers of Nordic style skipping rope,
skills with a will love these quirky salt £6, M8&S
boomerang and pepper shakers

Traditional wooden Moose salt and pepper pots,
boomerang, £4.95, £6, Next
Dotcomgiftshop
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< This stylish e-reader cover
is available in a range of
classic book cover designs,
including Sherlock Holmes
and The Great Gatsby

Classic book cover for Kindle
and Kobo, £25, Swanky Maison

A\ Anyone can make their own dairy delights
with these fab kits

Boska cheese, mozzarella and butter making kits,
£17.95 each, Cuckooland

A\ These gorgeous tins will
bring a sense of organisation
to someone’s potting shed

}> Ensure the
man in your life
has perfectly-
folded shirts with
this quirky board

Sophie Conran gardener’s
gubbins pots, £19.95, Burgon & Ball

-csnome=_)

> Keen cooks can knock
up tasty tagines and
other north African
dishes with this handy
measure, which comes
in a lovely tin and also
includes a recipe book

Gentleman'’s
hardware short
folding board,
£19.95, Wild & Wolf

Pt iy M S T

Moroccan measure,
£14.99, Tala

}> This teapot bird
feeder would look
gorgeous in a pretty
cottage garden

Teapot bird feeder,
£12.99, The Chelsea
Gardener

< Sewing essentials can be kept neat
and tidy in these pretty stacking tins

W Great for music on the go, this small
but powerful Bluetooth speaker has a
four-hour rechargable battery

Sewing tins, £12, Next

Gear 4 espresso portable wireless speaker
£25, Tesco

[»Anyone who
enjoys the odd
gin and tonic
can make their
own with this
fab gift set

Infuse your own
winter gin kit,
£20, M&S

A\ This gorgeous jar is the
perfect gift for a home lover

Bell jar, £15, Bhs
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This wooden rolling pin can be personalised with any name L]
up to ten characters, making it a great gift for any keen cook F P

Personalised rolling pin, £13, Littlewoods

—— Baked with love by—
_ = E
S| ANNE
N Get the New Year's Eve party
i | started with this drinks dispenser

Bar cocktail dispenser, £20, Bhs

/4'--'

J I . | Little ones can take part in their very own
| { [ Bake Off with this smart wooden mixer

‘ Wooden food mixer, £25, M&S

WOl
ﬂl:':lliﬁn-l,’:g erfect

for party
~animals

Kids and adults alike will have great
fun with a domino set

~———
NATURE TRAIs
‘-'_ MAGHIF NG 1 255

Ridley’s Kaleidoscope tumble down domino
set, £14.95, Wild & Wolf i
Encourage children

to explore the great
outdoors with this handy
case which includes a
scrapbook, pencil,
compass, magnifying
glass and whistle

Those that sew
or knit can keep
all their materials
together in this
handy bag

Nature explorer’s kit, £19.99,

Owl sewing bag, The Oak Room

£18, Bhs

Anyone can make their
own fuzzy penguins with

These baby socks are a super-cute buy this felting craft kit

Trumpette socks, £19.95, Wild & Wolf Feltin’ penguins, £15, Habitat

Indulge in
This kit includes Italian truffles
truffle-flavoured oil, kit, £15, M&S

= honey and salt

———

This clever projector
can create a home cinema

using only a smartphone

Smartphone projector, £15, Habitat

Ne
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Anyone can
proudly display Great for

their musical hero
on the wall with
one of these
fabulous prints

This digital radio is an affordable yet stylish buy

Spectrum DAB/FM digital radio in Azure, £34.95,
John Lewis

Fans of the woodland trend
will love this quirky squirrel lamp

Squirrel table lamp, £35, Next

Anyone who loves
citrus flavours would be
delighted with this gift,
which includes lemon
tagliolini egg pasta,

' lemon risotto, baba al
4 limoncello, lemon oil

and lemon torrone

| p—

\ Festa dei Limoni gift set,
l £29.95, Carluccio’s

This easy-to-use gadget
means that anyone can make

tempting churros at home Wired

ornamental

Swan winter warmer
churro maker, £39.99,
available at Very

etsy.com

1L
113

Those who like to make a design
statement will be thrilled with this
striking ampersand ornament

Treat a
4 green-fingered . H f
‘ fiendtoa |t lolls
stunning fO]_" ‘ House of Bath
camellia . 5 =
diabetics .
Camellia, £39, :

Trees Direct

There's no need for anyone to
miss out on something sweet
with this hamper, which includes
no added sugar fruit cake, sugar-
less sweets, Thorntons no added
sugar vanilla fudge, sugar-free
shortbread biscuits and more

bt ol
. J

Bowie screen print
in bright red, £35;
Amy Winehouse
screen print in
bright jade, £35,
both Bold & Noble

The ultimate in tea time luxury,
these beautifully iced biscuits are
a real treat

Reindeer biscuit tin, £39.50, Biscuiteers

ampersand, £32,
LaFabriquealettres.

music
lovers

This fish-shaped basket includes plenty
of tasty treats for a fussy feline

. of Italian

cookery

‘ .‘.
NG
NG| S iTE
el

This kit includes a selection of
flour, semolina, pasta rolling pins
and ravioli stamps - perfect for a
pasta connoisseur

Pasta making starter kit, £27.50, Sous Chef

Give someone a fiery treat
with a fresh wasabi gift box

Build your own wasabi gift box,
from £27.50, The Wasabi Company

The ideal gift for
a whole family to
share, this giant
chocolate santa is
sure to raise a smile

Lindt santa, £39.95,
available at Waitrose
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Keep your home safe
and secure during
“the dark nights

The clocks have gone back and the nights are
getting darker. With statistics showing a 20%
increase in burglaries at this time of year it’s
more important than ever to protect your home
and loved ones.

Yale’s extensive range of home alarms, door
locks and home safes are trusted to keep you
safe and secure.

Discover more at
www.yale.co.uk

. @VYaleSecurity f /YaleUK

An ASSA ABLOY Group brand
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Flexi i
Fi3:

3(3’3\_” or 1[gluei
4 Cross over
to Flexi-Fix

Re Fix

aligns to old holes

P \_/ .

to new holes

Glue Fix

to most surfaces

16 Fully co-ordinated ranges of bathroom accessories

+44 (0)1264 365881 | info@croydex.co.uk | www.croydex.com



Kitchens =
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Mini trend: Larders

Our love for uncluttered décor means the traditional larder, the
ultimate in hideaway storage, is fast returning to our kitchens as a
must-have piece of furniture. They're ideal for storing everything
from jars of baking ingredients to bottles of wine and with multiple
compartments for even the smallest of condiments, they're an
organisational dream. There are lots of different styles on the market,
with many companies giving you the option to have a larder that's
tucked away in one of your built-in cupboards, but it's the traditional
farmhouse larder that we've fallen back in love with. This one from
M&S is perfect for updating or adding extra storage to your existing
kitchen and as it's free-standing, it's ideal for rental properties and
can easily be taken with you if you move house. You'll wonder what
you ever did without one.

Padstow two-door larder unit, H209cm x W128cm x D64cm, £1,599, M&S

Feature Laura McLeish

George-ous gadgets

The hunt for truly affordable kitchen electricals is finally over thanks
to the launch of George Home's first ever collection of gadgets

and kitchen must-haves. As well as stylish basics such as toasters
and microwaves, there's also a 700W whole fruit juicer — perfect
for making fresh orange juice for weekend
breakfasts and a steal at only £39. We're
also big fans of the polka dot pyramid
kettle, £25, that will add a splash of retro
charm to your afternoon cuppa. Or if a
milky hot chocolate or latte is more your
thing, pick up a milk frother for just £2 and
enjoy barista-worthy hot drinks without
stepping foot in a coffee shop. We're
already queuing up to buy the whole lot!

TeeER L B B v SwPewews

Getting personal

This Christmas give your overnight guests an
experience to rival The Ritz with personalised towels
that can double as a thoughtful present that they
can take home with them. The new personalisation
service from Soak & Sleep allows you to add a name
or initials, up to 12 characters, to their Egyptian
cotton towels or fluffy bathrobes. Choose from seven
Create your own sanctuary fonts and colours for the perfect gift that will add

a bit of boutique glamour to their morning shower.
Priced from £4.95, the new service means you can
say goodbye to boring towels, and presents.

_\"Y \
e\ -

Four-slice toaster, £19; Pyramid kettle,
£25, both George Home

With your house full of family and friends over
Christmas, it's important that it stays smelling fresh.
This gorgeous home fragrance set from Sanctuary
Spa is perfect for use in your cloakroom or
I " bathroom. The two reed diffusers come
with 10 reeds and will look great on
your window sills. Use the room mist to
add the final touch shortly before your
guests arrive, then, once they've all
@ gonhe home, light the scented candles
and indulge in a bubble bath.

Sanctuary Spa Home Sweet Home fragrance Robe from £29.50:

set, £18, Boots towel, from £10.50, both
www.soakandsleep.com

VISIT VWWWWYOURHOMEMAGAZINE CO LUK FOR MORE KITCHEN & BATHROOM INSPIRATION
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Happy with Your Home project results®
Ready for holiday letting®@

We're the No1 choice for

both cottage owners and
holiday makers...

The largest £multi-million marketing budget in the UK self-catering industry
FREE quality inspection and grading fo tourist board standards
FREE photography and professional copy-writing

Expert yield management of your income with payment in advance and
no hidden fees

Contractual terms approved by the Plain English Campaign
(Crystal Mark 20837)

Personal, friendly service with clear points of contact

cottages 4o

By Wyndham Vacation Rentals

Call our Property recruitment team on: 0345 268 0659
oremai: letmycottage@wynvr.co.uk
vt Www.letmycottage.co.uk
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BATHROOM PROBLEM ROOM

Just moving a door meant

Andrea Buckingham turned her cramped bathroom into one that feels quite spacious

Feature Victoria Jenkins Photos William Goddard

Insider info
WHO LIVES HERE?

Andrea Buckingham, who works for an
estate agent, lives in a 1900s end-of-
terrace three-bedroom house in
Stratford-upon-Avon with her sons, Rory,
24 and Jamie, 21.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE

MOST ABOUT THE ROOM?

‘I love the light in here — it's a really

sunny room. And on winter evenings | love
lighting the candles and relaxing in the bath
with a glass of wine. I'd always wanted a
bath underneath a window so when I lie in
it | can see the sky. Because of the shutters

| can see out but people can't see in.’

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP TIPS?

‘It feels much cleaner and fresher in the
bathroom when it's not full of clutter — so
| keep the surfaces free for things I like
looking at instead.

WHAT WAS WRONG

WITH THE OLD ROOM?

The bathroom was very cramped and the
badly designed layout meant that the bath
took up too much space leaving no room
for a much-desired shower.

Before

ndrea Buckingham bought her end-of-
Aterrace 1900s three-bedroom house in

February 2012 for herself and sons Rory
and Jamie, plus cats Atticus and Darcy. It was
the spacious hallway and landing and large
double bedrooms that sold the house to her —
‘It certainly wasn't the bathroom which was
quite the opposite, being very cramped and
badly designed,’ she says. ‘It measures only
1.8m by 2.3m and a full-size bath took up the
right-hand wall facing the WC and basin. There
was lino on the floor and the walls were tiled
from floor-to-ceiling in stark white like a public
convenience.’

However many other rooms needed attention
too so Andrea employed a builder, Mark
Webster, to work on the whole house. He
gutted the bathroom and put double-glazing

BIJOU BATH

The bath measures 1.7m long and fits ¥
snugly along the end wall and under the
window. Andrea had some of the wall
tiles cut down to cover the bath panel.

HIDDEN HANDIWORK

Builder Mark made a false wall along
the left-hand wall behind which is
concealed all the pipework for the
sanitaryware.

A

into the existing window frame and added a
couple of downlighters. Then he suggested
moving the door as far to the left as possible
as this created a far more useable space and
meant the family could now have a shower
installed as well as a bath. New tiled flooring
was laid and the builder made a false wall on
the left-hand side to hide the pipework. The
walls were then partly tiled and partly painted.
Andrea redesigned the layout so that the new
bath now runs below the window. The new
shower enclosure is in the right-hand corner and |
the new WC and basin are in the same places as
before. Andrea used the same wall tiles, but
trimmed down to a more attractive size, to line
the bath panel, and the soft honey-beige tones
she chose for this room make it far more inviting
than the previous chilly white.

Ay
|
|

DO SOME
DIY!

Andrea
transformed

the very
elaborate mirror,
which was in an
unattractive
orange pine,
from an antiques
barn by sanding
it down and
painting it using
a tester pot of
Dulux Ivory Lace
to tone in with
the walls.




BATHROOM PROBLEM ROOM

doubled the space

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX
The door doesn’t have to be central.
By moving it to the left and
redesigning the layout Andrea
created room for a shower.

COMBINE TEXTURE

By choosing big beautiful
tiles in soft beige tones,
edging them with pretty
patterned mosaics and
choosing a warm-toned wall
paint, Andrea has changed
the whole feeling in the
bathroom to one much .
», More soothing. .."

[

CURVED CORNERS

By choosing a quadrant Iy
enclosure which fits into the

corner behind the door Andrea was
able to get more space inside the
shower without it impinging too
much on the bathroom. The shower
head too can be removed to be hand-
held for hair washing.

DOUBLING UP

Y Andrea chose an electric
b\ heated towel rail which

doubles up as a radiator and
/ can be switched off in summer.

(I Ty

SHOPPING LIST

Gardenia Paint Mixing Bathroom+ paint,
£27.99 per 2.5|; Ivory Lace matt emulsion, £1.99
per tester pot, both Dulux. $20 close couple WC
and cistern, £210; for similar basin try Nest wall-
hung 60cm wash basin, £145, both VitrA. Wash
bath 1700mm, £519; Atlas 900 quadrant
shower, £599; Basics 900mm x 900mm
quadrant tray, £99, all Bathstore.com. Focus E
basin mixer, £112; for similar bath mixer try Focus
E single lever bath mixer, £144; Raindance
E120 hand shower, £105; Ecostat Comfort
thermostatic control, £186, all Hansgrohe. Axis
MDO062 heated towel rail, from £138, Vogue UK.
Travertine matt beige wall tiles 25cm x 40cm,
£13.95 per sq m; Metropolis Tabacco floor

tiles 34cm x 34cm, £18.95 per sq m; Harlequin
Brick Mosaic 30.5cm x 30.5cm, £25.66 per sheet;
Trim Chrome Square Edge, £16.69, all Stratford
Tile Warehouse. Mirror, £85, Barn Antiques Centre.
Wooden shutters, £350, for similar try Tuiss
shutters, from £99 per sqg m. Wooden duck,
bought in France. Wooden candlesticks, £10,
from a craft fair.

TOTAL COST: E3,HHEIF3
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BATHROOM IDEAS

UPDATE YOUR

Transform your bathroom
into an elegant retreat
with some of our
favourite ideas

Ithough the bathroom is, first and
Aforemost, a practical space, there’s no

eason why it can’t be luxurious too. Why
not be inspired by days gone by and create a
luxurious retreat with hints of vintage glamour?
Introduce shimmering materials, statement
tiles and pretty accessories for a hotel-chic
scheme that will look a million dollars. Read on
for our best buys....

< Group
together a
selection of
vintage-style
bottles for a
charming
display

Eau de toilette
bottles, from

£7.95 each,
Dotcomgiftshop

| m Butterfly shower curtain,
} '£8; clear crystal droplets
b . pendant light shade, £25;
ribbed vase, £15; towels,
from £6 each; quilt-effect
soap dispenser, £5; mirror,
£8, all the Heirloom collection
from George Home

- L4 25"
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A Display your favourite accessories
and ornaments on a surface or shelf

Faded grandeur hand towels, £20 for two; vanity
mirror, £25; damask glass tumbler, £12; soap
dispenser, £16; mercury bottle vase, £25, all House
of Fraser

<« Consider a colour scheme A These porcelain tiles may be a little pricey, but they're |
of white with pale blue for perfect for a show-stopping splashback

an oh-so-pretty look Parthian tiles in white and cream, £59.76 per sq m, Topps Tiles



BATHROOM IDEAS

A classic roll-top or slipper
bath will make a statement
and stand the test of time

- Aker chrome feet, £610; FO3
furniture, from £425 for a base

I Ansel free-standing bath with
= unit with drawer, both Bohen

A Keep lotions, potions and trinkets neat
and tidy with shimmering glass storage
bottles and jars

Small vintage glass storage jar, £6; decorative
bottles, from £4 each; two-drawer jewellery box,
£20, all by Sainsbury’s from Sainsbury’s

, | Savonde

e ﬁ* Marseille soaps,
~ from £2.95 each,

p— Live Laugh Love

We love this
stunning mirror
— it's perfect for
hanging above
a basin

A Why not display
a selection of pretty
soaps in a basket?

by Sainsbury’s
mirror with gold
trim, £25, Sainsbury’s

<« Choose
patterned
vinyl tiles f
for warmth P rant l
pirante

and luxury electric shower F
underfoot in riviera sand, ||

from £199,
Parquet Triton
luxury vinyl
flooring,
£42.95 per sq
g;,' g:iss'ﬁgw A If your showel: n.eeds repla.cing, corjsider
Crosland for a sleek and sophisticated design to suit
Harvey Maria your newly-updated bathroom scheme
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KITCHEN PROBLEM ROOM

It's great having space we

Removing a wall has turned Paula Melis” poky kitchen into a spacious, airy kitchen-diner

Feature Jane Crittenden Photos James French

b A
L O ||

Insider info
WHO LIVES HERE?

Paula Melis, 42, who works for a charity, her
husband Bill, 42, a teaching assistant, and

their children Ruby, 10, Leo, seven and Anna,

four. They bought this 1930s four-bedroom
semi in Hove eight years ago.

WHAT WAS YOUR BEST BUY?

‘It was cheaper to buy two pieces of oak
and have them glued together than buy one
piece in a thicker slab!’

WHAT'S WORKED REALLY WELL?
‘I really like Farrow & Ball paint but my
painter said as it's chalk-based it would be
too absorbent in the kitchen and mark easily.
Instead he had the colour | wanted mixed in
Johnstone's kitchen paint.’

WHAT ARE YOUR TOP TIPS?
‘Earthstone, like Corian, can be cut into any
shape and sealed so the joins are invisible,
but it's a fraction of the price. It meant |
could still have the Belfast sink | wanted
because you can’t use laminate, and the
acrylics and stone were both too expensive.’

WHAT WAS WRONG

WITH THE OLD ROOM?

The layout was impractical and made the
kitchen cramped with little space for all of
the appliances the family needed.

CONSIDER PRACTICAL NEEDS |

Paula wanted a clear, long run of
worktop for preparing food so the

appliances are all on the opposite side E

of the room. The existing plumbing
and electrics were here too so it was
also a sensible financial decision.

spacious 1930s house she had bought with

then boyfriend Bill in 2006, as it was their
first home with one another, and she had been
living in a two-bedroom flat with her daughter
Ruby. Although the cramped galley kitchen was
far from ideal the couple had a plan.

‘We knew we could knock down the adjoining
wall to the dining room and create a big open-plan
space,’ she explains. 'l just had to live with the
kitchen as it was until we'd saved up to do the
work!" It wasn't until the Melis’ son Leo and
daughter Anna came along a few years later that
Paula knew enough was enough. ‘My three kids
wanted to be with me while | was cooking but
with the hob and the oven on opposite sides of
the kitchen, | was worried about tripping over
them — there just wasn't enough space for us all.’

The small room also meant Paula didn't have

Paula Melis couldn’t wait to move into the

enough storage or full-sized appliances. "We were
bursting at the seams,’ she continues. ‘I had an
under-counter fridge but the freezer was outside in
our garden room, and the slimline dishwasher was
really frustrating.’

Paula began planning the new kitchen just
before the building work started to remove the
wall, put in the new doors and the new skylights in
February 2013. The open-plan space was designed
by architects Cityzen. She looked for a cabinet
colour that would make the space feel bright and
airy. ‘The Burford Grey kitchen from Howdens
Joinery was exactly the neutral colour | wanted so
| could add colour with accessories,” explains Paula.
Top of her wish list was a breakfast bar to bring the
family together. ‘It’s brilliant because | can cook on
one side while the kids sit on the other,’ she says.

' love that we can be in the same room now
without getting on top of one another!”



can enjoy together}

with plenty of room for all the family

CHOOSE

LIGHTING
CAREFULLY

Paula made sure she

had good task lighting
over the work area of the
breakfast bar. She ordered
pendants in a variety of
different shapes and sizes online and

1 BE THRIFTY

Yy  The Neff extractor fan

was recycled from the old
kitchen proving a good-
quality brand can last the

distance. The white tiles were .:
a budget buy from Topps
Tiles but look expensive "

because of the grey *
grout finish.  .*°

CREATE ZONES

The breakfast bar is ideal for
the family of five as Paula can
cook and still be part of the
activity in the rest of the
kitchen-diner. The white
Earthstone work surface
delineates the food
preparation area from
where the children sit

at the oak worktop.

hung them in-situ before choosing which style worked best.

KITCHEN PROBLEM ROOM

CHOOSE 18

PRACTICAL |

SOLUTIONS
Paula picked
e

a Karndean
vinyl floor
over wood
because she
wanted a
warm surface
that would be
easy to sweep
and mop but
wouldn’t
scratch or
mark.

MAKE IT WORK
Earthstone is a 6mm layer of

solid acrylic on chipboard but is

much cheaper than Corian and can

be routed into curves or to fit around a sink.

SHOPPING LIST

Burford Grey kitchen units with Shaker-style
door and brushed steel-effect square bar
handles, £4,000; Oak worktop in oak block, £800
per 3m, both Howdens. Earthstone solid surface
worktop in Arctic white, £532 per 3m, B&Q.
Metro white brick-effect wall tiles, £24.50 per

sq m, Topps Tiles. Steel Belfast sink pack, £383,
Wickes. Bristan Artisan Monobloc sink mixer
chrome, £192.30, Plumbase. Hotpoint Duel Fuel
range cooker, £995, Carters Direct. LG Silver
American Fridge, £849; Bosch 14-place
freestanding dishwasher, £395; 90cm wide
extractor, for similar try Neff D69B21NOGB, £264,
all Appliances Online. Kitchen and bathroom
emulsion mixed in Clunch, £47 per 5I, Johnstone's.
Karndean wood-effect luxury vinyl flooring in
Aged Kauri from Van Gogh range, £34.99 per sq
m, Ocean Flooring. Bar stool, for similar try Style bar
stool, £39.99 each, Atlantic Shopping. Pendant
lights, for similar try Chrome Cone Pendant,
£32.64 each, Mail Order Lighting. Ken Eardley
hand ceramic spotty bowl, £75, Yellow House Art.
Linear Leaf mug, £7 each, M&S. Breville cream
kettle, £40, Argos. Storage Jar 1L Poppy Meadow
in brown; Storage Jar 1L Abacus in Brown;
Storage Jar 1L Linear Stem in dark grey, £25
each, all Orla Kiely. Joseph Joseph record worktop
saver, £15, John Lewis. Orla Kiely tin canister in
Abacas Flowers, £25 for three; Kitchen garden
box, £6, both Bert’s Homestore.

E'l:‘ x:p:"

B

TOTAL COST:
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KITCHEN IDEAS

Give your kitchen some
RUSTIC,COUNTRY STYLE

Take inspiration from a
classic farmhouse kitchen
to ensure that the heart
of your home is a room
to be proud of

is super-stylish, as well as being the most
hard-working room in the house. More
often than not, it’s used for busy family
breakfasts as well as laid-back suppers, so if you
can create a space that’s warm and welcoming
as well as highly functional, you'll have the ideal

I t’s a hard task to ensure that your kitchen

Mix warm wood tones with
blue and hints of copper fora
colour scheme that will stand [ 1
the test of time =N

o .
_ SN

Frank Hudson refectory “{/‘ —_—

ench, £550; dining =

able, £1,500; Sitting Firm for John

wis Melbury armchair, £599; Davey

ctory copper ceiling light, £385;

eptune Suffolk 4ft glazed rack

resser, £1,950; Neptune Suffolk dining
chair in honed slate, £180, all John Lewis

mix. A rustic, farmhouse feel is an ideal style to
try; as it’s relaxed, friendly and easy to achieve.
Incorporate natural materials, colours and
textures, gathering accessories along the way.
Read on for some of our favourite buys to help
you get the look.

Feature Lisa Hibberd

« This set

of old-fashioned
scales is stylish
enough to be
left out on your
work surface

L Y £
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Retro scales in red
and white, £23.49,
Typhoon Housewares

Farmstead dipped redlJ
colander, £17.99; red
dotty mug, £1.99; red
dotty side plate,
1.99; farm fresh jug, |
8.99, all Dunelm |

<« Dunelm offers a great range of i
affordable accessories to suit this
style. Red is a good choice if you
want to add a splash of colour

frnh A Tenagenn I,,th' -\‘I-"‘.f ; |
— S {.‘ "‘ ey J 4
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P> Ensure your cakes are baked to : P & 4
perfection with a set of vintage-style 3 4
measures

Set of three measuring cups, £18.99; set of four
measuring spoons, £12.99, both from the Bake My
Day collection by Mason Cash




<« Update
your chairs —
- we love this
| classic ladder
design

- Peressini Casa
- Venezia dining

~ chair, from around
£96 each, Wayfair

W This rustic hanging rack is an
ideal way to keep pots and pans
tidy and within easy reach. You
could also use it to hang herbs

to dry i

Pot hanger,
£35, Pastel Lane

<« Replace a
pendant light
fitting with
this charming
red design

|

Red galley
pendant,
-~ £12.99, Dunelm

b i
LU l'n 'ﬂ

pAdd a
touch of
farmhouse
chic with
these animal-
themed
hooks

Dog and cow
ceramic hooks,
£4.99 each,
Dunelm

A Choose traditional accessories such as
blue striped Cornishware and traditional
scales to enhance the farmhouse look

Este Macleod pears with jug framed print,
£100; Kitchen Craft traditional balance kitchen
scale, £65; ICTC olivewood bowl, £55;
Cornishware utensil jar, £28; Le Creuset honey
pot and dipper, £19; Sophie Conran for
Portmeirion plates, from £12.50; Kilner jars, from
£2.50 each, all John Lewis

WV This stunning kitchen from lkea proves
that you don‘t have to spend a fortune to
achieve a farmhouse look

Metod/Kroktorp kitchen, from around £42 for a

600mm base unit plus door; Stenstorp kitchen
island, £200; Fintorp rails, from £7 each, all Ikea

A A round table is a sociable choice
for kitchens, and this pedestal design
is a great buy

Cotswolds ivory round table and chairs,
£399.99, Dunelm
'V Store fruit and vegetables in these

hessian baskets

Kitchen storage baskets, £10 for three, Next

. A\




WIN! ATeka Hydroclean

o

self-cleaning oven o4

Enter now for your chance to win this great prize — a fantastic -. £629|

oven that cleans itself in just 24 minutes!

ake the hard work, cost and time out ~

of cleaning your oven by entering our

competition to win one of four
HYDROCLEAN® eco-cleaning ovens from
appliance specialist TEKA.

Teka's innovative new HydroClean® oven
redefines the meaning of the phrase ‘easy-to-
clean’, taking just 24 minutes to self-clean,
including the 20 minutes it takes to cool
down. Saving a staggering 98% of the energy
required by equivalent pyrolytic ovens, and
taking 86% less time, the Teka HydroClean®
oven is genuinely eco-friendly and
compromises nothing on functionality or
looks. Simply pour a glass of water into a
special well in the oven and warm for four
minutes to just 60°C — and the grease and
dirt will simply wipe off with a damp cloth.

Finished in stunning fingerprint-proof
stainless steel, the Teka HKL 840 Compact HYDROCLEAN
45cm oven is equipped with pop-out control
knobs and a digital display with touch control.
It features adjustable chromed tray guides
and five cooking levels to make full use of the

eight different cooking functions available. The superb Teka HydroClean® system saves
A 'Cool Touch’ safety system, which ensures energy, time and money and is the world’s
that the outer door never exceeds 60°C, sets most advanced self-cleaning oven technology
the oven apart and a child lock extends its that really does take the hard work out of
safety credentials even further. oven cleaning while remaining energy-

) efficient and helping to save money on
HOW TO ENTER household energy bills.

P We're offering four lucky readers th
For your chance to win, simply answer € re otiering fo ky readers the
. - chance to win a Teka HKL840 Compact
the following question: ®
Hydroclean® oven worth £629. The oven 3
Q: Which of the following would you features an ‘A-energy rating and a five-year 2
not use an oven for? Teka parts and labour warranty. = =
A) Baking B) Roasting C) Grating
o For further information on the full range of kitchen appliances from Teka, visit
To enter, call our competition line www.teka.co.uk, call 01235 861916 or 0845 3130388 or email sales@teka.co.uk.
0901 819 0690+ | -
RULES OF COMPETITION ENTRY installation or removal of existing appliances or products. 4. No
To enter online visit *Calls cost 26p per minute and last approx. 2 minutes. Calls cash alternative is available and products will not be changed or
. from mobiles may vary. **Texts cost 50p plus your standard upgraded, but should the prize become unavailable Your Home
vaw.yourhomemagazme.co.uk network charge. This is not a subscription service. Lines close at has the right to offer an alternative prize. 5. Only one online
midnight on 31st December 2014 and three working days later entry per giveaway per person. 6. Winners must be willing to
To enter by text message text YH TEKA for online entries. The winners will be selected at random from participate in publicity if required. 7. Proof of postage is not proof
all correct entries received after the closing date. If you call to of receipt. 8. The Editor’s decision is final and no correspondence
fO”OWGd by a space then your name, enter after the advertised closing date you will not be entered will be entered into. 9. Unless otherwise stated prizes must be
address and answer to 87080%* into the competition, but you may still be charged. 1. Hubert claimed within six months. 10. Holidays and breaks are subject to
- . Burda Media UK may use your details to let you know about availability at the time of booking and unless otherwise stated do
Texts cost 50p, calls cost 26ppm* and last other products and services we think may be of interest to you. not include travel, insurance or extras. 11. Reproduction of this
approx. 2 mins If you do not want offers from us, please end your text message competition in whole or in part without written permission is
. . with BURDA NO. 2. The competition is open to anyone in the prohibited. Hubert Burda Media UK reserves the right to
) UK over the age of 18, apart from employees of Hubert Burda prosecute any offending parties. 12. Allow 8 -10 weeks from
dOSII‘Ig date: 31st December 2014 and three Media UK, Spoke and any other companies or company selection for completion. 13. Entrants are asked to provide their
: : . employees involved in the competition. 3. Unless otherwise full name and address when entering the competition.
mrkmg days later for online entries. J stated prizes include delivery to the UK mainland but not SP: Spoke — 0333 202 3390. /
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Make it easy! g

he winter weather is drawing in and we're
> > getting ready for the festive season to really
begin - from glittering decorations to make at
home, to Christmas-themed home décor and more.

FURNITURE FACELIFT

Convert plain [ 1
drawers into & relro i

storage cabinel

Sparkling decorations to
make your home twinkle

SEW SIMPLE

GIRLS” GUIDE TO DIY

Stitch a colourful stocking
Advent calendar

Get ready for
Christmas with
our must-read
December
checklist

Stay warm this winter with our
guide to stove maintenance
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> Make,do&craft

. . — <3
ChrIStmaS W|” soon be here, SO r' Prancing reindeer e_

card, £5, the V&A

now is the perfect time to sit
down and get to work on some
Christmas crafts — such as these
bright and beautiful decorations
Q o

T

Sparkly wreath | 4

Adorn your home with this glamorous wreath ' L%
E and add a little shine to Christmas time.

A

SHOPPING LIST

® 20cm polystyrene wreath, £2, Hobbycraft @ 3m blue '
5cm wide stretch sequin trim @ sequin pins @ silver and

green sequin trim, 1m of each @ purple individual

sequins ® 50cm blue silk ® scissors ® pins ® sewing

machine and thread

First, cover your wreath. Cut the stretch sequin trim
linto 15cm lengths, then wrap them over the front of -
the wreath blank, using sequin pins to secure them
into position. We overlapped each of ours slightly to
ensure a neat finish.
Add your embellishments. We wrapped lengths of
2 silver and green around the wreath, then added
individual purple sequins sporadically all over the
wreath, using sequin pins to secure them all.
Stitch a bow. To do this, cut a 20cm square from
8 blue silk fabric. Fold it in half, right sides facing,
and stitch along both side edges and three
quarters of the bottom edge, leaving 5cm open. Turn
{ out through the gap, press, then hand stitch closed.
i Make two ribbon tails by cutting four 6cm x 15cm
i strips and stitching them right sides together in pairs,
then turning out through the top — we also stitched
diagonally across the bottom of ours. Finally, cut a 5cm
x 10cm length of silk, and press the long edges over
to the wrong side by
1cm. Wrap this around
the middle of the bow 1
to gather it, and hand
stitch into position.
Use pins to fix the
ribbon tails and bow
onto the front of
the wreath.

" As our Wreath Was going
1o be hung on a mirvoy, we
_ added apiece of fett to

. the back of it to cover
oA any mess.

Feature & styling Sophie Holt Photos Lizzie Orme

©
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Sequin baubles

This shiny decorations will add a touch
of glamour to your tree.

polystyrene balls, £2.99 per pack of 36,
Baker Ross © purple spray paint  sequin pins

iridescent blue seed beads « blue, green and
purple sequins « glitter ribbon, from a selection
at Create & Craft « scissors © mini ribbon bow

Place them onto a sheet of newspaper or
brown paper and spray with purple paint
—you will need to do one side, let it dry, then
turn over and repeat on the other side. Leave
to dry thoroughly.
2 Add the sequin design, starting at the

lBegin by prepping the polystyrene balls.

base of the bauble and working your

way to the top. Load up a sequin pin
with two tiny seed beads, then add a sequin,
inserting the pin through the central hole.
Push the pin firmly into the polystyrene ball.
Repeat, covering the ball, until only the very

top is left.
(} When there is only a small gap
. CQ e 20cm length of glitter ribbon,
: (‘) tf) : and fold it in half. Push a sequin
‘9,) pin through the middle of a mini
bow embellishment, then push
RN ULISN PR TLB  making sure to go through both.
INVENG AR Push the pin into the top of the
- eqch sequin — or even ~ ball to finish — add another
o e gl 2 couple of pins to make sure

left at the top of the ball, cut a
- For amore subtle finish, - this through the ribbon ends,
Cits really secure.

Striped stocking

Make this sophisticated stocking using scraps of fabric and sequin strands.

SHOPPING LIST
@ 3 selection of fabric offcuts — at least 30cm square of each e scissors @ pins
® sewing machine ethread e pencil ® 1m blue cotton fabric e sewing needle
o hot glue gun e purple and stranded sequins, 60cm of each e glitter ribbon

Yooy )+l strips of fabric to make one big 3{{‘ .'j:-“ :
2 el P patchwork sheet. We cut ours into =) ¥
- 12cm wide strips and machine stitched ‘ - LE ¥
/ ‘ together, then pressed flat. With the £ 2B i
_l . | wrong side facing you, draw a stocking et . A i .
" | shape out onto your strips, making it J I"{lf
slightly larger than you'd like your finished
stocking to be on all sides. Cut it out.

2 Lay the striped stocking onto a piece

1Start by cutting and stitching together

of blue cotton and cut it out three

times — one of these will be the back
of the outer stocking, and the other
two will be the lining. Pin the two
lining pieces right sides together and stitch around the edge
with a 1.5cm seam allowance, leaving the top edge open and
a 10cm seam gap in the bottom of the foot. Place the third M O
blue cotton piece right sides together with the striped stocking 5% decollfatio'n",llké é‘
piece, and stitch together around the edge, leaving the top for a set of two, The
edge open. Contemporary Home
3 Slide the outer stocking inside the lining stocking, with

right sides facing and the back and front seams aligned. Pin, then machine stitch all around the top edge of the stocking

to join the two together. Pull the stocking right sides out through the hole in the bottom of the lining, and hand stitch it
closed. Finally, use a hot glue gun to stick strips of sequin trim along each of the stripe seam lines. Fold the top of the stocking
over to make a cuff, then hand stitch a loop of ribbon to the top edge to allow for hanging.
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Furniture tacelift...

This month we created a stylish storage unit using wooden Ikea boxes

any of us have these wooden
Moppe storage boxes from Ikea
at home; they’re inexpensive and

handy for keeping clutter tidied away. We
decided to update ours by incorporating
several of the boxes together. A pull-out tray
is a useful addition, perfect to rest a cup of
tea or to contain paper as you work. Smart
chrome handles with library card windows
look great and help organise the contents so
everything is close to hand and quickly found.

<ix sets of Moppe wooden drawers, £9
each, IKEA PVAglue hammer panel
pins pendl two MDF side panels, 730mm
¥ 192mm, 10mm thick  two MDF top and
bottom panels, 588mm x 192mm, 10mm
thick one MDF back panel, 750mm x
588mm, 10mm thick ~ two 20mm deep
temporary spacers drill  screws
screwdriver  pilot  drill bt four small
pine tulip feet with bolt, 120mm high, £9.20
per pack of four, eBay one MDF tray base,
175mm x 563mm x 8mm thick two 8mm x
563mm battens for the front and back sides
of the tray base  two 8mm x 1 59mm
battens for the two sides of the tray base
paint brush ~Annie Sloan Burgundy chal.k
paint, £18.95 per 1Ltin soft cloth Anme
Sloan soft wax, £7.99 per 500ml tin silver
drawer handle cup pull label frame card
holders, £19.99 per pack of 20, eBay /
card  sCissOrs

. v
'rurlfu

,--],].-.]'

_ LA

Before

Feature and styling Jo Rigg Photos Lizzie Orme

~_ |

2 \ i
P

Remove the drawers from the wooden box
lframes and place to one side. Sit two of the
frames side-by-side, right way up. Place a

second pair on their ends on top, one at each
edge with a gap in the middle; this will create
vertical storage. Add the remaining two box
frames side by side on top, exactly as the first
pair. This arrangement will form the base of the
cabinet. The overall measurement of the boxes
arranged like this is 567mm wide x 688mm tall.

Glue and nail the outer frame pieces
2together using PVA glue and panel pins.

The MDF is fairly thin so take care not to
split it. Drawing a pencil guide showing the
depth of the wood beneath at each edge
can help.

Glue and panel pin the back piece onto the
rest of the frame, this will strengthen the

structure and make it square. Leave the
frame to dry.

Glue the bottom two wooden box frames
4inside the base of the frame — the fit should

be quite tight. Next, glue the two vertical
boxes inside, on top of the bottom two. Lay the
two 20cm battens on top of them — these will act
as temporary spacers and will be removed and

62  YourHome December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk
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discarded later. Finally, glue the top two baoxes into
position at the top of the frame, then leave to dry.

Add a few screws, worked through the
5wooden boxes and into the frame beyond,
to secure the boxes into place. This is
particularly important for the top two boxes —
if they fall or move down, the pull-out tray will

become too tight to pull open.

Turn the unit upside down. Drill a pilot hole
at each corner of the base and then screw

the feet into place.

Make the pull-out tray. Lay the MDF base
7down onto a work surface, then glue and

pin the front, back and two sides into place
around the edges of it.

Lastly, remove the temporary spacer
battens. Paint the entire unit — including

the feet, tray and drawers — with red chalk
paint, then leave to dry. Use a soft brush or
cloth to add a coat of wax over the paint. Screw
the label plates onto the back of each drawer;
we recommend using the back because it does
not have a cut-out finger hole. Place the tray
and drawers into the cabinet at the top and
bottom, then cut a card label for each drawer
plate and slip into place.




2R R R R R R EE R

These wooden :
| drawer units are really 1
versatile — you can
', custom-make the unit
to whatever size
. youwish. -
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Give yourself a little treat every day
with this fun stocking Advent calendar

easy to make — and looks fantastic! Whether you hang it along your stairs as we
have, above a mantel or across the wall it will add a touch of colour and a daily
gift to your Christmas countdown.

M ade from the offcuts of larger projects, this cute Advent calendar is cheap and

template from www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk
or send a stamped SAE to Your Home
December Advent Template, Hubert Burda Media
UK, The Tower, Phoenix Square, Colchester, Essex,
CO4 9HU. Cut the template out.
2 Use the template to cut 25 stocking shapes

1 Download and print the December Advent

from your fabric offcuts — then flip it over so

that the shape is reversed and cut 25 more.
Pin these together in pairs (right sides facing) and
machine stitch around the outside of the shape with
a 5mm seam allowance, leaving the top edge open.
Turn them right sides out and press.

Repeat step 2 using cotton fabric, to cut 50
3 lining pieces. Once again pin the shapes into

pairs (right sides facing) and stitch around the
outside of the shape, once again leaving the top
edge open, and also leaving a 3cm gap in the seam
at the bottom of the foot. Turn right sides out,
and press.

With right sides facing, slide the lining stocking
4 over the outer stocking, aligning the seams

and top edge. Hand stitch around the top
edge, working through both layers, then turn right
sides out through the gap in the bottom of the
lining seam. Stitch the gap closed, then press.

64  YourHome December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

® fabric offcuts — we used 25 pieces
roughly 30cm square ® pencil
[:: §cissors @ pins@ sewing machine
@ iron @ 1m cotton fabric (for linings)
P embroidery needle and thread @ one
sheet self-adhesive felt, £3.99 per pack of
18, Baker Ross @ jumbo pompom trim
£1.70 per m, Frumble ® 25 wooden l
clothes pegs @ washi tape |

You will need w

With each of the stockings now created, begin
to decorate them all. Thread a needle with
two strands of embroidery thread and work
a blanket stitch around the top edge of each
stocking, tying off on the inside, concealing the
knot as best as you can.
Using a pencil, draw the outline of the
6 numbers 1-25 out onto the right side of a
sheet of self-adhesive felt. Use a pair of scissors
or a craft knife to carefully cut them out. Stick each
number onto one of the stockings, positioning
them around 2cm down from the top edge.
Measure the area in which you'd like to hang
7 your Advent calendar, and cut a length of
jumbo pompom trim to fit. Securely hang
the trim however you like — we chose to loop ours
along a banister but you could also hang it from
the ceiling, over a mantelpiece or around the edge
of a room.
Decorate 25 plain wooden clothes pegs with a
8 selection of colourful washi tapes. Once your
trim is securely hung, use the pegs to clip your
stockings into place — then fill with sweets or other
mini gifts to finish.

[l ] .&I’?f’?ﬁﬂ?fl Hﬁﬂﬂﬁtﬁﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ?\?\ L




plp

For a more
permanent fix, you
could stitch your
stockings into place
along the trim.
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Gl Guideto |

Give your kitchen a weekend facelift, just in time for any [ =
Christmas entertaining, with some fresh new tiles

ﬁi‘;ﬂﬂ 1] 2 _ 4

Feature Kate Harding Main image House of Fraser Step-by-step images Courtesy of B&Q's You Can Do It manual

sure your grout | | Q_
when they meet 8 )
To'ensure this | ] G S
is the case, draw a baseline / - (‘ - BV m'!' ~1
‘-"ro_g:n_d all the walls y 4 The key to a professional finish when tiling is plenty of planning and measuring %
you are tiling. 4, before you actually get to placing the tiles on the walls. -
66 Youdone December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk t—-
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To establish the area you need to cover in
1 square metres, simply measure the height and
width of the area and multiply. Then add on around
5% to allow for any breakages and mistakes. Once
you have your tiles, it's a good idea to make a
measuring rod. They're very simple to make, just
take a length of wooden batten and place on a flat
surface, lay out a row of your chosen tiles directly
above this, complete with tile spacers in between.
Mark on the batten the position of each tile and
the spacers.

As a rule it's best to begin tiling from the centre
2 of the wall, so that any cut tiles appear at the
edges in equal sizes. To do this measure the width
of the wall, then mark the centre point. Take the
measuring rod and place it so that one of the tile-
edge marks lines up with this line. Then, still using
the measuring rod, count how many full tiles will fit
in. Once you get to the edge you can see whether
you will need to cut any tiles to fit. If you can see
that you're going to end up with tiles that are less
than half a tile wide you may want to readjust, as
narrow slivers of tiles are hard to cut, so go back
and move the starting mark accordingly.

Also to ensure you have even-sized tiles at the

top and bottom of your walls the same method
as above applies. To work this out, draw a vertical
line from the centre line up, using a spirit level to
ensure it's straight. Then as before use the
measuring rod to establish how many whole tiles
you'll require, and whether the cut tiles will be
sufficiently thick at the edges, and if not readjust
the line for the starting tile. If you are part tiling
your wall, rather than tiling right up to the
ceiling, the top row of horizontal
tiles will look best if they are
whole, and the bottom row
can be cut tiles. If
necessary move the
top row higher so
that you're not left
with a row of very
thin tiles at the base.

Once you've
4estab|ished the
starting point for
the tiles you can set
about getting them on the
wall. To ensure you have
straight edges use battens as a
frame to tile within. Set up so the
bottom right hand corner of the frame
is where your first tile is to sit. The frame will also
help support the tiles while they're drying as it will
stop them sliding down the wall.

Starting from the corner of your frame apply tile
5adhesive to the wall, then spread evenly with a
notched spreader. Place the starting tile in position
pressing the edges against the frame and against
the wall.

Next add a tile above and one to the side,
6pressing into the wall to help them adhere.
Insert a spacer between the tiles and push in, so
they can be grouted over without being visible.

Cover two tasks with one
simple tool with this clever dual
purpose design, that has a notched
edge for fast adhesive application on
one side and a squeegee for grouting

on the other.

TileMate combi

) i v
Continue in this way,
7 applying adhesive to small
sections of wall as you go to
avoid it drying out. Work your
way along until you get to
the edges. Wipe off any
adhesive before it dries.

8When you get to the
edges, it's likely you'll

spreader/squeege, . .
e 52/_59 9 need to cut tiles to fit. As walls
Topps Tiles are rarely completely straight it's

best to measure the space for each

individual tile and cut accordingly. After
cutting check the fit, if slightly too large you
can make slight tweaks with a tile file.

Apply adhesive direct to the back of the tile,
9rather than to the wall, then press into place. If
you're also tiling the adjacent wall take care when
cutting the edge tiles to ensure the grout lines are
level. Once all the tiles have been laid, allow the
adhesive to dry, the amount of time this takes will
vary dependent on the product you are using.

Finally take a small amount of grout and
1 Opress into the gaps. With a grout spreader,
use long upward strokes to work it into the joints.
Wipe tiles with a damp sponge, taking care not to
remove any from the joints. Once the grout has
completely dried, polish off with a clean cloth.

5
GIRLS” GUIDE TO DIY

Trick of the trade

The experts at Topps Tiles share their
i handy hints for using coloured grout:

® A darker grout is ideal for areas of the home
i that see food spills, such as kitchen splash :
¢ backs. Darker colours offer lower maintenance
compared to their white counterparts that can

i show stains more easily.

i @ Using lighter coloured grouts with white

tiles gives the illusion of seamless tiling and

i can open up the space, while darker grout

i when matched with a lighter tile creates a

bold, geometric look that highlights the

i finished edge.

i @ Coloured grout can be applied in exactly the
same way as lighter grout, but take extra care

i to wipe off any excess as this can dry and stain

i the glaze on lighter tiles.

@ When considering which grout to use for

i your bathroom, using a darker colour can be

i more forgiving by reducing the appearance of
mould residue when compared to the

i traditional white finish.

Topps Tiles has coloured grout sample sticks
i in store so you can match with tile samples.



Feature Lisa Hibberd

ASK
EXPERTS

We answer some of your DIY ar\d
maintenance questions, with a little
help from the experts

Q My wooden worktops are looking past their best but | don't
have the budget to replace them at the moment —is there a

product available that will spruce them up?
Mr D Quinn, Ayrshire

Ambassador, has this
recommendation....
This high-quality oil
moisturises unvarnished
: wood around the home,
leaving it looking nourished and
refreshed, as well as enhancing the
natural grain of the wood. It's perfectly
safe for use on food contact areas such
as worktops, chopping boards and
utensils. Simply spray evenly onto the
surface, leave for ten minutes and then
wipe away the excess. Lemon Love is
priced at £6.99 per 500ml, available
from Lakeland.

Wendy Miranda, Lakeland’s Customer

We've recently had an extension built, and I'm struggling
with décor ideas for our modern playroom-cum-snug. Do

you have any suggestions for a quirky wall decoration that would

work in this sort of space?

Rachael, London

A Your Home says... Wall stickers are a great way to
add interest to any room, and they're quick and easy

to apply. This quirky design by Bumoon is perfect for a

playroom, but would also work in a more grown-up

space. It features a selection of different bird designs in

a cartoon style, and will add a touch of fun to any wall.

Variety is the spice of life wall stickers, £62.50, Butterfly Occasions

Q I've just moved into a rented house and the bathroom is in good
condition but very plain. I'm not allowed to drill holes in the walls,
but I'd like to add some bits and pieces to brighten up the room — do you
have any suggestions?

Jessie, by email

A Your Home says... It can be tricky to update rented
accommodation without causing damage, but help is at
hand with the clever range of Command bathroom hooks from
3M. They’'re designed especially for use in the bathroom as
they have water-resistant strips which will stick firmly evenin a
humid environment. You can use them to hang towels, bathing
essentials or even pretty ornaments to enhance your bathroom,
and then if and when you need to remove them, they will come
away from the wall cleanly without leaving any damage.

Command metal satin bathroom hook, £6.99 each; Command large towel
hook, £4.99 each, both 3M

[==y
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last winter — what maintenance checks do | need
to carry out to keep it in good working order?
Mrs F Cartright, Lancashire

Q | had a wood-burning stove installed in my house

P i Matt Kisler, product manager
for Dimplex, gives his expert
, advice... The rules on maintenance
are less strict than those for gas
i appliances as there is no legal
A requirement for annual
maintenance. However, some maintenance is
necessary and there are simple guidelines you
can follow, which cover two main areas — sweeping
the chimney, and visual checks on the condition of
the stove.

A chimney should be swept by a qualified

i

Bellingham s

chimney sweep a minimum of once a year, even 5SE DEFRA-
if the stove is used only occasionally. Sweeping is | exempt ;
necessary to ensure free passage of the dangerous Ztgc:;‘lge'gaground '“'v A
combustion gasses from the stove by removing Dimpiex' ~
blockages such as birds’ nests and soot. Regular
sweeping also removes creosote, which can cause
chimney fires. According to the National Association of Chimney Sweeps (www.nacs.org.uk), chimneys should be swept at the start of I
the season, then once every quarter while the stove is in use, if burning wood, and once during the season if burning smokeless fuels.
At the start of the season, it’s also worth checking the consumable items on your stove — such as the rope seal around the door, and
the bricks. The rope seal needs to maintain an airtight seal, however, this will compress through use. Your stove manufacturer will be
able to advise what length and diameter of replacement rope you'll need and you can purchase rope, and a special fire-resistant
! adhesive, from most stove shops. Also check the brick lining. A hairline fracture, for example, is not a problem — but if you notice that '
a crack in a brick has started to widen, that's the time to replace it. Simply lift the baffle plate, remove and replace.
At the end of the season, the stove should be shut down, ensuring that all the ash is removed from the stove, and the chimney flue
ways and baffle plate are brushed clean. Close the door and put the air control in the open position. This allows air to circulate around
the stove and prevents corrosion and condensation so it's in top condition when you next come to light a fire. |
| B & ; - e e e

® Take care what personal information you share
on social media, such as telling everyone when
you are going on holiday.

® Make your home look occupied while you are
out or away on holiday by using lights on timers
and asking a trusted neighbour or family
member to pop in and check everything is okay.

Q There have been a
number of burglaries in
my neighbourhood recently,
and I'm concerned that this
could happen to me. What
can | do to help make my
home more secure?

Mrs E Robson, Sunderland

As well as the above tips, for those who want

Ray McGrady, MASCO UK Window built-in security, Safechoice has developed an

Group Marketing Director at SAC bolt system for all its windows and uses a g
Safechoice, says... Now that the nights secure Yale system for doors for added safety Eé‘
have drawn in, we need to be mindful that and security. Safechoice also works closely with ga
burglars often strike under the cover of ; the police under the ‘Secured by Design’ =
darkness. Research shows that in the UK, scheme to ensure protection and peace of mind. )
burglars strike every 40 seconds. Families with children are likely =
victims and 56% of burglaries happen at night. You are six times SafeChoice doors are all fitted with ;
more likely to be burgled without both window locks and double 10-point locking systems and wn
locks or deadlocks on outside doors. 73% of burglars use doors also offer a futuristic ‘Keyfree' <
to enter a property and in 3% of cases the door is left unlocked. locking system option with a

remote control keyfob If you have a DIY or
These top tips should be second nature to us all, but here’s a and built in door handle maintenance question, write
quick reminder... key pad, which allows you to to Ask the Experts, Your Home,
® Remember to lock all doors and windows, even if you're just unlock your door by entering Hubert Burda Media UK,
nipping out for a few minutes. your own personal code. So, if The Tower, Phoenix Square,
@ Fit a burglar alarm and ensure it is visible to potential thieves. your doors and windows are Colchester, Essex
@ Keep valuables and all house and car keys out of sight. due for replacement, don't CO4 9HU or email
@ Fit outside security lighting. forget to consider security asktheexperts@yhmag.co.uk
@ Join your local Neighbourhood Watch scheme. as well.

® When recycling, fold up any packagingthatoffers a clue to what

your home contains.
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checklist

Discover seasonal tasks for your home and garden

v/ IF YOU DO ONE THING THIS MONTH. ..

Christmas seems to come around quicker each year. Before you've
had time to pack away the Hallowe’en decorations, friends and
family are knocking at the door with their presents and overnight
bags in tow. Get your home guest-ready and make sure everybody
has a comfortable Christmas with our handy tips.

@ When it comes to making sure your guests have a pleasant stay, the first
thing to check is the bedding. According to a recent poll by The Fine
Bedding Company, 89% of people give their guests their unwanted master
bedroom duvet and pillows to use, and 77% of people think their guest
bedding is over ten years old. If your spare bedding has seen better days, it
needn’t cost the earth to replace it. Most supermarkets now sell duvets and
pillows at really reasonable prices, so pick one up with your next food shop.
@ If your visitors are lucky enough to have their own room when they come
to stay, invest in a room fragrance to provide a fresh scent when they turn
in for the night. It's also a nice idea to provide a spare toothbrush and a
few toiletries you've collected from hotels in case they've forgotten anything
and if you really want to go the extra mile, a few thoughtfully chosen books
or a radio will help them unwind at the end of the day or keep them
occupied if they're early risers. You could also provide any tech-sawvy guests
with your wireless internet passcode so that they're able to surf the net if
they fancy a bit of time away from the festive chaos.

@ For those of your guests who'll be sleeping in the living room or bunking
up with other family members, worry not — you can still make their stay a
pleasurable one. If you have a cloakroom, make this your guest’s private
bathroom for the duration of their stay. They can leave their toiletries in
there and needn’t worry that they're taking up anybody else’s allotted
bathroom time. Also make sure that they can open any windows or

alter the heating in the room they'll be sleeping in if they need to.

@ Lastly, if you really want to know if your friends and family will

get a good night's rest, there's no better way of finding out than

by catching forty winks in your guest accommodation. This way

you'll be able to see if there's anything missing that would make

their stay extra special.

Visit www.finebedding.co.uk to find your perfect guest bedding.

v Essential buy for December

If you're looking for something
quirky to hang in your home to

Perfect for use on the replace the traditional wreath, this
‘kids table’ at any festive adorable reindeer could be just
gathering, this tablecloth the thing. Loved for its collection
from Doodle by Stitch will keep O i of decorative felted animal heads,
the little ones entertained in " Armstrong Ward has brought
between courses. Let them loose \ back this lovely red-nosed reindeer
with the wash-out coloured markers / version to brighten up the house
and after dinner, watch their doodles y in time for Christmas. Hand-
disappear in a 40 degree wash, ready crafted and available in grey,

for your little artists to start again. It comes with ten cream or chocolate brown,
Doodle markers and is big enough to cover a large he's pretty much impossible
dining table. to resist.

Grey felt reindeer head, £45,

Doodle Christmas tablecloth, 310cm x 150cm, www.armstrongward.co.uk

£40, www.doodlebystitch.com
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victoria plumb

VICTORIAPLUMB.COM 0344 804 48 48 LOWEST
PRICE
GUARANTEE ¢

***

ARC CLOSE COUPLED TOILET
ARC BASIN AND PEDESTAL .

all this for only
V8+ FRAMELESS SLIDING SHOWER ENCLOSURE

TETRA SQUARE HEAD SHOWER RISER SYSTEM £
WINDERMERE BASIN MIXER

TOILET, BASIN, BASIN MIXER, SHOWER ENCLOSURE AND RISER KIT ONLY £749

NEXT DAY DELIVERY (@ FINANCE AVAILABLE (@ BUY NOW PAY LATER &



VISTA. PATIO ROOMS.

OPEN UP YOUR HOME TO () 0800 587 7144
A NEW STYLE OF LIVING.

o e
Ll ity es eI
For over 200 years, classic conservatory designs have remained largely unchanged.
Now, VISTA have launched a new range of design-registered patio rooms which will v I STA
transform your home in 2 days. Unique to VISTA and like nothing you've seen before. PATIO ROOMS
TO ORDER A BROCHUREOR FOR A FREE SURVEY CALL O WWWUVISTAPATIOROOMS.COM

VISTA. ADDING A STYLISH © | \/ISTA. CREATING BEAUTIFUL ©

CANOPY OR CARPORT TO NEW GARDEN ROOMS IN 1DAY.

YOUR HOME. B e
i

w\\\

As the weather changes, so does your lifestyle.
Vista's design-registered canopies allow you to reclaim your
patio and give protection to both you and your car.

PROTECT

YOUR CAR - Increase your living space - enhance your lifestyle.
WHATEVER . . .

THE WEATHER! m « Installedin 1 Day « No foundations required

WWW.VISTACANOPIES.COM WWW.VISTAGARDENROOMS.COM

e srocarcor (1) 0800 587 7144 VA VISTA




Find some great ideas for your home with four fabulous houses to inspire you d

|
Yvonne Cook has used 1

her love of all things
[ vintage to create a
i unique look in her
home at Christmas

_| Show off your hard
# work in

Have you just finished decorating your home?
If so we'd love to see your photos and, who
knows, your house may be featured in a future
issue. Please send photos to Kate Harding, Your
Home, Hubert Burda Media UK, The Tower,
Phoenix Square, Colchester, CO4 9HU

.15
'

Andrea and Duncan have used colour
to achieve a vibrant family home
that makes a real impact

Helen and
Mark’s rural
home is a
wonderfully
cosy retreat

Victoria and
Nigel have
created the
ideal space
for hosting
Christmas |
dinner

FIND MORE INTERIORS TO INSPIRE YOU AT
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REAL HOME
Colour is king in
our cosy home

Andrea and Duncan have lovingly transformed a
neglected cottage into a vibrant family home

hugely since 2001 when Andrea was  too often. We love the area and are family folk at
racing about London as a marketing  heart, so it felt natural to move back here,” she
manager and dividing her working week explains.
between London and Bristol. ‘Both my family Duncan’s work as a civil engineer took
and my husband, Duncan, lived locally to  him out and about across the region so he

I I ome, family and work have changed ~ Neston and [ was commuting along the M4 way

Lo

| |
i -;{a‘ mal 1887
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-+ The couple
hacked away the
1970s brick
surround and
dark painted
timber and
cleaned the
exposed stone
that was in situ
to create a
simple open fire.
Andrea'’s father
made the simple
mantle and shelf
at the side,
which is where
Frank’s toys are
neatly stored

Candles are a great way
1o add a cosyfeel to your living
room over the festive season. Opt

for vanyjing sizes that will create
awarm glow when it.

Walls painted in Dulux Jungle
Fever create a warm backdrop for
classic brown leather Chesterfield
sofas. One was a gift from a friend
and the other is shop bought.
‘This is very much a winter room,
Christmas morning is so cosy with
the log burner going and Frank
tearing through his gifts. It's a far
cry from the day when we could
see the sky from the living room
when we were installing the attic
bathroom,’ says Andrea

was on the look out for the perfect property.
‘We registered with a few agents and
Duncan focused our search on Neston
because it is such a pretty village. And luck
was on our side as we were able to buy this
cottage before it came on the open market.
We were first time buyers so the seller saw
us as a good bet,” explains Andrea.

When the couple first saw the cottage
they were immediately struck by its
potential. ‘It was in a sorry state. The
gardens were unkempt and the inside was a
hotchpotch of terrible DIY and orange pine
from the 70s, but we knew we could make
it our home,’ says Andrea.

"The original cottage was built around 150
years ago and was considerably smaller than
it is today — with just two rooms downstairs
and one bathroom. To make the property
work for them, the couple decided to apply
for planning permission to extend the rear
of the house and create a dining room onto
the garden and also extend upwards into
the loft space. This would create a large
family bathroom and leave them with two
bedrooms and a walk-in-wardrobe space on
the first floor. ‘Obtaining planning
permission was our only hiccup. One of our
neighbours objected to our plans, but we
got there eventually and we are all friends
now!’ says Andrea. While the planning
matter wrangled on Andrea, Duncan and
Andrea’s dad, David, pressed on with
internal works. ‘We used tradesmen for
electrics and plumbing, but if we could do
it ourselves, we did,” explains Andrea. >

REAL HOME

COME ON IN...

THE HOME

A 19th-century, three-bedroom cottage

in Wiltshire.

WHO LIVES HERE?

Andrea Breach and Duncan Priddle with son,
Frank, three. Andrea runs her own interiors
shop and café, Mipo (www.mipo.co.uk),
which showcases the work of local artisans.
Duncan is a civil engineer.

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT FROM
THE EXPERIENCE?

‘Be patient and adaptable. Building works
and renovations will always take longer than
you think, and you cannot rush. So be
prepared to wait and to change your plans as
your project progresses.’

WHAT’S YOUR BEST PIECE

OF ADVICE?

‘We lived here with plain white walls for
about a year and only added the colourful
walls once we knew how the cottage worked
for us and which rooms were brightest.
Colour does not always make small spaces
smaller so be bold and have fun.’

| Top FLook

Bedroom 2

FIRST FLOOR

u]
o4

4

ol

GROUND FLOOR

For stockists see page 118
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4-The colourful kitchen is warm and inviting,
with walls painted in the cheery pink, Rock
Candy by Dulux. ‘We were hand-printing
reindeers onto Mipo bags for Christmas and
Duncan commented that the colour would
look good in the kitchen, so on the walls it
went. | love it,” says Andrea. The colour works
perfectly with the kitchen cabinets, from a
builder's merchant, which were given a smart
set of handmade ash doors

<]'The couple were on a tight budget and
stretched it as far as they could, recycling all
the natural materials and stone work and
putting them back into the building where
possible, then they scoured trade centres
and reclamation yards for whatever else they
needed. Andrea’s father came in very handy
with this frugal approach. ‘He had what we
called ‘magic buckets’, because whatever we
needed, be it a door handle or an iron bolt,
Dad would have it in one of his buckets that
he had filled up with bits and bobs over the
years,’ recalls Andrea.

David brought more than ‘magic buckets’
to their renovation. He also brought a
lifetime’s experience in restoring old houses
and cabinet building. ‘My father was a
master craftsman and it is his work that
makes this cottage special. He hand-crafted
the window seats, and the exposed beams,
and made space for a downstairs toilet. His
work gives our cottage a bespoke finish that
belies our meagre budget,” Andrea explains.

Finally, after one year of weekends and

YourHome December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk




“The run up to Christmas is
the busiest time for our shop,
so Christmas Day is the first
time we draw breath as a
family. It's a special day’

evenings spent working at the cottage the
couple were ready to move in. ‘We agreed
that as long as it was liveable we would
move in on the day of the Diamond
Jubilee,” says Andrea. So with a working
kitchen, and bathroom, but concrete floors
and bare plaster walls the couple unpacked
their limited belongings. ‘It was our first
home so we had a sofa, a bed, a table, four
chairs and a wardrobe and we were thrilled
to bits,’ recalls Andrea.

And, as if moving to a tumbling down
cottage was not challenging enough, Andrea
decided to give up her job as well. ‘People

thought I was mad to give up a [>

REAL HOME

¥ ‘We are a clutter-free family usually, but when it comes to Christmas it's baubles a-go-go!
Duncan and | made the bauble chandeliers, it took us about four evenings of non-stop tying
and threading,’ laughs Andrea. The walls are painted with Dulux Ruby Fountain and make for
a festive feel to the dining room. The EIm dining table was made by Andrea’s father and the

red aluminium chairs from Mipo help to add a modern industrial feel

For a cheerful display hang
baubles of all different shapes,
sizes and colours on to differing
lengths of colourful
skinny ribbon.




4 Pale grey walls in a south-facing bedroom
with an unusual vaulted ceiling create a
calming place to sleep. The bed was one of
the few pieces that Andrea owned before
they bought the cottage. She had it made by
a timber merchant in Yorkshire. The heart
image is handmade by Debbie Coutts and is
available from Mipo as is the throw

- Frank sleeps in a cheerful bedroom
complete with its own mini Christmas tree.
‘Frank loves to play on the floor in his room,
so we gave him a soft carpet to make it nice
and comfy for him,’ she says. The room is
filled with pieces that have a story to tell
and Andrea'’s talented father made both the
bed and the linen box for Frank

‘I like the bedroom because even though the room is small it
feels light and airy.

<] company car and expense account, but
I wanted a venture that I could put my heart
into. Having trained in graphic design
I decided I wanted to go back to a more
creative life,’ says Andrea. And so, without
any previous experience, she decided to
open Mipo, a shop and café with a
commitment to profiting the work of local
artisans at its heart. “The run up to
Christmas is the busiest time for our shop, so
Christmas Day is the first time we draw
breath as a family. It’s a special day,’
says Andrea.

Over the years the couple have added to
their furniture collection in a thrifty and
discerning style. ‘I buy for my home and
Mipo in the same way. I buy things that
I love, or are beautiful and useful.
Provenance is also important, I like to know
the maker or the piece has to have a history,’
she says.

The couple have added to their family too

7 8 YourHome

with the birth of Frank, now three. ‘Frank’s
arrival combined with village life has made
us much more sociable. The village looks out
for him and all the children that live here, so
we have an open house and cherish the
friendships and kindness of our neighbours,’
says Andrea.

Frank’s arrival also meant that the cottage
changed too. ‘We used what is now Frank’s
room, as a dressing room and home office for
Mipo. So we moved our clothes into the box
room, bought an antique linen press and
somehow managed to fit all the shop
paperwork into it. The press lives in the
dining room so that I’m near Frank when
I work from home.’

13 years on, Andrea, Duncan and Frank are
very settled in their cottage and have no
plans to move. ‘I don’t want more and
I certainly don’t want different and our
cottage was crafted with my father’s love. It
is our forever home.” YH
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-+ The attic
bathroom was a
new addition to
the house and
gives the family
wonderful views
over the
countryside. ‘We
love the view.
When you stand
at the sink to
brush your teeth
you can see for
miles over the
Neston Estate.
The landscape
changes with the
seasons, it's
fabulous,’ says
Andrea. And light
is kept to a
maximum with
glass blocks as a
shower wall

Don't forget to decorate kids’
bedrooms at Christmas, something

as simple as a small Christmas
. ree will make an impact.

REAL HOME
DEAS TO STEAL

SHOW SOME HEART
Give walls a new dimension with a piece of
textured wall art.

3D heart canvas, £50, ArtyHarty

FINISHING TOUCHES
For a Scandi festive feel

a classic wooden reindeer
is ideal to cheer up any
corner of your home.

Reindeer ornament,
f4, Tesco

MODERN METAL
Andrea shows how
contemporary red
metal chairs can work
even in a more
traditional setting.

" Red Xavier Pauchard
Tolix-style dining chair,
£54.99, Lakeland Furniture

Jd
GROUP MEETING o
Grouping together
inexpensive
baubles is L
a quick,
effective and
affordable
way to add a
festive flourish.

Mixed baubles,
£1 for pack of 10,
Poundland

GREEN ROOM
An earthy shade of green is a great way to
create a cosy feel without being overbearing.

Garden Absolute matt emulsion, £35 per 2.5L,
Little Greene
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en Victoria and Nigel Cook were
courting as teenagers they often
walked hand-in-hand past a

ramshackle old farm steading near Shotley
Bridge in Country Durham. And now, having
recently celebrated their 23rd wedding
anniversary, they’re living in that very same
spot. ‘We always thought it would make a
lovely home,’ says Victoria. And here we are
30 years later!’

The farmsteading was converted into four
properties 13 years ago, and the Cooks
bought one of the houses directly from
friends a few years later in 2005. ‘It wasn’t

December 2014  www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

Our home is the ideal
space for Christmas

Victoria and Nigel have created the perfect home for large family gatherings

officially up for sale, but our friends knew we
were looking to move,’ says Victoria. ‘We
wanted to be in the catchment area for
schools in Northumberland. However, we
couldn’t find anything we liked in Hexham
or Corbridge, and had missed out on a barn
we hoped to convert when it sold for a high
price after sealed bids.” Having resigned
themselves to staying put, their friends
suggested they come and take a look at their
150-year-old converted pig shed. ‘We saw it
on the Tuesday, absolutely loved it and had
an offer accepted on the Friday,’
recalls Victoria.



< With its lofty
proportions, cosy wood
burner and antique
furniture, Victoria and
Nigel’s dining room
lends itself perfectly to
Christmas dinner. They've
recently re-painted the
walls in Dove Tale by
Farrow & Ball and chose
the decadent Orchid
wallpaper print from Cole
& Son for the alcoves

When wallpapering a room
with dramatic proportions be
brave and opt for a large print

N For maximum impact. 4

It was the dining room
that swung the sale for
the couple. ‘We thought
we’d seen the whole
house then they showed
us the dining room and
our jaws dropped — we
just had to have it,” says
Victoria. Although they
still hadn’t sold their home in nearby
Ebchester village, the Cooks were keen to
press ahead with the move. “There were a
difficult couple of months when we were
paying two mortgages, but after Christmas
we had lots of viewings and it soon sold,’
admits Victoria.

Although initially they didn’t want to
change a thing, the Cooks have decorated
each room over the years as well as replacing
the kitchen and bathroom. However, their
favourite room is still the dramatic double

4 The stairs lead to a mezzanine floor
above the dining room which features an en
suite shower room, so dinner party guests
can stay the night. Victoria loves decorating
the dining room for Christmas in traditional
white, gold and red, and has adorned her
antique furniture with festive floral displays
from Cosmic Flower Shop

height dining room, which looks amazing at
Christmas time. Although their antique
table seats six, the couple normally bring in
an additional table so they can seat between
14 and 18 guests. ‘Nigel’s made a wooden
top for one of the outside tables, so it’s level
with the existing table when we bring it
inside,” explains Victoria.

Last year the couple revamped the room,
which used to have a red feature chimney
breast, by painting the walls grey and
decorating the alcoves with a large
patterned wallpaper. They also had the
flooring re-sanded and oiled, as it was badly
marked and scratched. ‘It was a bit of a
challenge because of the scale of the room,’
says Victoria. ‘When you’re sent a small [>

<4 A wood-burning stove brings some
cosiness to the full-height dining room and
with woodland on the doorstep, gathering
firewood isn‘t a problem. ‘The wood
burners were already here, and they were
one of the character features that made us
want to buy the house,’ says Victoria

REAL HOME

THE HOME

A 150-year-old, four-bedroom converted pig
shed in Shotley Bridge, County Durham.
WHO LIVES HERE?

Victoria, 44, and husband Nigel Cook, 46,
with their two children, Jack, 20, and Ellen,
17, plus dog Alfie. Victoria is a teaching
assistant and Nigel runs a haulage company.

WHAT'S THE BEST THING
ABOUT LIVING HERE?

‘It feels very rural and tranquil with no street
lights, but it's just a 10-15 minute walk into
the village where there's a pub, restaurant,
bakery and other shops.’

ANY DIY DISASTERS?

"When we first painted the lounge, | chose a
sage green suede-effect paint, but it looked
awful. | painted over it the next day, but it
took ages to cover the grain effect.’
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¥ Victoria had the dresser made by
Bridgewater Interiors to tie in with the new
kitchen. It houses her collection of pretty
crockery from the likes of Nicholas Moss, Pip
Studio, Cath Kidston and Emma Bridgewater,
mixed in with wedding presents and vintage
finds. ‘I think | need to stop buying crockery
now as there’s no more room!’ she says

<] wallpaper sample of a big print, it’s
difficult to visualise how it will look on the
walls. In addition to this, as the ceiling is so
high we needed a scaffolding tower for the
decorating work. However, it was definitely
worth it. Being such a unique room, you
need to do it justice so I’'m really pleased
with how it’s turned out.” It’s now a much
better setting for the couple’s treasured
dining table and sideboard which were
inherited from Nigel’s grandfather. He
bought them from a local furniture store
after they had been crafted specially for the
boardroom of a Newcastle shipbuilder, who
cancelled the order. The look has been
continued through to the mezzanine floor,
which is perfect for guests staying over after
dinner parties.

Another room which comes into its own at
Christmas is the red living room. In here the
couple painted over the terracotta and
cream walls, opting for a red chimney breast
and floral wallpaper in the alcoves. They also
ripped up the carpet and replaced it with
reclaimed parquet flooring, as carpet wasn’t
practical with a dog. ‘Nigel had stored some
furniture for a friend and they gave us the
flooring for free in return,” explains Victoria.
‘It was black and filthy, but looks amazing
now we’ve cleaned it up, especially with the
wooden beams and log burner that were
already here.’

Although Victoria loved the farmhouse

‘Tlike it to feel cosy and comfortable so people feel welcome
when they come into my house.

] b B
3N p M@
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With its cosy wood
burner and red
feature wall, the
living room comes
into its own at
Christmas. ‘I tend
to go for traditional
red, green and
white decorations
to suit the age of
the house,’ says
Victoria, who's
added cranberry
cushions and a
tartan checked
throw, both from
Laura Ashley

LTINS TR TN

4 Victoria loves the hand-
painted oak kitchen that was
installed by Bridgewater
Interiors. It fits in perfectly with
the existing cream Aga, which is
ideal for making mince pies at
Christmas. She’s teamed this
with pretty pastels and
farmhouse-style accessories,
such as the striped jug and
Country Show tea towels

from Laura Ashley

19%

Instead of tiled splashbacks,

that can collect dirt in the grouting,
optfor wood paneliing. t can be

painted the same colour as
the kitchen for a rustic

country feel.
‘\""‘—-_




# The two arched windows in the living room
let in plenty of light and hint at the building’s
agricultural past. They've been dressed with
striped curtains from Next, while a rustic
bookcase from Dyvels Home in Corbridge fits
perfectly in the corner. Victoria’'s Barker &
Stonehouse sofa is adorned with cosy cushions
with a homespun crafty feel from Laura Ashley,
Kirstie Allsopp Home Living and John Lewis

kitchen when she first moved in, she felt it
needed an island unit as it’s the centre of
the home where everyone congregates.
Since it’s their forever home, they opted to
invest in a completely new kitchen in 2010,
choosing bespoke units and worktops from
Bridgewater Interiors plus Travertine
flooring from The Tile Shed. “The previous
kitchen had over-wide benches so we
weren’t sure whether there was room for an
island unit, but Bridgewater were really
clever with the layout,” says Victoria. [>

A deer head will add festive
charm 1o your home, but can

also be left up all
\year round.
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Victoria has opted for purple accents in the master bedroom
including a Swansbrook duvet cover and Anastasia amethyst
throw from Laura Ashley teamed with purple cushions from
John Lewis. The bed includes handy storage underneath,
which is essential as there’s no loft in the home

“The house was originally designed as a bungalow; then
the first floor was added into the eaves. Without any loft
space we now store Christmas decorations in the shed!’

Jack’s bedroom has been kept understated with a simple
leather bed, duvet and throw from Next along with a
Matalan knitted cushion and duck egg blue Newick
Tweed cushion from Laura Ashley

84 YourHome December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

The master bedroom is spacious
with an en suite shower room, but
was rather dark when the Cooks
first moved in. ‘Because we only
had the two small, low windows,
we added a roof light and now it's
much brighter,” says Victoria. An
unusual ledge around the room
displays treasured family photos
and typography picked up on
weekends away




4 As the Cooks aren’t overlooked
by neighbours, they were able to
install a bath in the centre of the
room by the window to enjoy the
rural views while bathing. The
calming neutral colour scheme is
complemented with simple white
sculpted blossom towels from
Laura Ashley

In rooms with sloping ceilings
consider adding a wooden ledge
Where the ceiling and wall meets. This

creates a platform to display your
N\ favourite items and makes a
feature of the space.

<] The mixture of cream and aqua oak
painted units with curved edges provides
the perfect backdrop for Victoria’s
collection of colourful crockery, while
vintage metal signs, bunting and a spotty
blind finish off the look perfectly.

Finally Victoria set about creating her
dream bathroom as the existing layout
didn’t make the best use of the space. ‘I had
always wanted a bath in the middle of the
room to enjoy the rural views,” she says. ‘So
we changed the layout starting with a
free-standing bath from Bathstore and
added a walk-in shower where the bath
used to be, as well as moving the WC to

4 With fittings from Bathstore plus
splashback tiling and flooring from The Tile
Shed, the couple’s new bathroom is now the
serene retreat they wanted

another wall. We also added a roof light in
the sloping ceiling and re-painted the blue
walls in more neutral shades.’

The only thing Victoria would change
now is to transform the first floor spare
room from a dumping ground into a gym to
work off those mince pies! ‘I can’t ever
imagine moving,’ she says. ‘So it looks like
it will be Christmas at the Cooks’ for the
foreseeable future.” i

aﬂl S
. | IN STYLE
| ' Go for an angular free-standing

YEAR ROUND
APPEAL

Mix traditional and
contemporary with
a metallic deer head,
which suits any age
of house

Aluminium deer,
£24.99, Dobbies

GOING FOR GOLD
Add some decadence to your
Christmas table with a gold
table runner.

Gold sequin-embroidered table
runner, £14.99, H&M

|

bath for a modern look with dean lines

Apollo roll-top bath, £499, Victoria Plumb

HOMESPUN
- COMFORT

~ Make your guests feel at
home with a charming
linen heart cushion
for a relaxed
country vibe

Oatmeal heart cushion by Karen Hilton
Designs, £18, Swanky Maison

SiGN OF THE TIMES
Signs and lettering are dotted around Victoria's
home adding to the homely feel

Dream It Wall
. Sign, £8,
-~ House Envy
™~

-,
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ONE YEAR FROM ONLY £16*

They say that good planning is the key to success—and when it comes to
planning in style, nobody does it better than Dodo Pad. We have teamed
up with the quirky diary, calendar and planner creator to offer 50 lucky
subscribers a bundle of gifts worth £30.

Dodo Pad has earned an enviable reputation for its extensive range of
quality and unique products —all finished with a dab of good humour.
And this month'’s subscription offer means there will never again be an
excuse for not planning ahead with a selection of goods from Dodo
Pad’s ever-popular range.

Dodo Pad planners and calendars are packed with key calendar dates,
inspirational quotes and quirky anecdotes that promise to delight and
surprise every week. As part of this offer, the lucky subscribers —who will
be chosen at random —will receive a monthly planner calendar, a weekly
reminder pad and an ‘eyePad’ —Dodo’s notebook for note taking on the
go, designed to look like a smartphone. The offer also includes the
company's original pick-me-up and move-me-around spiral bound
planner; the original week-to-view Dodo Pad desk diary, used by tens of
thousands as the perfect aid to organise their lives.

Over nearly 50 years Dodo Pad has become the first choice in planning
for people up and down the country and the brand has been expanded
to feature an impressive range of everyday organisers, diaries in many
formats, wall planners and even greetings cards—to suit everyone from
desk-dwellers to busy mums, brides and students.
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REAL HOME

The chunky oak coffee table from Simply Dutch, is made from
church pews and is Helen's favourite piece of furniture. The sofas, from

Rodgers of York, are layered with cushions from Robert & Ruby along with

.....

red and tartan Neptune throws from Aberford Interiors for an ultra cosy look

Helen and Mark Nicholson have created a compact
country home from a former cow shelter

hristmas dinner is literally a
C homegrown affair for Helen and Mark

Nicholson, who both come from
farming backgrounds. ‘Our parents arrive
bearing gifts of meat, fresh fruit, vegetables
and home baking,’ says Helen. ‘Mark’s family
are dairy farmers and my family runs an arable
farm, tea room and farm shop, so the table
groans with fresh produce.’

But with Christmas being one of the busiest
times of the year for both families, Helen likes
to get organised well in advance so that the
festivities run like clockwork. “The house
really comes into its own at Christmas,’ says

88  YourHome

Helen. ‘It’s one of the few times of the year
when we use every bit of the house. We start
off in the kitchen where we all gather round
the big table for dinner, and then we light the
fire and head for the living room. It can be
blowing a gale outside, but we are always warm
and cosy in here.’

"The square stone-built house features just
two main rooms downstairs — a spacious
kitchen with high open beams, and the living
room with its traditional stone-built fireplace.
It was built eight years ago from a former field
shelter belonging to Mark’s parents, who live
in the main farmhouse two fields away. They

December 2014  www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

had always planned to convert the simple
stone building into a two-bedroom home for
their retirement. But when Mark left college
and moved back to the family farm to work,
it was agreed that Mark and Helen should
convert it and live in it themselves with the
aim of doing a house-swap when Mark’s
parents retire and he takes over the farm. ‘It
was a joint venture because we wanted to
create a home which would suit everyone’s
needs over time. Fortunately we all share
similar tastes, so it was very easy to work out
the design and style of the house,” says
Helen. ‘We all wanted to create a
straightforward, practical country home with
a traditional farmhouse kitchen.’

Mark did a lot of the work himself and the



4. Curtains from Dunelm frame the window, which was fitted into the original barn opening.

Draw a triangle on a piece of cardboard

to create a template. Using a selection of
your favourite fabric remnants, pin the
template to the fabric and cut around it with
fabric scissors. Thick fabric is best to prevent it
curling at the edges. Alternatively, cut slightly
wider than the template to create sufficient
overlap for a hem. Repeat until you have a
sufficient number of triangles.

Space the triangles evenly along a strip of

binding tape, fold the shortest edge over
the tape and pin in place. Sew the flags with
a straight stitch.

Leave enough tape at either end for

hanging and display with pride.

Ripon Interiors and a farmhouse table and

chairs bought on eBay. The Voyage Game Birds
range curtains are from Robert & Ruby. The
floor tiles, from Prices Paving, are practical for

Helen and Mark’s country lifestyle

W The rustic kitchen includes oak units from

The area between the sofa and kitchen is used as Mark’s home office space

conversion took just seven months. The barn
had already been re-roofed so the earth floor
was laid with under-floor heating and concrete
to create the main living room, and a new floor
was built above for two bedrooms and a family
bathroom. The building was then extended in
reclaimed stone and slate to include a dining
kitchen, utility and cloakroom. “The original
building only had one large arched opening so
we had to create all the doors and windows,’
says Helen. ‘Fortunately we had no issues with
planning because we were converting the barn
for our own use and we were keeping its

original style.” [>

Take cuttings of holly, fir and \
laurel and mix with large pine |
|| conesto decorate oak beams and | |
", the tops of cupboards fo create /
some seasonal style in
the kitchen.

REAL HOME

COME ON IN...

T

THE HOME

A 250-year-old, two-bedroom, stone barn
near Ripon, North Yorkshire.

WHO LIVES HERE?

Helen, 30, and Mark, 29, Nicholson.
Helen owns Robert & Ruby
(www.robertandruby.co.uk), a shop selling
gifts and home accessories. Mark is a feed
nutritionist and dairy farmer.

WHAT'S THE BEST
THING ABOUT YOUR HOUSE?

‘The house is cosy and practical and the
location is beautiful, set on a hillside in the
Yorkshire Dales.’

WHAT’'S YOUR

FAVOURITE ROOM?
‘The kitchen is really comfortable and homely
and where we live most of the time.’

WHAT IS YOUR
FAVOURITE ITEM?

‘The rustic coffee table in the living room,
which is made from church pews.’
WHERE DO YOU LIKE TO SHOP?
‘Most of my soft furnishings and many of the
Christmas decorations come from my own
shop, Robert & Ruby, but | also like James
Brindley of Harrogate for decorative pieces
and Rodgers of York for furniture.’

|@
— Landing | B
; Bedroom 1
Bedroom 2 B
|
Bathroom g‘. D
;

FIRST FLOOR

| @ N
i O
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dining room I

= Living
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GROUND FLOOR

For stockists see page 118
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REAL HOME

<[ Helen and Mark lived with
his parents until their new home
was ready to move into. Then
they added their own stamp to
the spacious rooms, choosing
furniture which was neutral and
rustic in style.

"The fireplace in the living room
is built from stone reclaimed from
a demolished farm wall and was
fitted with an open multi-fuel
grate. Helen and Mark chose a
large corner sofa which brings the
seating closer to the fire and
separates it from the rest of the *
room, which also serves as Mark’s
office. “‘We considered building a
wall in here to make two smaller
rooms, but left it open with a view
to changing it further down the
line,” explains Helen. ‘With a
house this size you try to make
use of every inch of space.’

Living in the country means Helen and
Mark spend a lot of time outdoors, often
walking their rough haired Jack Russell, Ruby, -2
across the fields, so the house had to be Eatural light into the

. . edroom to supplement
practical and walker-friendly. Many of the g ' 0 lights. The latch
fixtures and fittings are oak and the kitchen  4o0r and beam over the
floor is tiled for easy cleaning. ‘We kept the  door frame reflect the
décor cream throughout to offset all the  barn’s rural past

4-The top of the original
barn opening lets

4-The larger of the two
bedrooms features oak
beams and a raised ceiling.
All the furniture is from
Kitchings Furniture shop in
Bedale and Helen chose
bedding and throws from
Debenhams in soft browns
to reflect the natural, rustic
look of the house

Good ided

Using fabric remnants is an

affordable way to upholster fumiture, as

Helen has shown with the matching

fabric covered headboard and
chair inthe guest room.

4 The guest bedroom is a
work in progress,’ says Helen,
who covered the bedhead
and old armchair in fabric
remnants and added bedding
from Dunelm. The cushions
are from Robert & Ruby and
the curtains were made to
match the furniture with
fabric from CB Furnishings
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- The understated bathroom is fitted with
sanitaryware from Ripon Interiors and tiles
from Prices Paving in Snape. The small shelf
unit, from Helen’s mum, is ideal for holding
baskets containing toiletries and towels

natural wood and stone,” says Helen. “These
old barns can be quite dark and oppressive if
you’re not careful, so we have kept the walls
light and the rooms open to avoid this.”

The house is full of natural character,
including the big A-frame beams in the
kitchen open to the apex of the extension, and
the different levels between the two main
rooms, which reflects the property’s hillside
location. And there is a country theme to the
furniture and accessories — Helen likes fabrics
which reflect Mark’s love of outdoor pursuits,
and natural textures such as tweed and wool.
‘I often find things I like at country shows, but
I also bring home things from my shop,’ says
Helen. ‘It’s in a converted barn on my parents’
farm near Helmsley and is heavily influenced
by the countryside, so there is quite a big
overlap between things I buy for the shop and
things I choose for our own home.’

Helen decorates in a traditional red theme
at Christmas, hanging bunting and stockings
across the fireplace, covering the beams and
cupboard tops with natural foliage and making

every room look cosy with layers of throws and
cushions. ‘I start planning Christmas a long
time before the day,’ says Helen. I like to be
organised. Luckily all the fresh food comes
from the two farms so I know I'm not going to
run out of essentials, but I don’t start to relax
until the last plate of turkey is served up and
we can all sit down and enjoy the start of a big
family Christmas at home.” YH

| —

FRAME YOUR FIRE
Like Helen, dress your fireplace for Christmas
with some suitably festive bunting.

Hessian tree print bunting, £8.99, Ginger Ray

FARMHOUSE CHIC
Enjoy your Christmas
dinner in comfort with a
classic dining chair with

rush seat.

Jak cream dining EsiaigrEs.

chair, £60, Habitat v sy Er )
FAKE IT

_ If you're not lucky enough
" to have a supply of free
greenery on your doorstep
opt for a good replica.

Holly and berry lit garland,
£55, Laura Ashley

GET INTO
THE GROOVE

To continue the rustic
look in your bathroom
opt for a tongue and
groove bath panel

EASipanel tongue and
groove, £9.29 per
516mm x 915mm panel,
EASipanel

PHEASANT STYLE
Pheasant motifs are a hot trend for winter, and a
great way to give your home a cosy rustic feel.

Mr Pheasant Cushion, £34, Lily & Moor
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REAL HOME

Our home is filled with
treasures that we love

Yvonne Cook has created a small haven of vintage style in Weston Super Mare

‘- Yvonne Cook’s home looks well established
and authentically Victorian, but the truth
is that the interior is much younger than its

appearance would suggest. ‘We wanted a

Victorian property, but everything was out of our

price range, so compromises had to be made.

The house is Victorian, but the interior had been

modernized, with all traces of its heritage

removed in the process,” explains Yvonne.

‘However, I fell for it straight away because |

knew that with some effort we could have the

period home that we so desperately wanted.’
The appeal of the house was definitely
apparent from the beginning, as Yvonne
could barely contain her excitement when
she was looking around the property for the
first time. ‘I was practically putting in an
offer on the spot, but thankfully Mark, my

husband, was more pragmatic and kept me
quiet,’ she recalls. Once home Mark putin a
considered offer that was accepted and in
October 2006 the family moved in.

As the house had been modernized in the
1980s, it was very much in keeping with the
fashion of the time, with an avocado
bathroom suite, brown carpets, period
fireplaces that had been replaced with brick
surrounds with spaces for ornaments and
bedrooms that were chock-full of useful, but
overbearing fitted wardrobes. Yvonne’s
instinct was to rush in and get rid of it all as
soon as possible, but this wasn’t practical as
the family had budget constraints. ‘We
didn’t really have any money, so we had to
prioritise our needs and do the work
ourselves. We also scoured the internet [>



The pretty kitchen is full of
character and charm, thanks to
open shelving displaying vintage
crockery, brightly coloured tins and
jars filled with old fashioned sweets
and biscuits. The cooker splashback
has a pretty piece of floral
wallpaper behind it to create a
charming backdrop

The dining table was one
of Yvonne's bargain eBay
finds costing only £10. And
Yvonne spotted the church
pew in a garden and made

i the owner an offer. ‘Over
the years, the pew had

i acquired a lovely patina

l from being outside which |

really liked. It is now one of
my favourite pieces in our
home.’ Yvonne creates a
truly vintage Christmas
table with antique plates
and glassware. Even her
Christmas cake is topped
with decorations from

the 1950s

Walls painted in a homely
sage green and a reclaimed
cast-iron radiator offer a
warm welcome to the Cook
home. The Victorian glass-
fronted cabinet is a much-
loved and useful possession
and was a gift from Mark
for Yvonne's birthday

REAL HOME

COME ONIN...

THE HOME

A three-bedroom, Victorian end of terrace
house in Weston Super Mare,

North Somerset.

WHO LIVES HERE?

Yvonne and Mark Cook with their children,
Jack, 10, and Billy, nine. Yvonne runs Vintage
Von (www.vintagevon.co.uk), a vintage
homeware store and Mark runs Snippers,

a 140-year-old family barber shop.
WHAT'S YOUR TOP TIP?

‘Go with your instinct when you see a piece.
If you like it, and it is within your budget then
buy it. Do not worry about whether it
matches or where it will go, just take it home
and enjoy what you have bought.’
WHAT'S THE BEST PIECE OF
ADVICE YOU CAN OFFER?

‘When you're renovating your home, take
your time, and be patient. The same goes for
dressing the interior, buy what you love and
enjoy it.’

FIRST FLOOR

| e
Uty

Kitchen

GROUND
FLOOR

For stockists see page 118
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‘Look for quality in a piece. Older furniture was built to last and
the joints in the frames and the stitching will reflect the
workmanship.

<] and reclamation yards for bargains,’
Yvonne explains.

As Jack and Billy were toddlers when the
family moved in, and the potty training years
were starting, a modern and convenient
bathroom was the first priority for the home.
‘Mark ripped out the avocado suite replacing
it with simple white sanitaryware that |
found online, we recycled the floorboards to
make the bath panel, and then we installed
a downstairs toilet, to save carting the boys
upstairs,” says Yvonne.

Next to go were the chocolate brown
carpets. ‘They were old and made the living
room dark, so they had to go. Once lifted we
found that the original boards were
handsome, but terribly draughty, so I made a
huge and quite costly mistake,” admits

94 YourHome December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

Yvonne. ‘I put down pale carpets, and had a
log burner put in. It was a disaster with two
toddlers, the carpets were filthy all the time
and they only lasted 18 months!’

By 2010 the family had saved up enough
money to start renovating again and the
extra time had afforded them the chance to
think carefully about what would be the best
use of their space and money. After some
careful consideration the first project was to
extend the back of the house to create a
large kitchen dining room. ‘We wanted to
create as useful a space as possible, but
didn’t want to lose too much of the garden as
the boys needed space to play outside,’
explains Yvonne. ‘Our extension was just big
enough to need planning permission which
slowed things down a bit,” says Yvonne.




‘,\- Fresh pink,

floral Laura Ashley

wallpaper gives W(ﬂ Ja@‘

the living room ’

a nostalgic feel, Wonne groups her treasured

e, | g

with Laura Ashley impact and creates a story-like
bird print quality fo her display.
cushions keeps

the look fresh

Yvonne spotted the corner cabinet in a
haberdashery store that was closing down and
made an offer to buy it. Mark cut it out of the
store and re-fitted it in their home. It looks like it
has always been there, especially now that it is
filled with vintage treasures

However, Mark and his father, Alan, were
able to get building work underway, just as
the winter took hold. ‘Mark was driving the
JCB to dig out the foundations of the
extension, and then they would both cart |
tonnes of soil and bricks out to the front,
which they painstakingly sorted through to

see if they could re-use later. Then to make

it harder, it started snowing. They worked

so hard in such terrible weather. I am so
grateful to them,’ she says.

The extension took seven months in total ,
with Mark working on the project at |
weekends and in the evenings, while
Yvonne sourced the fittings for the interior.
“The oak flooring was a reclamation yard
bargain, and the base units are from Ikea
and I added vintage handles to them. [>

E .
L

The open wall space between the office
and the kitchen extension marks what was the
back door of the house. The walls have since
been painted in the elegant shade of French
Grey from Little Greene

i
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‘At the heart of our home is my love of all things vintage
and antique.

<] I hung vintage plate racks and open
cabinets on the walls to give the room an
authentic and interesting feel and I like to
have things I need to hand,’ says Yvonne.
Vintage accessories are a recurring theme
in the Cook home. ‘My childhood was very
modest and my mum would recycle and
make do, only buying things that she needed
or loved and the habit has stayed with me,’
explains Yvonne. ‘I spent many hours of my
childhood rummaging in jumble sales and
flea markets and the joy of seeking out great
finds is still a joy.” As a result every piece and

96 Yourtiome

accessory has a story in the Cooks” home. At
the heart of our home is my love of all things
vintage and antique. I love the quality of
older furniture and I am fascinated by the
stories behind older pieces, and I love the
thrill of finding unusual things.’

And Yvonne’s home not only reflects her
passions, but also opened up a new way of
life for her. ‘When people visited they would
ask where I found this or that and would buy
bits from me so my passion for vintage
homewares became a way of making money,’
she explains. By autumn 2012 the house was

December 2014  www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

Mark installed the tongue and groove
paneling so that Billy could have a shelf for
his toy cars. Yvonne then painted the walls in
a blue to match the colour that appears in
Billy’s favourite super hero comics. The Laura
Ashley bed is dressed in reindeer bedding
that was a bargain buy from Primark

Yvonne groups together things in her
typically creative style. ‘I try to do this in the
shop too, so that people can see the beauty
in much loved items.’



Good idea!

Put vintage crates to good use

all over the home, as bedside tables,

magazine vacks, and as coffee
tables. They are so versatile
and look great.

A chequered linoleum
floor and a simple corner
cabinet create a classic
Victorian feel. Mark cleverly
created the bath panel out of
some old floorboards and the
corner cabinet was donated
by Yvonne's sister

Yvonne loves the light
and spacious bedroom. The
fireplace is the perfect size
and colour for the room
and the vintage Stockman
mannequin gives the room
a focal point and height

over-flowing with vintage finds and after
much discussion with Mark she decided to
open a shop. ‘It was scary and exciting, but |
had to try and I’'m so pleased that I did. I
love sourcing pieces and creating room sets.
And it’s great when I can see that people
really enjoy visualising how you can use
vintage furniture and accessories in a
modern setting,’ says Yvonne. ‘Christmas is
my favourite time of year. Now that I have
my shop Vintage Von, I can let my passion
for nostalgia run wild when I am dressing
the windows and making vintage displays
and then I get to do it all again at home,’
says Yvonne.

The house itself is not quite finished,
Mark and Yvonne would like to convert the
loft into an office space, but it is already a
much loved and happy home. “The house is
the sum of all our efforts, it reminds me
what we can do as family and I am proud of
what we have achieved together.” i

REAL HOME
DEAS TO STEAL

PARTY TIME
Give your home a vintage festive feel with classic
red honeycomb paper balls and bells.

Red and white honeycomb ball decorations,
£6.99 for pack of three, Hunkydory Home

e Mk | I\ 5
PAPER £ X \EW
FLOWERS o ('
Floral wallpaper
needn’t mean a
return to chintz if
you opt for a more
contemporary take
onit.

Bella by Arthouse
in cassi pink/teal,
£10.99 per roll,
Wallpaper Direct

ADVERTISE

YOUR TASTE
Add a quirky vintage
feel to your walls by
hanging a variety of
metal advertising
signs.

Richard Smith
Catalogue of Seeds
tin sign, £17.99,
AllPosters.co.uk

IN THE DOG HOUSE
If like Yvonne you have a
love for quirky dog-themed
accessories, the Stanley
range at Cath Kidston is a
must-see.

Stanley salt and pepper
shakers, £16, Cath Kidston

STOP AT RED
Like Yvonne, be bold
with your lighting and
opt for a red light
shade for a

warm glow.

Red 365+ Brasa
pendant, £37, lkea
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Is your family looking for IRON
that’s gentle and great tasting?
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With busy lives, more of us are looking to support energy release and vitality, with an iron
supplement that is easy on the stomach and tastes great too.

Feroglobin® Original is a gentle, liquid formula with iron which contributes v GENTLE FORMULA
to normal formation of red blood cells and haemoglobin. Feroglobin® \/EXCELLENT TASTE
Plus liquid provides all the benefits of the original, plus Siberian Ginseng,
L-Carnitine, Green Tea and Q10. Both provide a great tasting blend of minerals,
co-factors, honey and Swiss malt, with vitamins B2,B6 & B12 which contribute to e
normal energy release, and vitamin C which increases iron absorption. Liquid IFon

Tre., Beomzlan

quuidIRON
Tiwe. B camplex -
Ginseng Co- On.t( amitine

Includes IRON, FOLATE & B12 which can contribute to the

GENTLE
IRON, folic acid
Vitamin B12, B6, Zinc

reduction of tiredness & fatigue

HAEMOGLOBIM |
& B0 BLOOD CILLS |

Feroglobin® Capsules Original Liquid Plus L|qU|d

a slow release formula of organic-form . .
Slow Release Capsules  iron with zing, folic acid and B vitamins. With Swiss Alpine Malt

Available from

Superdrug, Holland & Barrett, GNC, chemists, health
stores, supermarkets & www.vitabiotics.com
*(IRl value data.52 w/e 2 Nov, 13).
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*C INNOVATION
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SCIENCE OF HEALTHY LIVING
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SUPPLEMENT
RANGE




ood & Drink

Celebrate Christmas with a festive feast

<} 3 ways with... oranges

® For a topping for buttered toast, take the zest from 3 oranges, then remove the pith and
slice the oranges thinly. Place in a pan with 180g clear honey and a pinch of cinnamon, to
taste. Over a medium heat, bring to the boil then simmer for 10-12 minutes, stirring regularly.
Use straight away or keep in a sealed jar in the fridge for a couple of weeks.

® Make a sticky glaze for your Boxing Day ham — 30 minutes before the end of cooking paint
on a glaze made from orange juice, mustard and dark soft brown sugar.

® Carefully cut off the peel from 4 oranges, then slice into strips. Place in a pan of cold
water, bring to the boil for 2 minutes, then drain. Repeat 3 more times to remove the
bitterness. Dissolve 400g caster sugar in 400ml water, over a gentle heat, with 1 split
vanilla pod and 2 star anise. Add the peel and simmer for 1-3 hours, until translucent.
Drain and dry out in a very low oven on greaseproof paper for an hour, turn off the heat and
leave in the oven overnight. Scatter with caster sugar and the candied peel is ready to eat.
Dip in dark chocolate for an extra treat.

' This month

- we love...

The Makers & Merchants range,
not just for the artisan produce and
great-quality ingredients, but also for
the gorgeous, vintage-inspired packaging,
in red and white. There are chocolate,
. biscuits and sweets, as well as pickles,
olives, marmalades and dressings. Plus,
we can't wait to crack open the mulling
syrups for cider and wine, now that
» Christmas is approaching. Some
of the range is now available
from House of Fraser.

Feature Laura Higgins Main image iStock

If you do one thing this month...

Raise a glass to Christmas with this year’s Christmas
Ale from Shepherd Neame. Available on draught
during December, and as 500ml bottles from
www.shepherdneame.co.uk/shop, this winter beer
is perfect with Christmas pudding with its warming,
spiced fruit flavours.

Eat me...

Popping into a
Carluccio’s store just
before Christmas is
always a treat, with
the luxurious gold foil
packaging and rich colours inspired by Italy.

Buy me...

Whether you want to
make a batch of preserves
to go with the season'’s
cheese, meat and fish,

or are thinking about
making your own gifts

Try me...

Now available in the UK
through John Lewis, Coole
Swan is a delicious Irish
cream liqueur, using a blend

of single malt Irish whiskey,
white Belgian chocolate and .

fresh dairy cream. Poured over
ice, it's delicious with a warm
mince pie, or for sipping on its
own after dinner. You could
even pour it over ice cream.
Priced from £22 for 750ml.

It's a fantastic place to stock up on after-dinner
treats and gifts for hosts, but with so much to
choose from it can be tricky to make a decision.
If it helps, we love the Clemente in Camicia,
£16.95, candied clementine segments coated in
dark chocolate — like a grown-up, very indulgent
chocolate orange — it's divine.

-—

e

e —
——

this Christmas, the book
you need by your side

is Tracklements Savoury Preserves, £16.99,
Pavilion Books. There are 100 recipes, so whether
you want to make a pickle, chutney, sauce or
mustard, or a fruit cheese, jelly or butter, there’s
plenty to choose from.

CHECK OUT WWW.YOURHOMEMAGAZINE.CO.UK/FOOD FOR MORE TASTY RECIPES
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Ring the changes by adding a few ed
new flavours to your traditional reva/n/Lp
Christmas lunch
< 3 JE— N _ 1 - 7 — ’

~ Parma ham, sausage,
?% almond and fig loaf

+

% PREPARATION TIME 25 MINUTES
COOKING TIME 40-45 MINUTES SERVES 10

YOU WILL NEED
l v/12 slices Parma ham ¢/50g butter
4 ¢/1 onion, finely chopped ¥/500g sausage
meat ¢’100g unsalted almonds, roughly
| chopped ¢/75g dried figs, chopped /12 sage

leaves, chopped ¢’handful parsley leaves,
chopped ¥/75g cooked chestnuts, roughly
chopped ¥1 large egg, beaten

DIRECTIONS
M Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark
4. Grease a loaf tin, approximately 22cm x
11cm, with olive oil. Line the tin with the
Parma ham, making sure the slices hang

over the edge.

B Melt the butter in a frying pan over a
medium heat and fry the onion until soft,
but not brown. Remove from the heat and
cool slightly.

M Place the sausage meat in a large bow!

and season with salt and pepper. Add the
cooked onion, almonds, figs, sage, parsley
and chestnuts. Add the egg and mix
everything together thoroughly.

M Press the mixture into the tin and cover the |
top with the overhanging Parma ham. Roast
in the oven for 40-45 minutes or until
cooked through.

B Remove from the oven and allow to rest
for 15 minutes before turning the loaf out.

-

DIRECTIONS

RoaSted turkey crown M Preheat the oven to 200°C/400°F/Gas Mark 6. Turn the oven down to 180°C/350°F/ Gas Mark 4 and
"""""" Rub the butter all over the turkey crown and cook for 35 minutes per 1kg, until the juices run clear.

PREPARATION TIME 10 MINUTES

@ e ; - . season well with salt and pepper. Lay thebacon ~ Remove the foil 30 minutes before the end of cooking.
k= COOKING TIME 35 MINUTES PER IKG, over the crown, covering it completely. Placethe B Replace the bacon rashers back on the turkey 5

T PLUS 25 MINUTES SERVES 10 crown in a roasting tin with the thyme and place  minutes before the end of the cooking time and serve
%’ i in the centre of the oven. with the slices of turkey, alternatively keep the bacon
3 YOU WILL NEED M Cook for 25 minutes, until the bacon is well warm and serve with the turkey. Let the crown restin a
% v/5kg Golden Turkey breast crown #/50g butter cooked. Remove the bacon and set aside. warm place for 30 minutes before carving.

‘é /10 rashers streaky bacon ¢/bunch of thyme Baste the crown with the juices, cover with

L buttered foil and return to the oven. Recipes courtesy of Golden Turkeys

p
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YOU WILL NEED

v/2-3 small butternut squash For the filling v/1 red
onion, finely chopped ¢1 tbsp olive oil ¥4 cloves
garlic, crushed ¢100g walnuts, roughly chopped

'3 tomatoes, roughly chopped ¢/15g raisins

v20g dried apricots, roughly chopped #3009 tinned
Puy lentils, drained and rinsed ¢/100g pine nuts

v’2 tbsp lemon juice ¢/'/2 tsp smoked paprika

v/'/> tsp vegan stock powder mixed with 100ml boiling
water ¢/1 tsp sage, roughly chopped For the garnish
v/1 raw beetroot, peeled and cut into very small cubes
V1 tsp fresh parsley, roughly chopped /1 tsp fresh
sage, roughly chopped /"2 tsp smoked paprika

DIRECTIONS

M Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4.

M Individually wrap the butternut squash in foil and
bake them in the oven for around 50 minutes, or until
soft. Set aside and allow to cool down.

W While the butternut squash are cooling, start to
make the filling. Gently fry the onion in the oil for 5
minutes, then add all the other ingredients for the
filling and simmer for 15 minutes. Season to taste

California prune and
goat’s cheese tarts

PREPARATION TIME 20 MINUTES
COOKING TIME 30 MINUTES SERVES 6

YOU WILL NEED

v/500g pack short crust pastry /75g walnuts, roughly
chopped ¥125g California prunes, roughly chopped
V'3 tsp freshly chopped thyme leaves, plus 6 stalks for
garnish ¥”200g semi-soft goat's cheese, crumbled
¢/150ml double cream ¢/2 eggs

DIRECTIONS

M Preheat the oven to 200°C/400°F/Gas Mark 6.

M Divide the pastry into 6 portions then roll out each
one and use to line 6 x 10cm round loose bottom flan
tins. Trim, then line with parchment paper and baking
beans and bake in the oven for about 15 minutes until
the pastry edges are pale golden. Remove the beans
and paper and put the tart cases to one side.

B Mix together the walnuts, California prunes, thyme
leaves and goat's cheese and season well with sea salt
and freshly ground black pepper. Divide the mixture
between the tart cases.

M Lightly whisk the cream and eggs together then
pour carefully over the tarts. Add a pinch of freshly
ground black pepper to each one and put in the oven
to bake for about 15 minutes or until golden and set.
B Remove and leave for 5 minutes before serving.
Serve topped with a thyme leaf, a lightly dressed salad
and a generous spoonful of tangy chutney.

Recipe courtesy of California Prunes

Fo

with salt and pepper. Once finished, set aside.

B Once the squash are cool, cut them in half and
scoop out the seeds along with a little of the flesh.
B Add the filling mixture to the squash and bake for

a further 10 minutes. To serve, garnish with
beetroot, herbs and paprika.

Recipe courtesy of The Vegetarian Society
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Spicy chilli-cinnamon
sweet potatoes

PREPARATION TIME 10 MINUTES
COOKING TIME 35 MINUTES SERVES 4

YOU WILL NEED

V'3 large sweet potatoes ¥/2 thsp extra virgin olive
oil /1 tsp ground cinnamon &2 finely chopped
Fragata Piri Piri Hot Peppers

DIRECTIONS

M Preheat oven to 230°C/455°F/Gas Mark 8.

B Cut the potatoes into chunks, roughly about
2.5cmin size. Put the potatoes, olive oil, cinnamon
and Fragata Piri Piri Hot Peppers into a large food
bag. Seal and shake to evenly distribute the spices.
B Pour the contents of the bag onto a baking sheet
and spread evenly. Add salt to taste, and cook for
15 minutes. Turn the potatoes, then return them
to the oven for a further 15-20 minutes.

Recipe courtesy of Fragata
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Parmesan and olive
Brussels sprouts

PREPARATION TIME 10 MINUTES
COOKING TIME 11 MINUTES SERVES 4

YOU WILL NEED

V6759 Brussels sprouts ¢1 tsp salt /4 thsp
melted butter /4 thsp grated Parmesan cheese
v/4 tbsp dried breadcrumbs ¢/3 tbsp finely
chopped Fragata pitted green olives ¢% tsp
crushed Fragata garlic cloves &% tsp ground
black pepper ¢/ tsp seasoned salt

DIRECTIONS

M Trim the Brussels sprouts. Cut an X about
3mm deep in the stem of each sprout.

B Add the sprouts to a saucepan and cover
with water. Add 1 tsp salt and bring to the boil.
Cover and simmer for around 6 minutes until
tender, then drain.

M Transfer the sprouts into a small casserole
dish, drizzle 2 tablespoons of melted butter
over the top and stir until evenly coated.

M In a separate bowl, mix together the
Parmesan cheese, breadcrumbs, olives, garlic,
pepper, seasoned salt and remaining butter.
Pour the mixture over the sprouts, and heat
under the grill for around 5 minutes, or until
the crumb mixture is lightly browned.

Recipe courtesy of Fragata




Chantenay en papillote
PREPARNTIONTIME 10 MINUTES.
COOKING TIME 20-40 MINUTES SERVES 4

YOU WILL NEED

v/400g Chantenay carrots ¢extra virgin olive oil
or alittle melted butter ¢/3-4 tbsp Marsala or
other sweet fortified wine such as sherry or
Madeira /2 tbsp chopped tarragon

DIRECTIONS

M Preheat the oven to 200°CG/400°F/Gas Mark 6.
M Grease a large piece of aluminium foil with
extra virgin olive oil or butter. Pile up the carrots
on the foil, season and add a little more oil

or butter.

M Fold up the foil like a parcel, leaving the top
open. Pour in the wine and tarragon then loosely
close the parcel leaving plenty or space to allow
the air to circulate. Bake in the oven for about
20-40 minutes depending on the size of the
pieces of carrot. Shake the parcel after about
10-15 minutes.

Recipe courtesy of Chantenay Carrots
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YOU WILL NEED

v/85g melted butter, plus extra for greasing ¢140g digestive biscuits, crushed &1 tbsp sugar ¢3 x 300g packs
soft full-fat cream cheese at room temperature ¢/250g caster sugar ¢/3 thsp plain flour /2 tsp vanilla extract
V'3 large eggs, plus 1 extra yolk, beaten ¢200ml carton soured cream ¢/100g Ocean Spray® Craisins® Dried
Cranberries #1009 chocolate chips For the sauce v450qg frozen mixed berries 125ml Ocean Spray®
Cranberry Classic® juice drink /4 thsp sugar /1 thsp fresh lemon juice

’Y
G
£ I |
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FOOD & DRINK

DIRECTIONS

M Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark

4. Line the base of a 23cm springform cake tin
with parchment paper. Grease the base well

with butter.

M Mix the melted butter and biscuit crumbs well
and press into the bottom of the tin. Bake in the
centre of the oven for 10 minutes to set. Then set
aside to cool.

W For the filling, increase the temperature to
230°C/455°F/Gas Mark 8. Beat in a large bowl the
cream cheese, sugar, flour and a pinch of salt. Add
the vanilla and whisk in the eggs and yolk a little at
atime. Pour in the soured cream and gently mix
until light. Finally stir in Ocean Spray® Craisins®
Dried Cranberries and chocolate chips.

M Grease the sides of the tin and pour the filling in
evenly. Bake for 10 minutes, then reduce the heat
back to 110°C/225°F/Gas Mark %, and continue
to bake for 25 minutes until there is just a slight
wobble in the centre. Turn off heat and allow to
cool in the oven with the door slightly open for 1
hour. Don’t worry if the top cracks.

B To make the sauce, tip all the ingredients into

a saucepan and heat for 15 minutes or so, until
thickened. Leave to cool.

M To serve, release the cheesecake from the tin by
running a knife around the sides and transfer onto
a plate. Top with as much sauce as you wish. Any
remaining sauce can accompany each serving.

Recipe courtesy of Ocean Spray



FOOD & DRINK

2

. ¥

for every occasion

Here’s our pick of the food and drink essentials
you need to enjoy the perfect fuss-free Christmas

. ¥

A A winning flavour combination
encased in buttery pastry

Taste the Difference handcrafted
blackcurrant and cassis mince pies,
£3.50, Sainsbury’s

WV Treat yourself, or a loved
one, to a posh box of chocs

Christmas Sleekster, £24; Portly
Penguins, £7.50, both
Hotel Chocolat

Incredibly moreish, enjoy with o <« Raisins, brandy, cinnamon,
warm crusty bread . ginger and orange zest —
Christmas in a glass

Feature Laura Hlggins

Chosen by You baking Camembert
with chorizo, £3, Asda

Christmas cake liqueur, £9.99, M&S
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FOOD & DRINK

Up-market canapés for a sophisticated do

-

Finest frozen Mascarpone and Parmesan canapés,
£3 for 130g, Tesco

No-effort desserts
are always a blessing
for the hostess

Finest Crackling praline
cheesecake crackers,
£8 for six, Tesco

An award-
winning gin, at a
pleasing price

Oliver Cromwell
London Dry Gin,
£10.19, Aldi

-
P If you can't Crispy bacon 1
indulge at : with a very
Christmas N festive feeling
when _ . N
can you? ; o
’_‘_ -
Peat and ’

heather Scottish
smoked salmon,
£4.99 for 100g,
Waitrose

<« Whip up Bloody Marys in a flash,
just add vodka

Del Monte Tomato Spicy Mary, £1.99,
available from Sainsbury’s

Y TOMAIS

M GPICY MARY

E...Stmok'e"c Bk
|£2.99 for 200g, ‘
IMor‘risons '

A Perfect toasted and slathered in butter

Panettone Tradizionale, £16.95, Carluccio’s

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk December 2014 YourHome 105



Succulent, stuffed and easyto
carve, what more could you need?

Turkey crown with figgie pudding
stuffing, £22 per kg, Waitrose

Pastry parcels filled
with veggie flavours

- § Spoon
. <
Mushroom, o "" e o_ver
cranberry and e z-t.';c\ ; warm .puddl.ng
goat's cheese o w5 or mince pies
parcels, £5.99 o ) sl

for two,

1 De Klok Original
Waitrose i

Advokaat custard,

Pull out all the stops with a glittering,
star-studded Christmas pud

Extra Special mulled port, orange and cherry
Christmas pudding, £5, Asda

Fase
— ’
b
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Alight red to
match all elements
of a Christmas lunch

The Exquisite Collection
Fleurie, £6.49, Aldi

Save time
with prep-free
sprouts

Taste the
Difference
Brussels sprouts
with smoked
bacon lardons
and herb butter,
£3.50, Sainsbury’s

£11.99 for 50cl,

s e :
3 4%
‘"%‘.‘ ‘-ip:. Adnams
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FOOD & DRINK

WV Bursting with cranberry, port and orange flavours

Cranberry topped slicing pie, £8 per 1.3kg, Morrisons

<« Topped with orange
and malt whisky
compote, orange slices
and cranberries

Butcher’s Choice orange
and malt whisky honey-
cured gammon, £10; Taste
the Difference piccalilli,
£1.80, both Sainsbury’s

Layers of chocolate
caramel mousse,
chocolate biscuit,
salted caramel and
nougat mousse!

<« Perfect
with hard

- Cheese' curEd
N, }

— r; meats and
| m‘ smoked

: - salmon
Sweet Cycymber Picke ‘ '

A A buttery, creamy blue
that everyone will enjoy

Cote Hill Blue, £29 per kg,
Paxton & Whitfield

Sweet
4 Cucumber

g 1906 _ Pickle, £5.95,
Paxt_op & Heston Ultimate chocolate bar, £9.99, Waitrose
= Whitfield

Vanilla sponge for
non-fruitcake eaters

ol el gkt

-
e, e mants el ™

<« Cherry compote, cinnamon
and dark chocolate notes

The Naked Grouse whisky,
£25, Sainsbury’s

Reggie the Robin cake,
£13, Waitrose

Cute van, filled
with even cuter
chocolate santas

Santa van, £4.95,
Carluccio’s

Load with melted butter and jam

Chosen by You snowmen and Christmas tree
crumpets, £1 for four, Asda

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk December 2014 YourHome 107



Tel: 01947 602823
sales@botham.co.uk

quH ITBY www.botham.co.uk

’ 35/39 Skinner St.
Whitby, YO21 3AH
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Christmas at Botham’s
Our seasonal fayre includes
Hampers, Christmas puddings, iced cakes,

jams & preserves, plum bread, brack & biscuits p——
- all perfect g]fts for Christmas. B f ® Tel. 01392 851222 www.quickes.co.uk

_*Available/éo buy via www.amazon.co.uk

STYLE.. WITH CAST IRON PERFORMANCE

Dovre has over 60 years' experience in manufacturing cast iron wood, multi-fuel, gas and electric stoves and fireplaces that

are built to withstand the harshest of Scandinavian winters, to view the full range visit www.dovre.co.uk



Turn the page to
O I I le find out how to
make the most of
I) /I PRO‘ 7E ‘) 1EP lT original features
I . g i "

ADD WARMTH WITH A STOVE

Even if you don’t want the hassle of a wood-burning stove, you can
still achieve a warm, cosy atmosphere in your living room with an
electric model. This stylish design from Dimplex features OptiFlame
technology, creating the illusion of flames for a realistic glow, and
can also be used independently of heat, throughout the year. It has
a choice of two heat settings, and comes in a smart white cast-
iron-effect finish.

Courcheval Optiflame electric stove, around £229.99, Dimplex

Improve radiator efficiency

The design of a traditional radiator means
that around 80% of the heat generated
rises, so it's often absorbed into curtains
or lost in the ceiling. Radfan’s clever low
power fan unit improves efficiency by
redirecting hot air horizontally into the
room, at a much more useful height.
Automatic thermostatic operation keeps
running costs to less than £2 per year, and
it could reduce your heating bills by up to
5%, making a saving of up to £100 per year
for the average household. Radfan classic
costs from £49.99 and is available from
Amazon and www.radfan.com.

Feature Lisa Hibberd

Create your own )
. - o
amazing space DON"1
OVERDO IT
Although many of us are keen
to take on DIY tasks at home, a survey
H*ﬁ?ﬁ = by the makers of Deep Heat has revealed
that many people are putting themselves at
s‘ﬂ,ces risk of injury. 68% of people surveyed said that
-I.'_-_‘ they or their partner had hurt themselves during
h DIY or decorating, while 38% admitted that they
T . ached after overdoing it. So take note of Deep
‘ Heat’s new DIY motto — Don’t Injure Yourself
Am \\ —and, if you do suffer from aches and pains
)

Rea

afterwards, try one of Deep Heat's rubs
and sprays to help ease
the discomfort.

g

/% FOR MORE EXPERT ADVICE AND CASE STUDIES GO TO WWW.YOURHOMEMAGAZINE.CO.UK
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features

omeowners tend to fall into
Htwo camps: those who prefer

the convenience of a new-
build, and those who love the character,
quirks and features of a period property.
Older houses are costlier to run and
require more maintenance, but for
many people, such drawbacks are a
small price to pay for the opportunity to
live in a home with a history. If you're

Feature Andrea Dean

R,
Make the most of original

Add character to your
home with our guide to
period details

lucky, all the features will be intact, but
damaged or missing ones can usually be
restored or reinstated. For the best
results, don’t rush the work, be
prepared to employ skilled craftsmen
for specialist jobs, use reclaimed
materials or authentic reproductions,
and do your research so you know which
features are appropriate for your home’s
age and style.

b

r area light and bright

Timber beams can make rooms
look dark, so in the kitchen go
for pale painted units which

. 4l complement the original

| structure while keeping the

16TH AND 17TH CENTURY

This period encompasses the Tudor, Elizabethan

and Jacobean eras. Tudor houses were timber-
framed, and many were constructed with jetties
overhanging the ground floor, creating extra space.
Ceilings were beamed, fireplaces big and rooms often
panelled in wood, making them cosy rather than light-
filled. Towards the end of the 16th Century, glass
windows were introduced, and staircases started to
take the place of ladders. Elizabethan and Jacobean
houses are characterised by tall chimneys and ornate
exterior detailing. The smartest houses had patterned
glass windows, while diamond-shaped, leaded panes
and exposed beams were commonplace.

Swapping modern
radiators for cast-
iron, period-style
models is an easy
ay to add
[\I’wracter to an
- older home. The
Ashdown is
inspired by
19th-century
schoolhouse
designs, from
www.iconic_—— |
radiators.co.uk J ‘

Victorian terraced houses, found the length and breadth of Britain,
are highly desirable and easy to adapt to contemporary lifestyles
while preserving origig'aT atures. This one, in Tooting, south

' is for sale through www.kfh.co.uk




A sweeping staircase and
original floorboards are
two of an older home’s
greatest assets. Strip
down, sand and paint
or varnish the wooden
surfaces, then protect
the stairs and floor with
hard-wearing runners,
which also help to
absorb sound
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Ima;!e wwwtkersaintc_obb.co.uk

Show off tall windows in a Georgian,
Victorian or Edwardian home with
elegant, adjustable shutters

R RN
.

VICTORIAN

Much of the UK's housing stock was built

while Queen Victoria was on the throne,
from 1837 to 1901. Styles include Gothic and
Iltalianate, but the most common type is the
Victorian terrace, found in varying sizes in towns
and villages throughout the country. Rooms were
originally small, leading off a narrow passageway,
and often cluttered and decorated in dark paints
or wallpapers. Features included sash bay
windows, tiled hallways, timber floors, dado and
picture rails. As mains water pressure improved,
bathrooms came in in the 1870s, and roll-top
baths — both antique and reproduction — remain
popular. Nowadays, many owners remove
internal walls to create an open-plan living/dining
rooms, and choose pale rather than traditional
colours to maximise light.

TURN OVER FOR MORE ADVICE >

GEORGIAN

Classic, symmetrical facades, high

ceilings, large sash windows with
shutters and elegantly proportioned rooms
mean that Georgian houses, built between
1700 and 1837, are highly sought after
and never go out of fashion. Other
characteristics include fanlights above
panelled front doors, columns, decorative
cornices and other mouldings, and fire
surrounds ranging from elaborate marble
in the drawing room to more simple
designs in the bedrooms. Various
companies specialise in sash window
restoration, and if they are beyond repair,
they can be replaced with new, energy-
efficient timber replicas. It's possible to find
original Georgian fireplaces, though high
quality reproductions cost around one third
of the price of a period piece.

EDWARDIAN

The Edwardian era only lasted until

World War One, yet was a time of
great change. Houses were typically red
brick, and mock timber gables, pebbledash
and hanging tiles were among the external
touches inspired by the Arts and Crafts
movement. Internally, homes now
included an upstairs bathroom and
separate WC as standard. Rooms were
larger and more ornate in design than in
Victorian houses, with features such as
casement windows, stained glass panels,
parquet flooring and fireplaces that were
tiled or incorporated shelving or mirrors.
There was also less clutter and a tendency
towards lighter shades.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,
®ecec000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

- This floral Norcombe
wallpaper, in Welkin
colourway, would

work well in an alcove
chimney breastina
Perfect for an Edwardian home, the 930s room, from
Edgware bathroom features a roll-
top bath, pedestal basin and
authentically reproduced brassware,
from www.bettaliving.co.uk




If you find dark wooden, period furniture
too heavy, lighter mid-century modern
styles suit most styles of room. This
Skandi range is from Dunelm

1920S AND 1930S

The interwar years saw the rise of the

suburb and the emergence of large-scale
house builders who built new estates of affordable,
mainly semi-detached houses in areas where land
was cheaper. These were far plainer in design than
their Victorian counterparts, but relatively spacious,
with wide halls and front and back gardens.
Houses in the more affluent avenues and crescents
had garages — ripe for conversion by future owners
into extra rooms — plus bay windows and mock
Tudor detailing. The Arts and Crafts movement
was still influential but the most striking 0ot

architecture was Modernist or At~ _.*" Expert
advice

Deco. The stark white rendered -

E

B 6|

LISTED BUILDINGS

Most homes built before 1840 are listed,

meaning that they are of exceptional
architectural or historic special interest. A listing
protects a building from detrimental alterations,
and listed buildings consent — obtained from the
local planning department — will be needed before
any internal or external changes can be made. If
granted, it's likely to be subject to certain stringent
conditions — for example owners may be required
to use particular materials or colours, or to fit

secondary glazing (which can be removed
., and doesn't alter the original

windows) rather than double

glazing. If you live in a

homes — reminiscent of ocean Owen Pacey, founder of Renaissance conservation area,
liners — had curved metal- ..' London, offers his tips on how to make sure  *. what you can do to
framed windows, stepped  * you get period features right. .. +, the outside of your
fireplaces and crisp < ® Always try to match architectural pieces to the % property may be
L . period of a property you live in. < .
clean interiors. : p o . restricted.
;@ Try to make a house more alluring to live in, while

. functioning better as a home. Installing original features
+ is an appealing way to make this transformation while
_ . keeping a period property true to its surroundings.

® The aesthetic value of choosing an antique or ~ »
reproduction fireplace is immeasurable but you've .*

got to love what you are investing in.
® Never rip out an old fireplace to make
way for a replacement without
getting expert guidance.

Usetul contacts

= www.english-heritage.org.uk provides
comprehensive information on living in a
historic building.

 Old House Handbook by Roger Hunt &
Marianne Suhr, £25, published by Francis
Lincoln, is an invaluable resource for owners.
B www.renaissancelondon.com

supplies original and reproduction fireplaces,
lighting, mirrors and architectural salvage.

= www.SPAB.org.uk gives advice and runs
courses on caring for older homes.

and equipment for periods starting from
one day.

u www.projectbook.co.uk includes
directories of products, craftsmen and
contractors for period properties.

WV As part of the restoration of this Georgian
farmhouse, modern windows - put in by a
previous owner — were replaced by period-
style double-glazed box sash windows

3N°0D POOMXBLIO| MMM B




Feature and photos Gill Rothwell

e n
Kate
and

Graham
Thomas first
started to look
for a character
property  for
their move to
Devon from

A Having completed
the hall, Kate is now
keen to introduce London  five
more traditional years ago, they
character elsewhere e¢nded up with
in her home more than they
bargained for. ‘We fell for a place
which was almost two houses in one,’
Kate recalls. “The original was a tiny
two-up, two-down Victorian cottage,
which had later been enlarged with
a two-storey extension’. The problem
for the couple was that the two parts
didn’t match up well, so they set
about introducing some period

features to merge the rooms in the

extension with the 150-year-
old original in a much more
sympathetic way.

“They say first impressions
count so we started with the
hall, which was a lovely size
but totally lacking in
character,” says Kate. Plaster
coving helped to solve part of
the problem. Fixed prior to
decorating, it was painted in
brilliant white to make it
stand out against two steel
grey feature walls. Next they
fitted an ornate ceiling rose
to show off a pretty glass
chandelier, one of a pair they found in a
local reclamation yard - the second
hangs on the upstairs landing. Another
bargain from the same source was the
stripped pine panelled door bought to
replace a contemporary flush door that
leads into the cloakroom. Kate didn’t
much care for the modern radiator

Added to the original red brick
Victorian cottage was a substantial
extension, rendered white in contrast, but
lacking the period features of the original

either, so she swapped it with a
traditional-style version from the
kitchen: ‘It was taking up too much
room in there and makes
such a great feature in the
hall, it was worth the extra
expense to move it’, she says.
Kate and Graham also
splashed out on engineered
oak flooring which is virtually
identical to the original
stripped wood floorboards.
‘We  decided to buy
unfinished boards so that we
could stain them ourselves to
get a perfect match with the
original and, after some trial
and error, we got it right,’
remembers Kate. She cut
costs by recycling some old
curtains, adding a fabric
edging in the same shade of
grey as the walls. Final
finishing touches were the
vintage window-style mirror
bought locally for £60 and an
antique table which is a
treasured family heirloom.

Traditional coving and
Farrow and Ball paint colours
create a classic backdrop for
period pieces in the hallway
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YHPROMOTION ~ —

Be inspired by the
Ideal Home Show

Find everything you need
to make your home the
highlight this season

rom festive furnishings to | o e . 5 _ pp e BE. B
FNCW Year home improvements, B | m . o i
sumptuous gifts to the finest =y | U .
foods and Christmas tipples, plus must-
have gadgets and fashion trends, the
Ideal Home Show at Christmas

7. 4 sponsored by Gocompare.com brings
.~ 4 vyoueverything you need to prepare your
_ home for the festive season. Back for
2014, from 19th-23rd November at
Earls Court London, this annual
shopping event will provide plenty of
ideas for decking the halls, filling your
stockings, trimming the turkey and so
much more.

With over 650 exhibitors across seven
sections; Interiors & Furnishings,
Food & Drink, Home
Improvements & Outdoor
Living, Fashion & Beauty,
Technology & Gadgets,
Gifts and Christmas
Decorations, it’s the
biggest home show at
Christmas.

If you want to finish
those last-minute DIY
jobs, prepare the perfect
festive feast, complete
your Christmas shopping,
find the ultimate party outfit,
discover decorations that add some
sparkle, or just enjoy a day out with
friends and family, then you will find it
all under one roof. ; s

You’ll be spoilt for choice with all this s
as well as live entertainment, catwalk
shows, celebrity chefs, industry experts,
exciting demonstrations, and a
spectacular skating rink, making the
Ideal Home Show at Christmas a great

festive day out for the whole family. Ho ME S How

So join the celebrity team, Gino .- ot (ﬂfﬁjﬁﬂfz’ g
’ i - E e

D’Acampo, Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen, -y i tickets call 0844 209 7330 or visit s

Suzi Perry, Lisa Faulkner and Olly Smith www.idealhomeshowchristmas.co.uk. stetee

at the biggest home show at Christmas. ie

A Prepare for the most
wonderful time of the year
Visit the Your Home stand at with a fabulous day out

this year's Ideal Home Show at
Christmas for your chance to

| meet the team and take

W advantage of some great

. special offers. You'll find us

on stand 1Q132 in the

%, e gifts area.

V¥ Be inspired by hundreds
|, of inspirational Christmas
| ideas and top tips at this
year's festive extravaganza

———

Spomared by




writh George

This month property developer, architect
and presenter of Channel 4's Amazing
Spaces, George Clarke, discusses

the challenges faced when living in a
smaller home

here has been a lot of debate in the
TBritish housing industry over the last few

years about the size of the new homes
we are building and the concern that the
rooms within those new homes are becoming
unbearably small. It is a fascinating debate
as there is no question that to build larger
homes costs more money and with house
prices becoming increasingly unaffordable
there is an argument to say that if we build
smaller homes then we would be building
more affordable ones. The counter argument
could be that with there being such a demand
for homes, the house builders will achieve a
good sale price irrespective of how small the
house feels.

Obviously if a new home is built and it is
ridiculously small and claustrophobic then it
can have a detrimental effect on the family
that lives there, so there needs to be a sensible
balance struck between comfort, functionality
and affordability.

In the 1960s we had minimum space
standards as developed by Parker Morris
report for the construction of new publicly
funded homes, but unfortunately these
standards were gradually phased out between
1981 and 1993. The only remaining Authority
in England to have minimum space standards
is The Greater London Authority. The rest have
gone, which is a national scandal.

The RIBA (Royal Institute of British
Architects) recently released a report called
‘The Case for Space’, which did show that
our homes are certainly getting smaller and it
does annoy me when | visit so many new-
build homes that have woeful lack of storage
and spaces planned in a poor way. | recently
saw a bedroom where, once you installed a
standard sized double bed there was no room
whatsoever for a wardrobe!

| have to point out
that there is also
a major problem
with how UK estate
agents communicate
information about a
property. If | asked you |
how many square feet
or square metres of usable space you had in
your home | bet you wouldn’t be able to tell
me. You'd be able to tell me the number of
rooms you have but you would have no idea
about the gross floor area. Throughout Europe
and in the United States people know the area
of floor areas of their homes off by heart. And
so they should because the construction cost
of a home is based on the amount of floor
area, the sales cost is broadly based on the
usable floor area and it also defines how much
space you have available to live in. The usable
floor area of every home should be made clear
on all sales particulars and more importantly
there should be comprehensive floor plans of
the home showing all furniture. Have you ever
noticed how estate agents’ floor plans never
have furniture on them? It drives me mad!
If there were furniture on the plans even the
untrained eye would soon be able to see if
a space works or not.

But size isn't everything. My biggest
criticism of the house building industry is
that the way rooms are planned and designed
just isn’t creative enough. Most spec-built
properties are dumb boxes linked together
with a few corridors. As you might have seen
on ‘George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces’ we
work really hard to make even the smallest
spaces do so many different things. It is about
innovative and creative design that doesn’t
have to cost much money. Small really can
be very beautiful.

If you have a small room you could think
about creating more fully height-integrated
storage rather than wasting space with
free-standing units. You could be really clever
with fold-out or pull-down furniture to make
a space multi-functional and allow a small
room to be used for many different things.
Multi-functional design is a great way of
getting more out of a small room. | always
try to design in high-level storage as so
often the space above your head is wasted.
I've also designed minimal sleeping pods in
rooms pushed for space to avoid wasting
space around the sides of a standard bed.
Fold-out beds, bunk beds and even raised
beds to allow lots of storage beneath is so
standard these days, but they are brilliant.

| saw a staircase recently where each step
doubles up as a pull-out drawer for storing
small, but important items such as kids'
shoes. Genius!

Creative and innovative design is everything
when it comes to new and affordable homes,
but the industry just isn’t doing it. As the old
saying goes, ‘it's not the size that matters, it's
what you do with it that counts.’

M For more tips and advice from
George, check out his website at
www.georgeclarke.co.uk. To order

a copy of George's new book, More
Amazing Spaces, at a special discounted
price, turn to page 109.




WINI - WINI - WINI - WINT - WIN!

We have £6,279 worth of
fab prizes up for grabs!

I 30
Win a Pyrex great

bakeware set prizes

To make sure you can continue to bake up a storm
during 2015 and beyond, iconic kitchenware brand Pyrex
is giving away 30 sets of its Asimetria range, worth £56
each. Each Pyrex prize bundle contains two cake pans,
a 12-cup muffin tray, flan pan, baking tray and loaf tin.
The Pyrex Asimetria metal bakeware collection makes
baking even easier thanks to a large grip handle, with a
smaller support handle which makes the product easier
to hold with one hand as you open and close the oven
door. The products also feature a non-stick coating,
ensuring successful results every time.

To find out more visit www.pyrexuk.com, follow
@PyrexUKOfficial or ‘like’ the Pyrex UK (Official)
Facebook page.

ENTER ONLINE! Visit www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk
TEXT ENTRY OPTION! Text YH PYREX followed by

a space then your name and address to 87080.

Texts cost 50p.**

T 0901 819 069 cus o5 e
A

r . . N T ;
Win a Doro mobile phone Win a selection
We've teamed up with Doro, global leader in easy-to- 6 Of Nederberg

use phones for seniors, to give six lucky readers the .

chance to win a Doro PhoneEasy® 624 mobile phone. fab WI nes

The eye-catching and vibrant red handset, worth prizes To celebrate the partnership between
£130, includes a South Africa’s award-winning wine,
one-touch camera with video to Nederburg, and TV presenter and food i -
capture special moments instantly. producer Jimmy Doherty, we're offering six = o 6
Plus, the built-in location-based lucky readers the chance to win a selection of |ucky
forecast feature on the home Nederburg Winemaster’s Reserve worth £125. winners
screen provides up-to-date The Suffolk-based farmer enjoys nothing better than
weather information on the move. good food, great wine and a table full of friends and family
This handset is available from the and we want you to do the same!
RNIB or learn more about Doro at Jimmy has worked with Nederburg's winemakers to bring you great
www.doro.co.uk. wine and food pairings, as well as some delicious recipes. Full recipes can
ENTER ONLINE! Visit be viewed at the Nederberg UK Facebook page. Visit
www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk www.nederberg.com for more information.
TEXT ENTRY OPTION! Text YH ENTER ONLINE! Visit
DORO followed by a space then www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk :
your name and address to 87080. TEXT ENTRY OPTION! Text YH WINE followed R

* Texts cost 50p.** by a space then your name and address to N EDERBURG

87080. Texts cost 50p.**

L‘ﬁ‘ 0901 819 0692 cais cost 265 er min 4 L—ﬁ! 0901 819 0693 cats cst 260 permin 4
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WINI - WINI - WINI - WINT - WIN!

Win a Triton showver 10

We've teamed up with Triton to give away ten T80Z Fast-Fit 7.5kW chrome amaazi ng
electric showers, one of the best replacement electric showers on the market, pI’iZGS
worth from £150 each.
Triton’s T80Z Fast-Fit is the latest generation of Britain's best-selling family of T80
electric showers, which have been a firm favourite with homeowners for more
than 30 years. A shower that is sure to suit both your décor and your pocket, the
innovative T80Z Fast-Fit is the ideal shape and size for replacement installations.
The Triton T80Z Fast-Fit is available in 7.5kW to

= 10.5kW models in either a chrome or white finish and

r Ce \ all units are available with a two-year guarantee and

the added reassurance of Triton’s excellent customer
service. Visit www.tritonshowers.co.uk for more

=3 information.
s - ENTER ONLINE! Visit www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk
TEXT ENTRY OPTION! Text YH TRITON followed by a
space then your name and address to 87080. Texts
L cost 50p.**

. TRITON

The Great British Shower Company . =

L‘ﬁ‘ 0901 819 0694 i cos 265 per mi

B |

Win a ProCook |
knife set and block

W Win a Y
~ Warren

o b Six lucky readers will win a
1\ ' Eva nS | f6 ProCook Professional X50
1 ' a 8-piece knife set, worth £129, to
IUCky d Ou b I e ‘:,__ f prizes get their kitchen ready for 2015.

Winner_l' ma‘l‘tress |/ The set is not only incredibly

functional but will look great on the worktop
We've teamed up with bed specialist Warren Evans to of any kitchen. Included is a 9cm paring knife,
offer one lucky reader a Natural Air Pocket Sprung double mattress, - / - 13cm utility knife, 16cm chefs knife, 18cm
worth £795. The mattress’ air spring system of carefully selected long : santoku knife, 23cm bread knife, 25cm carving
and short springs responds and adapts to your body weight and shape, knife, 20cm carving fork, 25cm sharpening
minimising roll and ensuring superb individual support — perfect for steel and a solid wood block. Additional
couples with larger differences in weight. Combined with sumptuous features include contoured, micarta riveted

natural fillers, this creates a supremely comfortable mattress. For more handles for comfortable chopping and a 25-year guarantee. For more
information visit www.warrenevans.com. information visit www.procook.co.uk, call 0300 100 1010 or visit one
ENTER ONLINE! Visit www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk of ProCook’s 22 UK stores.

TEXT ENTRY OPTION! Text YH WARREN ENTER ONLINE! Visit www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

followed by a space then your = TEXT ENTRY OPTION! Text YH PRO followed by a space then your
name and address to 87080. L.) oY e v i VeLa g name and address to 87080. Texts cost 50p.**

Texts cost 50p.** making it,makes the difference

™ Calls cost 26p per min J Lﬁ 0901 819 069 - Calls cost 26p per min J

1,
2y
N

Lﬁ’ 0901 819 0695

To enter: Phone or text your name and address for the prize you would like to win or enter online at www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk. Phone and text entries must reach us by midnight on 31st
December 2014, and three working days later for online entries. *Calls cost 26p per minute and last approx. 2 minutes. Calls from mobiles may vary. **Texts cost 50p plus your standard network charge.
Thisis not a subscription service. Lines close at midnight on 31st December 2014 and three working days later for online entries. Winners will be selected at random from all correct entries received after
the closing date. If you call to enter after the advertised closing date you will not be entered into the competition, but you may still be charged. RULES: 1) Hubert Burda Media UK may use your details to
letyou know about other products and services we think may be of interest to you. If you do not want offers from us, please end your text message with BURDA NO. 2) The competition is open to anyone
in the UK over the age of 18, apart from employees of Hubert Burda Media UK, Spoke and any other companies involved in the competition. 3) Unless otherwise stated prizes include delivery to the UK
mainland but not installation or removal of existing appliances or products. 4) No cash alternative is available and products will not be changed or upgraded, but should the prize become unavailable
Your Home has the right to offer an alternative prize. 5) Only one online entry per giveaway per person. 6) Winners must be willing to participate in publicity if required. 7) Proof of postage is not proof of
receipt. 8) The Editors decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 9) Unless otherwise stated prizes must be claimed within six months. 10) Holidays and breaks are subject to availability
atthe time of booking and unless otherwise stated do not include travel, insurance or extras. 11) Reproduction of this competition in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited. Hubert
Burda Media UK reserves the right to prosecute any offending parties. 12) Allow 8 -10 weeks from selection for completion. 13) Entrants are asked to provide their full name and address when entering
the competition. SP: Spoke—0333 202 3390.

J

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk December 2014 YourHome 117



Shopping guide

3M www.solutions.3m.co.uk

Aberford Interiors 01132 813209

AvAvww.aberfordinteriors.co.uk
dnams 01502 727222

www.adnams.co.uk

Aldi 0333 005 0561 www.aldi.co.uk

AllPosters.co.uk 020 8435 6555

www.allposters.co.uk

An Angel At My Table 0845 200 0723

www.anangelatmytable.com

Annie Sloan www.anniesloan.co.uk

Appliance World 0844 493 2525

www.appliance-world.co.uk

Appliances Online 0344 324 9222 www.ao.com

Argos 0345 640 3030 www.argos.co.uk

Armstrong Ward 01539 720400

www.armstrongward.co.uk

Arty Harty www.artyharty.com

Asda 0800 952 0101 www.asda.com

Astonish 01274 767440

www.astonishcleaners.com

Atlantic Shopping 0121 230 1644

www.atlanticshopping.co.uk

Baker Ross 0844 576 8922
www.bakerross.co.uk
Barker & Stonehouse 0333 355 9255
www.barkerandstonehouse.co.uk
Barn Antiques Centre 01789 721399
www.barnantique.co.uk
Bathstore 0800 023 2323 www.bathstore.com
Berry Red 01432 274805 www.berryred.co.uk
Bert's Homestore www.bertshomestore.co.uk
Bhs 0344 411 6000 www.bhs.co.uk
Biscuiteers 0870 458 8358 www.biscuiteers.com
Blinds4UK 0845 533 1023 www.blinds4uk.co.uk
Bloom & Wild 020 7352 9499
www.bloomandwild.com
Bohen 0800 862 0220 www.bohen.co.uk
Bold & Noble 01462 339011
www.boldandnoble.com
Boots 0345 609 0055 www.boots.com
Brabantia www.brabantia.com/uk
Breville 0800 525 089 www.breville.co.uk
Bridgewater Interiors 01661 852176
www.bridgewater-interiors.co.uk
Burgon & Ball 0114 233 8262
www.burgonandball.com/shop
Butterfly Occasions
www.butterflyoccasions.co.uk

BB&Q 0333 014 3098 www.diy.com

Carluccio’s www.carluccios.com
Carpetright 0845 604 5616
www.carpetright.co.uk
Carron Phoenix 01614 366280 www.carron.com
Carters Direct 01273 628618
www.cartersdirect.co.uk
Cath Kidston 0845 026 2440
www.cathkidston.com
The Chelsea Gardener 020 7352 5656
www.chelseagardener.com
Cityzen 01273 704901 www.cityzendesign.co.uk
Clarke & Clarke 01706 242010
www.clarke-clarke.co.uk
Cole & Son www.cole-and-son.com
Cosmic Flower Shop 0191 228 6488
www.cosmicflowershop.co.uk
Cotswold Trading 01386 853331
www.cotswoldtrading.com

B

The Country Candle Company
www.thecountrycandlecompany.com
Cow Hide Rugs 0207 099 6616
www.cowhiderugs.co.uk

Create & Craft 0871 712 3455
www.createandcraft.tv

Cuckooland 01305 231231
www.cuckooland.com

Cult Furniture 020 8185 6960
www.cultfurniture.com

Debenhams 0844 561 6161

www.debenhams.com

Denby 01773 740899 www.denby.co.uk
Dimplex 0844 879 3588 www.dimplex.co.uk
Dobbies 0131 561 6406 www.dobbies.com
Doodle by Stitch 01722 325304
www.doodlebystitch.com
Dotcomgiftshop 020 8746 2473
www.dotcomgiftshop.com
Dr. Beckmann www.dr-beckmann.co.uk
DRH Collection 020 7249 0710
www.thedrhcollection.com
Dulux 0333 222 7171 www.dulux.co.uk

Dunelm 0345 165 6565 www.dunelm.com
Dyvels Home 01434 633566 www.dyvels.com

EASIpanel www.easipanel.co.uk
EEIIie Ellie www.ellieellie.co.uk
Etsy www.etsy.com/uk
The Fabric Box 0844 8118280
www.thefabricbox.co.uk
Farrow & Ball 01202 876141
www.farrow-ball.com
The Fine Bedding Company
www.finebedding.co.uk
Fishpools 01992 636465 www.fishpools.co.uk
Frumble www.frumble.co.uk

George Home 0800 952 3003
WWW.george.com
Ginger Ray 0845 680 2975
www.gingerray.co.uk
Granite Transformations 0808 271 4561
www.granitetransformations.co.uk
Green Tulip 01380 820008
www.greentulip.co.uk



Where to buy everything in this issue

&M 0344 736 9000
www.hm.com
abitat 0344 499 1111

www.habitat.co.uk

Hansgrohe 01372 465655
www.hansgrohe.co.uk

Harlequin 0845 123 6805
www.harlequin.uk.com

Harvey Maria 0845 680 1231
www.harveymaria.co.uk

Hobbycraft 0330 026 1400
www.hobbycraft.co.uk

HomeSense 01923 473561
www.homesense.com

Homestyle 01942 231500

www. kitchenandbedroomdoors.co.uk
Hope and Greenwood 020 7738 2013
www.hopeandgreenwood.co.uk

Hotel Chocolat www.hotelchocolat.com
House Envy 01446 795594
www.house-envy.co.uk

House of Bath 0345 071 9026
www.houseofbath.co.uk

House of British Ceramic Tile 01626 834774
www. britishceramictile.com

House of Fraser 0345 602 1073

www. houseoffraser.co.uk

Howdens Joinery www.howdens.com
Hunkydory Home 0191 645 4004
www.hunkydoryhome.co.uk

iFlorist 0844 874 5010

www.iflorist.co.uk

iHampers 0844 874 5030
www.ihampers.co.uk
lkea 020 3645 0000 www.ikea.com
In a Strange Land www.in-a-strange-land.com
Inspired Heating 01452 543776
www.inspiredheating.co.uk

JML 0871 221 2677 www.jmldirect.com
John Lewis 0345 604 9049
www.johnlewis.com
Johnstone’s www.johnstonestrade.com
Jones 01691 663166 www.jonesclocks.com
Julia Brendel 01795 599840
www.juliabrendel.com

Kitchings Furniture Bedale
IE‘ 01677 423127

JJangneus 01865 988074 www.jangneus.com

La Cafetiere www.cafetiere.com
Lakeland 01539 488100
www.lakeland.co.uk
Lakeland Furniture 0844 870 6961
www.lakeland-furniture.co.uk
Laura Ashley 0333 200 8009
www.lauraashley.com
Leyland Trade www.leylandtrade.com
Lily & Moor 01284 711998
www.lilyandmoor.co.uk
Lily’s Kitchen 020 7433 1863
www.lilyskitchen.co.uk
Little Greene 0845 880 5855
www.littlegreene.com
Littlewoods 0844 822 8000
www.littlewoods.com
Live Laugh Love 01342 842599
www.livelaughlove.co.uk

Mail Order Lighting 01642 704101
www.mailorderlighting.co.uk
Makers & Merchants 020 7226 9461
www.makers-and-merchants.com
Mark Webster Builders 07768 164489
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8000
www.marksandspencer.com
Mason Cash 0151 486 1888
www.masoncash.co.uk
Method www.methodproducts.co.uk
Mipo 01380 840909 www.mipo.co.uk
Molesey Refrigeration Centre 020 8979 4619
www.mrcentre.co.uk
Morrisons 0345 611 6111 www.morrisons.com
Music Magpie 0330 223 0989
www.musicmagpie.co.uk

ational Trust 0344 800 1895
\ www.hationaltrust.org.uk
Newgate 01691 679994
www.nhewgateclocks.com
Next 0333 777 8000 www.next.co.uk
Nicole Phillips England 01243 684036
www.hicolephillips.com
Notonthehighstreet 0345 259 1359
www.notonthehighstreet.com

The Oak Room 01707 257175
www.oakroomshop.co.uk
Ocean Flooring 01273 302311
www.oceanflooring.co.uk
OXO 0114 242 0405 www.oxouk.com

Paperchase 020 7467 6200

www.paperchase.co.uk

Pastel Lane 07949 339416
www.pastellane.co.uk
Pavilion Books www.pavilionbooks.com
Paxton & Whitfield 01451 823460
www. paxtonandwhitfield.co.uk
Pets at Home 0800 328 4204
www.petsathome.com
Pierrot et Coco www.pierrotetcoco.com
Pipii 01342 823921 www.pipii.co.uk
Plumbase 0800 520 0505 www.plumbase.co.uk
Portmeirion 01782 744721
www. portmeirion.co.uk
Poundland www.poundland.co.uk
Prices Paving 01677 470999
WWW.pricespaving.co.uk

Quadrille
www.quadrille.co.uk

Radfan 0191 645 0935 www.radfan.com

Mange 0845 026 7598
.therange.co.uk

Revitalise 01492 868343

www.revitalisekitchens.co.uk

Ripon Interiors 01765 603502

www.riponinteriors.co.uk

Robert & Ruby www.robertandruby.co.uk

Rodgers of York 01904 610570

www.rodgersofyork.co.uk

Russell Hobbs www.uk.russellhobbs.com

Safechoice 0800 024 6230

www.safechoice.co.uk

Sainsbury’s 0330 123 1962
www.sainsburys.co.uk

Screwfix 0333 011 2112 www.screwfix.com
Simply Dutch 01677 427800
www.simplydutch.co.uk

Snow Home 01904 671155
www.snow-home.co.uk

Soak & Sleep 01483 437762
www.soakandsleep.com

Sous Chef 0800 270 7591 www.souschef.co.uk
Stoves 0844 815 3740 www.stoves.co.uk
Stratford Tile Warehouse 01789 204060
www.stratfordtile.co.uk

Swanky Maison www.swankymaison.com
Swedish Wooden Horse Company
www.theswedishwoodenhorse.com

Tala 01225 859635
alking Tables 020 7627 6767
www.talkingtables.co.uk
Tesco 0800 505 555 www.tesco.com
Tesco Direct 0800 323 4050
www.tesco.com/direct
The Tile Shed 0191 492 1111
www.thetileshed.co.uk
Topps Tiles 0800 783 6262 www.toppstiles.co.uk
Trees Direct 01584 878878
www.treesdirect.co.uk
Triton 0247 634 4441 www.tritonshowers.co.uk
Typhoon Housewares 0151 486 1888
www.typhoonhousewares.com

Very 0844 822 2321 www.very.co.uk
Victoria Plumb 0344 804 4848
www.victoriaplumb.com
Villa Nova www.villanova.co.uk
Vintage Von www.vintagevon.co.uk
Vitra 01235 750990 www.vitra.co.uk
Vogue UK 01902 387000 www.vogue.co.uk
Vufold 01625 442899 www.vufold.co.uk

Waitrose 0800 188 884
WwWw.waitrose.com
Wallpaper Direct 01323 430886
www.wallpaperdirect.com
The Wasabi Company 01929 463824
www.thewasabicompany.co.uk
Wickes 0330 123 4123 www.wickes.co.uk
Wild & Wolf 01225 789909
www.wildandwolf.com
Worktop Express 0845 222 2644
www.worktop-express.co.uk
Worktops London 020 3740 9358
www.worktopslondon.co.uk
Wyevale 0344 272 3000
www.wyevalegardencentres.co.uk

Yellow House Art 07703 185413
www.yellowhouseart.com
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LANDoRUGS

20% OFF

Selected Rugs

PLUS an EXTRA

IO(y OFF

using voucher code: stylel4

“Q@" 01332 294 787

/
| |

L <4 \
- / Montana 3 seater sofa was £549 now only £399

Made i Britain>< = -—-,r'_'__'.fh.-"' ' l 5“‘“’-‘5“""",
21 day hgme apprdva nationwide dehvery TR |:: E ! ‘ﬁ

www.sofa80fa. co.uk 014955244226 f

To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk
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Technik Heat low input
highly efficient heaters use
on average 15 minutes of
energy in an hour

Technikheatuk

GERMAN ELECTRIC HEATING

Replace
ageing night
storage heaters with low
input highly efficient, stylish
Technik Heat UK radiators.
SAVE MONEY, CONSUME LESS...

* Precision engineered German manufacturer

e Highly efficient slim 20mm ceramic core

¢ 15 year manufacturer's guarantee

* Solar PV, Economy 7 & Heatwise wiring compatible
 Maintenance free, no annual service costs

* Full professional installation service

e 70mm slimline, stylish design

¢ Manual, built in digital or wireless controls for total
controlled comfort and well being

¢ Highly efficient and less consumption

www.technikheatuk.com

cALL FOR FREE ON: 0800 434 6462 or 01908 566 855

. . . To request your Simply complete your details below, cut out and pop into an
ACT NOW - install the highly efficient free catalogue: envelope with this address: FREEPOST TECHNIK HEAT UK YH 1214

Technik Heat ceramic electric radiators and Name:
reduce your energy wastage. Address:

Post code:

Burners Lane South, Kiln Farm Ind Est, Milton Keynes, MK11 3LT Telephone/Mobile:_

7 / / 01495 717170 \ \ : Sha

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238
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ALBUMS WITH
A TWIST

At Paper Button you'll find an
exciting range of modern albums,
all beautifully handcrafted using
traditional bookbinding tools and
techniques. There are five types of
albums and over 25 lovely cover

designs in the collection with
numerous combinations to choose from.

Their Portfolio Album is pictured and its use is not just limited to photos -
imaginative ideas include baby footprints, artwork, scrapbooking, love letters
and poems as well as special announcements and invitations.

Tweet Treat - Paper Button are giving away a Portfolio Album in time for
l ﬂ Christmas. Simply ‘Follow’ @paperbuttoncouk and ‘Re-tweet’ their pinned
tweet before the 10th December 2014 for a chance of winning.

by s A L

Visit their website, www.paperbutton.co.uk, for more details.

Bevakite) 2, T i

4 =
: LIEN| /|5 RE (CRE st
v VWHIENSKIESIAREGREY 3
i At eclectic gifts and home accessories store When Skies Are Grey, s
<. nobody is left out when it comes to the carefully curated - 4'-1
t:' A collection of gifts. Amongst the range there are knitted and il
ot vintage-style toys for children; military-style wash bags, manicure =2
w2 sets and iPad cases for men and luxury scented candles, delicious X,
hviid baking books and pretty accessories for women. k7]
if 5 For the home, choose from an assortment of fabulous retro- -
o style pantry products to brighten up your kitchen, sumptuous
= & British wool blankets for curling up on the sofa, unusual hooks
j‘ — 4] and handles to add character to existing furniture plus fun and
"_’,- & quirky artwork to adorn your walls. PLUS Christmas decorations
- for the festive season. :
& 1 If you appreciate good design, quirky finds and inspired gifts, www.whenskiesaregrey.com 85 High Street, ,,4’
i then visit us online or in-store! Ongar, Essex CM5 9DX 01277 500207 _f;;
ST & oo
I s S e T e A SR 3
b
-5
i The proof is in the pud
~ Inspired by the latest flavour trends on the culinary <

g:; scene, GU head chef Fred Ponnavoy has combined a
;,al_ variety of the finest ingredients to bring something
- truly unique to dessert menus. New Gii Salted Caramel
~ Melting Middles and G White Chocolate Melting
—‘.'-'; Middles are deliciously divine hot puds with gloriously
~ Gi-ey molten centres. The secret of their delectable
. tasteis the perfect combination of quality ingredients
3 5. and patisserie expertise.
= Unlike most Melting Middles on the market, you
- won't find the soft centre injected into the Gii range. =
.~ The recipe is a single mix baked to perfection to deliver
that signature Gli-ey melting middle as your spoon cuts . . . - ’ ol 4
through the soft outer sponge. Heat one at a time by - "
popping in the microwave for 30 seconds. It's a restaurant quality experience in the comfort of your own
home. Available in all major retailers from £3.59 RRP.




CAsT IRON STOVES

Add a welcome w. umt h & unbwnu? to your home

£298.30 BEAT THE
. HUGE ENERGY
PRICE RISES

BurnWood

or Coal
Big Stocks of
Flue Pipes &
Accessories
in-store

SEE THE FULL RANGE IN-STORE OR ONLINE

mor-Fis30-600/ Machinemart.co.uk
Suni04 . MAIL ORDER: 0115 956 5555

INAS LITTLE AS

48 HOURS

FREE
* Design ¢
SERVICE y

A convenient and affordable alternative to the drama of having your
staircase demolished and replaced. Disruption and mess are kept to a
minimum. Our professional teams aim to complete most projects in
one to two days.

B Contemporary and classic styles B No structural work needed

B Wood, metal, glass and lighting options Bl Nationwide service

Call us NOW on 0845 190 2171

www.staircase-renovations.co.uk

Price Promise & 10 Year Guarantee — terms & conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

CZZlOMdS E

Handcrafted in Britain since 1981

Chesterfield 3 seater -
was £.1299 116W-£889 Gu-r
il

Over 30 years in the makm

Direct from the factory quality leather
sofas and chairs

For a FREE colour brochure call 01443 771222
or visit us online www.thomaslloyd.co.uk

Bring your dream
kitchen to life through
your local builder

To find out more, contact your local builder or to
request a brochure call 0800 6888 167, or visit
www.howdens.com

HOWDENS

JOINERY CO.

MAKING SPACE MORE VALUABLE

To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238

AdO1D3IHIA DNIddOHS
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www.austinsloan.co.uk

SHABBY CHIC SIGNS BY VINTAGE PRODUCT
DESIGNER AUSTIN SLOAN. R

® 100’s of beautiful signs to view

@ Custom design service available

@ Unique Interiors including Height Charts,
Coat Hooks & Key Hooks

® We specialise in personalised wedding present 7

© New designs added daily ;

L afer fxm ¢ o BORE COATEII] SOr £l SEOTTI F Perss
r2 ' coliomt foarrerng to dance tn the raim

To see the full range visit
www.austinsloan.co.uk or call 01303 237333.

Pwp?é\?lly

STYLISH HOME GIFTS
www.purpleholly.co.uk

: e @

Kitchen Living

ana B Mmgy s

Gifts

A gift for every room

ICIRIM0%6fF \ith code HOLLY2014

Visit www.purpleholly.co.uk
or call 01522 244230
Order by 19th December and receive in time for Xmas

pqqﬁque

Stylish Home Furnishings by Maison Boutique
25% off our Bordeaux Range
including Free delivery

For full details of the stunning ranges we have in stock or
information about our custom design Farrow and Ball
painting service please visit our welbsite at
www.maisonb.co.uk/bordeaux or cal 0845 519 81 32

follow us on .] c 'I'.{,

Cuckoo Monkey specialise in unique and bespoke
handmade teepee tents, party accessories, dress up and gifts

www.cuckoomonkey.co.uk

To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk



FINE FURNITURE
SINCE 1986

We look and we are
different

Ad01D341d DNIddOHS

We contain no silicones
and no water

Windsor 3 seater sofa in gold floral chenille phow e ‘ ) ', (unlike well known brands)
was £849 - now only £649 )

. iy (o) We provide exceptional
Save £200 in our Autumn Sale . W

| 7 | depth of shine
| ‘f M

' We are owned by
an Anglophile

Nationwide delivery | Handcrafted in Britain

21 day money-back promise

= 4 '\;' -
. ..
YY1 | | |

¥

s ! g
QUALITY HIET
:I'ESTEU -

-
Wood Silk is available in all major supermarkets. Leather Silk

is available in -wﬂkm BOYES

2 year manufacturing guarantee

To request a catalogue phone 01495 243999 or visit
www.kirkdale.co.uk

perilla

for the finest British Alpaca socks

e
£ Y

= &

The perfect eco-friendly finish for all
internal doors and woodwork.

> Solvent-free, oil and wax based
> Does not crack, peel or blister c:n__1
> Microporous durable finish f
) ) osmo.
> Highest coverage of any oil -
on the market ol

I T—
oors an sy

wwwperilla.couk

tel: 01886 853615

+44 (0)1296 481 220

www.osmouk.com Osm0$

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238
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Flexi” e
F' x croydex

Screw or glue

Making it easier for you!

e FIX
aligns to old holes

Screw Fix

to new holes

Glue Fix

to most surfaces

®

16 Fully co-ordinated ranges of bathroom accessories

+44 (0)1264 365881 | info@croydex.co.uk | www.croydex.com

SAVE 30%

IN OUR AUTUMN SALE

Newport

sofa was
£379 - now
only £279

® No risk money back 21 day home trial
® 5year hardwood frame warranty
® Delivered direct from our factory to your living room
® All made in Great Britain ® Delivery within 4 weeks
® Over 20 sofa designs in fabric and leather
® Direct from the manufacturer prices

SOFAS & CHAIRS DIRECT

For a free brochure call

01685 844944

www.oakridgedirect.co.uk

To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238

Winter Problems Solved

Steam can be a problem. Think steamed up spectacles when out walking in cold weather. Or steamed up car windscreen, heat on
the inside, freezing outside, and the bathroom mirror! All that constant wiping, blowing and cleaning. The first two occurrences
are difficult to solve, but the steamed up bathroom mirror is a problem that is easily solved. Install demista™ heated mirror pads.

Cold feet after.a warm bath or shower? Step on to a gently heated floor surface with Cosfloor underfloor heating. Cosyfloor can
be usedin all areas where water may be spilt, such as bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories.

Tel: 01932 866600 - www.demista.co.uk - sales@demista.co.uk

We Cleam
@@@Dﬂﬁ

050 you don’t have to!

Call us today to leave
your cooking
appliances sparkling,
using our own
eco friendly products.

Our oven cleaning
experts will leave
you free to
enjoy your
valuable leisure time.

oven

Local | National | Affordable

Call TODAY for LOCAL service

= 0800 140 9800

www.ovenu.co.uk

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

®




WHEELIE BIN
COVERS

You can now design your own
wheelie bin cover, see website

¥ Your instant all-year-round garden!
g Four sheets of self adhesive vinyl will
provide the ultimate lazy gardeners
solution. 12 designs to choose from.

Call for details: 0800 783 4767

Wheelie Bin Cover Co Ltd.,
Garden Lane, Leigh Road,
Manchester

M28 1JX.
www.wheelie-bin-covers.co.uk

cm‘“

Made-to-measure

BLINDS

MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED

TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH A LOCAL ADVISOR
CALL 0800 587 6470 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

members rated us within the
top 2 mattress retailers

The Storage

—
BICLOSETMAID "Z.5c

Modern wire storage systems maximise
space and help to organise your home.

o = - -
Available from the home
of storage products Organise My Home
Free brochure 01622 872006
www.organisemyhome.com

sale

ends soon

Which?

(April 2014) I

‘Verona’ fa/5

double bed £375

from £550
with a mattress

Ws THE SUNDAY TIMES V/jinees
Y/ BEST GREEN COMPANIES RUNNING

13 stores | online | 020 7693 8988

T's & C's apply.

How to Become a
Successful Writer!

If you’ve ever fancied being a writer but
don’t know where to start — here’s the
answer. For the past twenty-five years The
Writers Bureau has been running a home-
study Creative Writing course that teaches
ordinary people how to write, get
published and earn an extra income.

‘Most people can be taught to write for
publication,” claims Susan Busby, Head of
Britain’s largest writing college, ‘as long as
they want to write, are willing to learn and
put in the time and effort required. Our
students prove that. They come from all
walks of life and have very different
educational backgrounds. Yet, after studying
with us many will see their name in print for
the first time.’

The Creative Writing course offered by The
Writers Bureau covers all genres — articles,
short stories, novels, books, scripts etc. so
students get a chance to explore all types of
writing to find where their interests and
talents lie.

Students also receive individual, personal
tuition from a professional writer who gives
guidance on style, technique and marketing.

‘The course gives a student confidence in
their work and the know-how to increase their
chances of publication,’ explains Susan.

‘Unfortunately, the untrained writer is
more likely to have their work returned to
them, not because they can’t write, but
because they haven’t followed the rules of the
publishing world. And that, in a large part, is
what we teach — how to make your work
acceptable to those who will pay for it.”

The college also provides a whole support
system to novice writers that includes their
tutors, their advisors, free resources and
chance to converse with other writing
students on their website.

The Writers Bureau is so confident in the
training and support it provides that they give
an amazing money back guarantee — if a
student doesn’t earn their fees back through
published writing by the end of their course
the college will refund them in full. Plus, the
course comes on 15-day trial so you can see
for yourself the quality of the training on
offer.

To find out more about how The Writers
Bureau can help you become a successful,
published writer contact them for a free
prospectus:

0800 856 2008
www.writersbureau.com

pllu\!'\"“:‘““e“‘3

www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

Why Not Be A Writer?

First-class home-study course gets you a flying start. Earn while
you learn. Expert tutors, personal guidance, help to sell your
writing and much more! It’s ideal for beginners. Details free.
No cost. No obligation. Send the coupon, call or click NOW!

Tim Skelton “Besides seeing my first book in print,
I've appeared in The Times and The Independent,
and updated yet more guidebooks for Fodor’s,
Thomas Cook, and the AA. | am writing flat-out, and
getting paid what | can now describe with pride as a
decent salary. And it is thanks to The Writers Bureau
that | got this chance. It provided me with the
opportunity to realise an ambition which | didn't
know how to nurture. | do now.”

o,
u“a\

I Hannah Evans “I've been published in The Guardian
I and Good Life earning £400. And now I've got my first
I book published by Bloomsbury called MOB Rule: Lessons
I Learned by a Mother of Boys. The Writers Bureau course

I provided me with structure, stopped my procrastination e

] but most importantly it provided the impetus to try b‘\w

j something different.” Pu

DN ..o X
1 (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 1
B AGATESS ... ettt 1
1 1
e "
I oot Postcode ... 1
W BT oo

I Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG

: The Writers Bureau
Dept MI61114

I Manchester M3 1LE

! Freephone 0800 856 2008

! www.writersbureau.com
www.facebook.com/writersbureau .. | 4W 1 @writersbureau.com

1
1 ij U www.twitter.com/writersbureau Please include your name and address

Years of
Success

Members of BILD

1
1
|
1
1
1
and ABCC 1
1
|

To place an advert here please call 01206 851117 ext 238
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GREEN LIVING

Clean up this
Christmas

Bring a little festive cheer to
even the most boring of jobs
with these fabulous eco-
friendly dishcloths featuring
Christmas-inspired prints.

XL IIY
I

r \ Jangneus are famous for their
fun, colourful dishcloths and
) their eco credentials are just
I_\ ’ as impressive. Made from a
N mixture of cellulose and
recycled cottons, the cloths
f\ 3 R‘ \ G | are printed in the UK using

s environmentally-friendly inks.
U Plus, they're 100%

biodegradable so you needn’t
feel guilty when it's time to get

DiSCOVQr the |ate5t g reen a new one. We love the bauble
buys and eco-friendly advice [iuiitimasiis

sure to get even the most
undomesticated guests offering
a hand with the cleaning.

GIVE THE GIFT
OF REl A : : 2T|ON Dishcloths, £2.95 each, Jangneus

If someone you love needs a good pamper
this Christmas, treat them to a Green Tulip gift

set full of natural goodies. Every set includes |\/| ake a ‘
a handmade bath melt made using natural

ingredients, perfect for a relaxing bubble dlfference

bath. There are also a selection of clean- Trade your usual shop-bought baubles

burning candles made from organic for something a little bit special this year —

plant wax, organic hand creams that beautiful hand-embroidered decorations from

are 100% free from harsh chemicals ...in a strange land. The exquisite designs are made by
and gorgeous soaps made without | theLisu people of the Yunnan province in South West

Tallulah Chapman,
Communications Manager at
Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC), gives advice on how
to make sure your Christmas
tree is eco-friendly

palm oil. The ‘relaxing’ set even has o China and are based on the colourful and intricate tunics ‘FSC-certified trees are grown as part of

some ethically-sourced tea for them | that they traditionally wear. The Danyun Fairtrade
to put their feet up with. What's more, I\ organisation ensures the artisans get a fair price for
the sets come beautifully packaged in A\ their work and 50% of all profits from the sale of the
recycled card gift boxes that will look decorations are used to support the

great under the tree. Priced from £12, A%  very communities that made

they would make a thoughtful present them. They'll brighten up your

for someone special or even an indulgent : tree and the lives of those less |

pick-me-up after allyour : fortunate this

Christmas shopping. R Christmas.

" Decorations, £5.50
each, www.in-a-
strange-land.com

" and festive get-togethers, meaning there are a lot
Lavender gift . .
more mouths to feed than usual. Avoid throwing

set, £15;

set, £15, both Just select the food you're cooking and how many
. www.greentulip.

- co.uk

128 YourHome December 2014 www.yourhomemagazine.co.uk

uplifting gift away uneaten food with this handy portion planner.

adults and children will be eating, then let the planner | iRttty
calculate the amount you'll need in easy-to-measure

a well-managed forest, minimising the
use of pesticides and protecting forest
plants and animals. They are increasingly
available, but if you can’t get an FSC tree,
you could try to source one that is
organically grown or locally-sourced, which
can provide benefits in terms of pesticide and
carbon footprint reduction. Real trees also have
the huge advantage of being recyclable, unlike
their plastic counterparts. Make for a truly eco-
friendly Christmas by opting for FSC-certified
cards and wrap and you can even use FSC
paper to decorate the tree with paper chains.’
Visit www.fsc-uk.org for more information.

December is often a whirlwind of family gatherings

I T
L =5 -

PORTIONS AND
PLANNING

Agmmng macis wiTheg 0er oeg M 8 Wmopng
R PR

cascass o ¥

quantities. There's even a party food planner to work
out how many canapes or nibbles you'll need to keep
your party guests full and your food bin empty.

Feature Laura Mcleish
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O VICTORIAN
g PLU M B I N G.CO.UI{

FREE DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS OVER £250°

JOIN IN ON ONE OF oUR sociaL Mepia cHaNNELs EIRAERED Buy With Confidence: ~ 91% Trust Score

CALL US: 0800 862 0878 WWW.VICTORIANPLUMBING.CO.UK TRUSTP' LOT h‘



Update with exciting textures and colours.

Beautiful wallpapers and accessories at wallpaperdirect.com
Pair with the perfect paint at designerpaint.com

We make decorating simple.

ClockW|se from top left: Fairburn; Momentum 3; Groove; Calio; Dogs in Clogs Paisley.
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